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PR EF A CB. 
TO ALL 
' MINISTERS or Tart GOSPEL, 
 SCHOOLMASTERS, PARENTS, 


AND 


| Whoever are entruſted with the Care of the 


RISING GENERATION, 


My BRETHREN, 
F OR your aſſiſtance in the im- 
portant work committed to your 
truſt, the following little treatiſe goes 
forth into the world, The over-flow- 


ings 


[| vir}; 
ings of infidelity and ungodlineſs are 
ſeen on every ſide. 


otherwiſe, whilſt ſo little attention is 


paid to the minds of children to incul- 
cate thoſe principles of goſpel truth, 
which alone can enable them, through 
faith, to reſiſt the allurements of an 
_ enſnaring world, and the ſeductions of 
a corrupted heart. Shameful Ignorance 
of the firſt principles of the doctrines 
of Chriſt is evident, and whilſt the 


many ſatisfy themſelves with the pro- 


feeſſion of Chriſtianity, how few are 
able to give a ſcriptural” reaſon of the 
hope which is in them, much leſs to 


_ filence gainſayers with the words of 


ſound doctrine. 4 


The 


Nor can it well be 


rej 


he 


[vii | 

The obvious uſefulneſs of catechetical 

inſtruction, hath produced many helps 
of this ſort. The preſent proceeds on 
a method, which, though it ſeems not 
hitherto much adopted, carries evident 

propriety along with it. Tender minds 
cannot be ſuppoſed to be acquainted 
with the long anſwers to queſtions of- 
ten put in their mouths, which alſo 
burdening their memory gives them an 
averſion to inſtruction: here the teacher 


is directed to explain himſelf ſo as to be 


clearly underſtood, and to engage, if 


poſſible, the attention of his pupils, 
that they may, receiving inſtruction at 
his lips, anſwer intelligibly, not merely 
repeat by rote, but give ſome evidence 


that 


VIII 1 


that they underſtand. what they are 


taught. 


* 


Rechnen by near twenty years 


experience of its uſefulneſs, the method 


here propoſed is ſubmitted to the con- 
ſideration of thoſe who wiſh to be pro- 
fitable in their generation. And may 
the gracious Shepherd who enjoined us 
to feed his lambs, accompany it with 
his divine denediction 


: Airis 


April 25, 775. 
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Familiar and Practical Improvement 


OF THE 


CHURCH CATECHISM. 


9.7 HAT is your name? 
4. A 
2, What do you call this as} 
A. My Chriftian name. | | 
©. Why do you call it your Chriſtian name? 
A. Becauſe it was given me, when at my bap- 


tiſm, I made profeſſion of being a Chriſtian. 


D: But it is not a xame merely that makes you 
a Chriſtian, is it? 2 

A. No. I muſt have the ſpirit and temper of a 
Chriſtian, or the name will proat . me nothing, 
Rev. iii. 1, Gal, iii. 27. 

©. Who gave you that name? 

Pl My godfathers and godmothers, 

2. Why do you call them e and god- 
mothers ? 


N 4. Becauſe 


| 
| 
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5 
A. Beeauſe they undertook, as my ſpiritual 
parents, .to teach me the things Pu: to God 


and godlineſs. 


O. Is it not . very wicked thing to undertake 
ſuch a charge, and never attempt the performing 
XY” 


A. Yes, very wicked. 


2, But don't you think that this is too often the ö 


caſe ? 
A. Ves, I am afraid it is. 


Ci. Indeed my dear child you ſay true; god- 
fathers and godmothers often ſtand to oblige their 


friends and relations, and when they have paid 
their fees, or partaken of the entertainment, and 
that oftentimes alſo accompanied with intemperance, 
and lewd converſation, they never trouble their 


heads about the folemn vow and profeſſion they 


have made. 
©. Will they not in the day of judgment, think 
you, have a dreadfu] account to make of ſuch raſh 


_ engagements, and grievous neglect of the children“ 8 


ſouls ? 

A. No doubt they will. Their god-childrens 
ſouls if loſt by ſuch . will be ee at 
their hands. 


C. I hope that I your miniſter, and your parents, 
ſhall endeavour if you have been thus neglected, to 


give the greater diligence that you may not con 
tinu 


| 


1e 


Nn | 
tinus in ignorance of your ſacramental engage · 
ments? 
2 What was the outward form of your bap- 
tiſm ? 
A. Water was forinkled upon me in the name 
of the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt. 
D. What was the thing fignified by that ſprisk- 
ling of Water ? 
A. The ſprinkling of the blood of Chriſt upon 
my conſcience: 1 Pet. iii. 21, Heb. ix. 14. 
9. You waſh perſons, when they are dirty and 


filthy, don't vou? 


A. Ves. 
©, Was the water of baptiſm 3 to repre- 


ſent any ſuch waſhing ? 


A, It was. Heb x. 22. Tit. i lil. 5. Ephel. v. 26. 
John i iii. 5. 


2 Why? were you, even when born, filthy ? 
. Yeh 


| ©. How came that to be ſo? 

A. Becauſe I was conceived in wickedneſs, and 
born in ſin. Pſal. Ii. 5. 

9. What? when you came into the world was 
you wicked, and defiled with ſin ? 

A. Yes, I was a corrupted creature from the 
womb, Rom. v. 12. 


2, If you' were thus born wicked, 24 a ſinner, 
you deſerved to periſh, did not you ? 


B 2 2 Yes, 


L 4) 

A. Yes. I was by natyre a child of wrath, 
Epheſ. ii. 3. 

2. Would God have been juſt in condemning 
you for the ſin in which you were born? 
A. Aſſuredly. Compare Rom. v. 14. with Gen. 
xvili. 25. Rom. iii. 5, 6. 

O: What is the wages of fin ? 

A. Death. Rom. vi. 23. 

O. What death? 

A. Death temporal and eternal, Luke xii. 82 


©. And does every babe that is born in fin de- 
ſerve eternal death ? 
A. Yes. So God's word ſays. 
Q. Many people call children little innocents, 
don't they ? 
- Th « - 
2. But are they innocent ? ek 
A. No. | 8 
2: And if they were innocent would they everdie? 
A. No, for death is only the wages of ſin. 
D. Are the ſeeds of all fin ſown in the nature of 
man before he is born? 
A. Ves. Job xiv. 4. Pſal. Ii. 5. 
"PÞ. Is all the wickedneſs therefore in the world 
| tb. anſequence of our being corrupted creatures by 
Batulre? | | | 


d the ſcripture ſays, Pſal, lviii. 37 4 


L. It 


ra 


it 


G. 
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in 
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"9. It is very deſirable to be delivered from the 
wrath you ſpeak of, is it not ? 
A. Oh yes, very deſirable. 

9. What would become of you if you were not. 
delivered from it ? 


A. Body and ſoul would be caſt into hell. 


Pſal. ix. 17. 


O: What can only deliver you from ſin, and its 
wages, death and hel] ? 

A. The blood of Chriſt. 

9, What doth that for you? 

A. It eleanſeth from all fin. 1 John i. 7 

©. Who is this Chriſt you ſpeak of? 
' A. He is God the Son. John i, 1. Mark i, 11. 

QL. What did he for you? 

A. He undertook to pay to God the Father a 
ranſom for our fins. Heb. x. 9. Matt. xx. 28. 

Q. How did he accompliſh this? 

A. He became a little child, took our nature, in 


i fulfilled the law of God, and died upon a croſs, 


Q. What benefit could this obtain for you:? Did 
God accept his Son's ſacrifice for your fins? © 

A. Yes, he died the juſt for the unjuſt, 1 Pet. 
Ii. 18. Rom. v. 19. Heb. 9. 12.—x, 14. 

©. Do you ſuppoſe: that the baptiſm of your 
body in water repreſents the waſhing of your ſoul 
in the blood of Chriſt ? 


B 3 1 


E 
A. I do. 1 Cor. vi. 11. Heb. ix. 14. 
D. It is not therefore the act of the miniſter, in 


fprinkling you, nor the water which waſhes you 
that makes you a Chriſtian indeed? 
A. No. This is but an outward ſign of the i In- 


ward and ſpiritual grace. 
©. You don't ſuppoſe that all had names are 


in a pariſh regiſter, are therefore real Chriſtians ? 


A. No. 

C. You are right my dear, only thoſe are true 
Chriſtians who have the waſhing of regeneration, 
and the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. Baptiſm is 
a figure, and without the thing fignifted by the 


ſign, it can profit us nothing.—All are admitted to 


the outward ſign who are preſented by the commu- 
nicants as their ſponſors.—In the judgment of 
charity we receive ſuch into the pale of putward 


profeſſion, preſuming they will be brought up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord. Time 


muſt proye whether they are really of the number 


of God's faithful and ele& children, I hope you 


my dear little ones will be of that happy number, 
and be found experiencing what you learn to re- 


peat that the Holy Ghoſt ſanctifieth you with all 
the elec people of God. 


Q. Were you in your baptiſm admitted to any 
great bleſſings and W ? 
-# Yes. 
Q, What 


in 
ou 


Vhat 


1 

9, What were they? | 

A. I was made a member of Chriſt, a child of 
God, and an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven. 

O. What do you mean by being made a mem- 
ber of Chriſt, a child of God, and an inheritor of 
the kingdom of heaven? No outward form can ef- 
fect this, can it? 

A. No. Gal iii. 26. 

L. Do you mean then, that the ſacramental fign 
and ſea] of baptiſm, gave you a right to claim by 
faith under the covenant of promiſe, theſe great 
and diſtinguiſhed mercies? 

A. I do. Rom. iv. 11. 

9. If you live and die in unbelief, impenitence, 
and wickedneſs, you cannot be a child of God, 
can you? 

A. No, aſſuredly. Gal. iii. 27.—. 24. 

C. Mind this my dear children, if you grow up 
to tell lies to be froward—to quarrel one with 
another—to hate your bibles—to negle& to pray 
to God to give you his grace—and be like the 
many wicked examples around you, inſtead of be- 
ing members of Chriſt, children of God, and in- 
heritors of the kingdom of heaven, you will be 
found members of the wicked one, children of the 
devil, and inherit wrath to the uttermoſt. I pray 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that your lot and portion 
Em | may 


% 


Are you grafted into Chriſt! 


"© Io! 


may be with his choſen ones, who being baptized 
into Chrift have put on Chriſt. 


H. 


C. You told me, when you were baptized, that 


you were admitted to claim ſome great and diftin- 
auiſhed privileges, what is the firſt of them? 


A. To become a member of Chriſt. 

2. What? A member of Chriſt's body as your 
hand and foot are members of your own body: 

A. Yes. 1 Cor vi. i5,—-Xxii. 12. Eph. v. 30. 

2. Chriſt hath a natural humen body, like yours, 
hath he not ? 

A. Yes. 

2. Hath he alſo a myſtical body compoſed of all 


Faithful people, of whom he is the head? 


A. Yes. Eph. v. 23.—i. 22.—iv. 15. Col. i. 18. 

2. Of which of theſe are you a member, of his 
natural or myſtical body? 

A. Of Chriſt's myſtical body. 

2. Is this any bleſſing, or advantage to you? 

A. Ves, inexpreſſibly great. 

L. What were you before you were a member 
of Chriſt ? Fes Gt: 

A. Dead in Naku and "yg "AY YI, 24 3 

O. How came you then to be alive unto God! 


4, Yes, 


zed 


f his 


aber 


» Zo 
od? 


Ves, 


55 
A. Yes. Eph. ii. 4, 5. 
C. But for this you muſt have been as a dry 


| branch, cut off and withered fit fuel only for the 


fire, John xv. 6. 

2. If you are a member of Chriſt, doth he love 
you as his own fleſh and blood; feel for you; 
guard you; "g's will he never leave and forſake 


you? 


A. So, i eee and hope. 3 
9. Is it not then highly your duty, and ſhould 
it not be your delight to love Chriſt your head, Ru 
his people your fellow members? 
A. Yes aſſuredly. 1 John iv. 13, 21. 
O. It is by ſuch a Chriſtian ſpirit chat you muſt 
prove you belong to Chriſt? | 
A. Certainly, John xiii. 35. 
©. What is the ſecond diſtinguiſhed vive 
to which you are admitted in dai * 
A. To become a child of God. | 
D. Why? Were you not born a child of God? 
A. No. I was his creature, but not his child. 
Q. How came this about? 
A. By Adam's fin. Rom, v. 12. 
2, Who was he? 

A. The firſt man. | 
©. Was he the child of God? Did God create 
him in his own image and bkeneſs | ? 
A, Yes, Gen. i. 27. | 
B 5 9. How 


10 
©, How came he to forfeit his mere ies ? 
A. He finned. 
O. Where? 
A. In Paradiſe. 
- 2. And did he loſe God's image and likeneſs, 
by his fall into ſin ? 7 1055 
A. He did. 1 John iii. 8. 
2. Did all his poſterity ſuffer for his fall! ? 
A. Yes, they fell in him. Rom. v. 12, 17, 19. 
2, Are none of the children of Adam now born 


children of God:? 


A. None. 
Qt. Are they born in the likeneſs of Adam, when 


bearing God's image, or when he had leſt it by 

his fall?, 

A. When he had loſt it. Gen. v. 3. „ 
2. Then you are a child of Adam by nature, 


are you? 
A, I am. 
O. How come you then to ſay you re a child 


of God? Has God taken back any of Adam's poſ- 
terity into this bleſſed relation again? Tot: 


A. Yes, many. . 

©, How is this done? | 

A. By adoption, and grace, e 

Q. Do you mean by this, that God in his Son 
Chriſt Jeſus, and for His ſake is pleaſed gractouſly 
to pardon, and readmit into his family ſome of 
tne fallen children of Adam? 


In | 


vn OO wie 
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A. I do. Eph. i. 4—7. FS 

9. And do you ſuppoſe that baptifm is eppoknted 
as the fign of your readmiſſion into God's family? 

A. Ves. Matt. xxviii. 19. 

2. ls it a great favour and bleſſing to have God 
for your father ? 

A. The greateft in the world. FS 

9. If you are God's child, you expect that God 
will love you provide for you -wateh over you 
and lead you in his holy ways. | 

A. I truft he will. 

9. What is your duty then i Got is to good t to 
you, as to make you his child? Should you love 
him as a father *—fear him *—depend upon his 


_ care*—pray to him ſubmit to his providences%— 


and be patient under his corrections? 
A. Yes, no doubt I ought. 

C. I pray God for you, my dear children, that 
you may remember this. All that the tendereſt 
father ever ſhewed you of affection and kindneſs is 
mfinitely ſhort of what your father in heaven hath 


done and is doing for his children; and if there 
cannot be a more ſhocking character, than an un- 


natural, undutiful and diſobedient child to an 
earthly parent: how much more wicked and un- 
grateful would you be, if you n yourſelves 
2 prov. xxili. 26, 


Cc x Pet, v. 7. Matt. vi. 25 
© Heb, xii, 9. 


b Pſal. cxii. 1. 
o Eph, Vl, 18. Lake xvili. Is 


12 } 
to de children of God, and yet lived and 50 as 
the children of the wicked one ? a 'y 

QD. What is the third privilege to which you 
were admitted at your baptiſm ? / 

A. To be an inheritor of the kingdom. — bea. 
ven. 

O. You have heard then, I pole that there 
is a heaven and a hell, do you believe it? 

A. Yes, I do. 

2, Which of theſe do you expect to go to when 
you are dead ? 

A. To heaven, I hope. 

2. I pray the Lord of life and glory, to bring 
you there, my dear child! But do not all in generaÞ 
hope to go to heaven when they dic ? 

A. They do. 
©. But will every perſon go to heaven ? 
A. No, not every one. ET ROY 
©. Will not ſome, yea many, very many, go 
into hell when they die, think you? 
A. I am perſuaded they will, Matt. vii. 49, 14. 


C. Yes, my dear children, all the wicked who 


die in their ſins, will be caſt into hell; and broad 
is the gate, and wide the way that leadeih to 
deſtruction, and many there be that go in thereat; 
for {trait is the gate, and narrow the way which 
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. 
This is an awful and alarming truth, which the 


many cannot be perfuaded to receive, becauſe theß 


are 


1 

are not of that few. I hope you will be found of 
the bleſſed number, who. ſhall enter into the joy of 
their Lord. : You ſay you hope ſo. Who are 


thoſe therefore who ſhall inherit the IE of 
heaven? 


A. Tbey chat are nb of Chriſt and children 
of God upon earth. Rom. viii. 17. 

9. You don't think any others can be ſaved 75 

A. No. 

9. Either of you, I dare ſay, would think it a 
great thing if you were heir to the richeſt man in 


the pariſh, and to inherit all his wealth and ſub- 
Ne would not you! ? | 


12G Ade 

C. Ah, my dears, if you were rakilires of princes, 
and could inherit crowns and kingdoms, they 
would appear but poor things when you conſider 
yourſelves as dying worms, in a dying world, what 
can we carry into the grave with us of theſe things? 
Nothing. Naked came we into the world, and in 
the ſame condition muſt the greateſt prince, as 
well as the meaneſt beggar, go out of it, and carry 
with him none of his pomp when he dieth, The 


only ſubſtantial and truly deſireable portion under 
the ſun is that which the children of God enjoy. 
They are heirs of God, and joint heirs with Chriſt, 


If this be your ſtate, if you had not bread to eat, 
or. rags to. cover your nakedneſs, you would be 
richer than the wealth of worlds could make you, 

and 


| 
| 
| 


'" WI 
and more honourable in the fight of God, the 
fountain of true honour, than the kings of the 
earth, I cannot make you heirs to a great eſtate, 
or ennoble you; but, my dear children, I can tell 

you how you may become children of God, and 
inheritors of his kingdom, which is fa W 
Don't you think ſo? 
A. I do. 
C. I hope you do. I am ſure you will when 
you come to die. te 


III. 


C. Vou have been telling me of the diſtinguiſhed 
privileges into which you were admitted at your 


baptiſm. And I wiſh you deeply and ſeriouſly to 


remember them. I think the leaſt boy or girl of 
you all is old enough to know how deſireable it is 
to have God for your father, and heaven for your 
home. And if fo, will be careful to feek in the 
firſt place the kingdom of God, which you are 
called thus to inherit, This you engaged to do, 


when at your baptiſm you were numbered among 


God's profefling people, and being of too tender 
years to ſpeak for yourſelves, your godfathers and 

godmothers ſolemnly engaged te teach you, as ſoon 
as you ſhould be able to learn, what a folemn vow 


promiſe and profeſſion you then made, by them 


your ſureties, Whether they have diſcharged 
their 


—— = WW 4 

their duty or not, I know not. Dreadful care- 
leſſneſs in this matter is but too common, But be 
that as it may, you are now of years to underſtand 
what they engaged for on your behalf, And if 
you would receive any effectual bleſſing in conſe- 
quence of your baptiſm, and actually enjoy the 


high privilege of being Chriſtians, you muſt be 


found walking before God as dear children, As 
you acknowledge this to be your bounden duty 
and ſervice, I defire therefore to know, whether 
you can tell me, what did your godfathers and 
godmothers in your baptifm promiſe for you ? 

A. They did promiſe and vow three things in 


my name, 1ſt. That I ſhould renounce the devil 


and all his works, the pomps and vanities of this 
wicked world, and all the finful lufts of the fleſh. 
2dly. That I ſhould believe all the articles of the 
Chriſtian faith. And 3dly. That I ſhould keep 
God's holy word and commandments, and walk 


in the ſame all the days of my life. 


9, Well now mind Three things you ſay hag 
promiſed for you. What is the firſt of them? 

A. I. That I ſhould renounce the devil and alt 
his works, the pomps and vanities of this wicked 
world, and all the finful luſts of the fleſh, 

DO. Very well. So that you ſee that the firſt 
article of your engagement with God, as the 
grateful return due for his infinite mercy and grace 
in calling you to his holy baptilm, is that you 

ſhould 


1 3: 


ſhould renounce, reſiſt, oppoſe, and manfully un- 
der Chriſt's banner's fight againſt a wicked devil, 
a wicked world, and a wicked heart, This is 
the Chriſtian's warfare, and under the conduct of 
the great captain of his ſalvation he goeth on con- 
quering and to conquer. What is the firſt enemy 
of Chriſt and your ſoul which you engage to re- 
nounce and fight againſt ? 
A. The devil and all his works. | 

D. You have heard that there is ſuch a being 
as the devil, the grand enemy of God and e 
have you not? 

. es. 

9. Do you know what he is in his nature ? 
' A. A wicked and fallen ſpirit. 


2 My dear, you anſwer right. The in 


2 wicked and fallen ſpirit—he hath not a body as 
we have, he is a ſpirit. God created him a glo- 
rious archangel: in heaven pride entered into his 
heart, and he rebelled againſt God and his anointed. 
He drew by his wiles multitudes of the angels to 
join him in his rebellion - for which God in juſt 
judgment caſt them down from their high eſtate, 
and reſerves them in chains of darkneſe, unto the 
judgment of the great day. Theſe wicked ſpirits 
are permitted now to go to and fro in the earth to 
try the fidelity of the childien of God, (carrying 
always their hel] with them) and are maliciouſſy 


bent 


Br 
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bent to ſeduce us from our allegiance, that we may 
ſhare with them in their guilt and puniſhment. 


Therefore we are called upon to reſiſt the devil, 
that he may flee from us, that is, to reject his 


temptations and allurements to ſin. 


Many toolith perſons frighten little children with 
terrible ſtories of the devil, and his coming to them, 
and as fooliſh and abſurd pictures even in our 
prayer-books repreſent the devil as black, with 
horns and hoofs,. and a tail, as if he were ſome 
ſtrange beaſt, But, my dears, all this is ridicu- 
lous, falſe and abſurd. He is a ſpirit, and hath 
no body, nor parts of a body. Never did he ap- 
pear in any ſuch ſhape or form, tis a bug - bear; | 
you never need be afraid of ſuch a phantom, No. 
If ever he appeared, he would not come in a figure 
to be loathed, but to be loved; and therefore St. 


Paul ſaith he transforms himſelf into an angel of 


light. If the devil appeared as he is, and we could 
ſee his real character and deſigns he would be ab- 
horred, and deteſted. But the way he works is as 
a ſpirit having acceſs to our ſpirits, preſenting & 

our ſenſes ſuch outward objects as would allure us 


to ſin, and ſuggeſting to us that evil, which would 


make us in our ſouls like himſelf. 1 
©, Are there many devils? : FINE 
A. Yes, great multitudes. Mark v. 9 1 , 


- ©. Is there a prince of the devils ? 2 


= 


A. Yes. 


Qt. Is his name particularly mentioned in ſetip- 
ture? 

A. Ves. He is called by many names, Satan, 
Beelzebub, Apollyon, Abaddon. 

Q. What is his work? 

A. To fin himſelf, and tempt others to commit 
ſin. 1 John iii. 8. 


9. May the children of the devil then be known 
In this world? 


A. Yes. NN 

©. How are they to be known ? 

A. By their works. Matt. vii. 20. 

L. Are lyars the children of the devil? 

A. Yes. John viii. 44. 

C. Mind now what you are ſaying, or you will 
be condemned out of your own mouth. The devil 
was a lyar from the beginning. Take care to 


ſpeak the truth always if you would be God's chil- 


dren, and not have the devil for your father. 


©. Is fighting and quarreling and murder the 
work of the devil? 


A. Yes. He was a matt from the begin- 
ning. 
C. Take notice of this, nad be always kind and 


loving one to another, and never quarrel, and fight 
and ſcrateb, and abuſe one another. 


2. Are 


Wn 
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O. Are diſobedient children the children of the 
wicked one ? 

A. Ves. He is the ſpirit that worketh in the 
children of difobedience. 

C, Well then, be ſure be dutiful and obedient 
to your parents, do as they bid you, without mur- 
muring, and be more afraid of all ſin and wicked- 
neſs, becauſe it makes you like the devil, than be- 
cauſe yau will be beaten if you are caught doing 
what is evil.— Vour firſt grand enemy is the devil, 
him you profeſs ta renounce and all his works. 
What is the ſecond enemy of your ſoul that you 
regQunce? 

J. The pomps and vanities of this wicked 
world. 

9. Is this a good or a wicked andy; 

A. A wicked world. 

D. But remember, the things of the world in 
themſelves are nat evil; for every creature of God 
is good, but the devil's children, who abuſe the 
good creatures of God, make the wickedneſs of 
the world. Are the generality of mankind good 
or evil? 

A. Very evil. The whole world lieth in 
wickedneſs; 5 

2. What do you renounce in this wicked 
world ? 

A. The pomps and vanities of it, 
C. The 


1 2 5 


C. The pomp, pride and vanitfes of the Werde 
are the things which the devil employs to ſeduee 
and enſlave mens hearts, and by theſe he maintains 
his kingdom in the world. Hence he is called the 
god of this world. The world and the things of 
it in themſelves, as God's creatures, are all good, 
but perverted: by our corruption they become oc- 
caſions of evil: the wealth and honours of it mi- 
niſter to mens pride and covetouſneſs. They love 


mammon more than God, and prefer gold to god-- 


lineſs, and the honour which cometh from man, 


to that which cometh from God only; worſhipping 
and ſerving the creature more than the Creator. 
Such pomps and vanities purſued make the word 


to be called this wicked wotld. 

D. Are the pomps and vanities or the world 
confined only to the rich and great? 

A. No. 


2. Are poor perſons, ſuch as you, children, or 
your parents, in danger from the pomps and va- 


nities of this wicked world ? 
A. Yes, as well as others, 


C. True, my dear, pride and covetouſneſs are 


bound up in the heart of every man, and the things 
of the world draw theſe forth into act, in whatever 
ſtation we are placed, if the grace of God does not 
reſtrain the evil. A poor man may be as proud in 
a cottage, as the rich in a palace.—A little girl, 

| like 


no! 


3 
like you, may be as proud of a fine ribband or a 
new gown, as the lady who is decked in bro- 
cade and diamonds, A labourer, who has learned 
to read and write may be as vain of his ſcholarſhip 
among his equals, as the moſt puffed up worldly 
wiſeman, who looks down upon him with con- 
tempt, and the ſame coveting of the wealth of the 
world —p le in what they. pofſeſs—and diſcontent 
in what they want or are diſappointed of, appears 
equally in the loweſt a as well as higheſt ſtations of 


life, 


. 2D, What further do you profeſs to renounce ? 

A. All the ſinful luſts of the fleſh, 

9.: Why, are there any luſts of the fleſh that are 
not ſinful ? 

MN 08- 

C. True. For we muſt diſtinguiſh between 
deſires of the fleſh that are natural, and agreeable 
to God's order, and thoſe which are otherwiſe. 
Moderate reſt, convenient food and raiment, and 
bodily exerciſe, may be profitably as well as plea- 
ſingly made uſe of; and marriage, we know is 
honourable among all, and the bed undefiled. 
Theſe are deſires of the fleſh, and only become 
ſinful by intemperate indulgence. Can you tell 
me then what luſts of the fleſh as ſinful you have 
engaged to renounce ? | 

A. Adultery and fornication, 


D. Are 


| 
. 
| 
| 
z 
| 
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L. Are you not alſs to renourice all lewd de- 


fires, lewd looks, and lewd actions, lewd dreſſes, 


lewd words, lewd books, or whatever would lead 


to fornication and uncleanneſs? 


A. Ves, aſſuredly. Prov. vi. 17. Rom. xiii. 14. 
D. Are theſe things equally forbidden of Dan 


as the proper deeds of lewdneſs ? 


A. Yes. Matt. v. 28. 

9. Is drunkenneſs, think you, a finful luſt of 
the fleſh ? 

A. It is. 

9. And gluttony? 

A. Yes. | 

C. They are fo. For they inflame the body, 
and ſtir up wicked deſires. And no man can take 
fire into his boſom, and not be burnt. 

2; What think you of floth, is that tov a heful 
luſt of the fleſh ? 

A. Yes. 

C. Fhe idle and ſiothful are EY for the firſt 


temptation. When people fleep not for refreſh- 


ment, but loiter upon their beds to harbour evi} 


thoughts, when bodily eaſe and pleaſure are their 
chief Rudy,—when they are ſauntering away their 


time with companions as idle as themſelves or by 


_ promiſcuous intercourſe of the ſexes in dances, 


revellings and ſuch like, ſtir up evil deſires, the con- 
ſequence cannot but follow that ſenfual' appetite 
IN will 


the 
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will enſlave the body, and deſtroy the ſoul. Re- 
member therefore, my dear children, and begin. 
early to flee theſe things. 


IV. 


C. Vour godfathers and godmothers promiſed 
three things for you at your baptiſm, you ſay, the 
firſt of which was, that you ſhould renounee the 
devil, &c. What is the ſecond thing whink they 
promiſed for you? 

A. That I ſhould believe all the ace of che 
Chriſtian faith. 

2. Is faith eſſential to the character of a Chriſ- 
tian ? 


"th Cer cainly. 


2. Shall every one that believes the articles of 


the Chriſtian faith be ſaved ? 
A. Aſſuredly. Mark xvi. 16. 
9. What will become of thoſe who believe not ? 
A. They that believe not ſhall be damned, 


2. Where are the articles of the Chriſtian faith 


to be ſought and found ? 

A. In. the Bible. 5 

9. Where are they ſhortly collected and ſummed 
up? 

A. In the creeds commonly called the Apoſtle' 85 


E the Nicene, —and Athanaſian. 


2. Are 
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9. Are you bound to believe all the Os ha 
the Chriſtian faith? 


A. Yes, all of them. 


2. Your godfathers nnd bs —_ 
that you ſhould believe all the articles of the Chriſ- 


tian faith, did they not? 
A. They did. 
2: But faith is the gift of n is it not? 
A. Yes, Eph. ii. 8. | 
C. You cannot therefore mean that it was in 
your godfather's or godmother's power to make 


you believe, what they undertook can only imply, 


that as ſoon as you ſhould be able to learn they 
would inftruQ you in the principles of the Chriſ- 


tian faith, ſee that you were taught your creed 


and catechiſm—ſet before you the evidence on 
which your faith ſtands—call upon you to hear 
ſermons, becauſe faith cometh by hearing, and 


hearing by the word of God—exhort you to a di- 


ligent attendance on all the means of grace, and 
pray for you that the means may be effectual to 


your real converſion. More than this they could 
not engage for.— Whether they have done ſo or 


not ſhould be their ſcrious enquiry, or much guilt 


will lie upon them. With regard to yourſelves, 


however, you will be left without excuſe, if now 
that I am explaining to you thefe things, 'you 
ſhould be inattentive and careleſs. It is a matter, 

my 
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my dear children; of- infinite importance to you, 
whether you live and die in faith and in God's 


favour or out of it. Anduberefore am I thus 


you to know by my nbuth the things that make 


for your everlaſting peace, and give you the true 


n of his Ms that you may believe „—— to 


9. What j the third thing your bellen and 
godmothers promiſed for you ?/ 5 

A. That 1 ſhould keep God's holy will = 
commandments, ahd walk i in the ſame all the oye 
of:my-tifer 25s [55 4 

9. Has true faith always A powerful influence 
on the practice - | 


A. Yes. 4 
O. What doth it produce in 1 the heart? - 
A. Love to God. Gal. v. 6. iS 


| ©. Is there any real love of God but from ach 


as its root? 


A. No. We love him, becauſe we believe he 
firſt loved us. 


2. What is the eſſence of true morality ? 
A. The love of God in the heart. Rom. xiii. 10. 
2, Can any of God's commandments be in any 


meaſure kept, if we are not uhder the 2 of 
the love of God? 


A. No, in no wiſe. , 
5 C 2. Are 


employed, that if it pleaſe God he would mae 
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2. Are God's will and commandments nag. 


ther holy, juſt and good? 


A. Ves. Rom. vii. 12. TT» 
2. Is the will of his providence 4 belt, and 


whatever he ordains, ſhould you n to it with 
entire reſignation ? 


A. That is my bounden duty. Pſal. xxxix. . 


O. Then you are never to murmur under po- 


verty, - under ſickneſs, under afflictions, —under 
diſappointments, — under * — 

A. I ought not. 

Q: But it is very trying and difficult to be thus 


| wholly reſigned to God's will and pleaſure, is it 


not ? | 


©. This then ſhould humble you, ſhould it 
not, and ſhew you what a poor ſinner you are, and 
how ſhort you come in keeping God's holy will ? 

A. Yes, it ſhould. 

C. Well, ſee that it doth then, and lead you 
every day to the Saviour of ſinners, Jeſus Chriſt, 
for pardon and peace, for he is the advocate. for 


| his people when they ſin, and pleads his blood as 


their perpetual propitiation. 
©. You engaged in your baptiſm to obey God's 
precepts as well as ſubmit to * providences, did 


you mob! 
4. Ye 


A. Yes. The fleſh is ready to . and 
rebel. | 
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4. Ye. 

9. Are all God's commandments holy, moſt 
icet for him to enjoin, and moſt fit for 8 to 
obey? | 
A. Certainly, 

D. What is fin? 

A. The tranſgreſſion of God's * 

2, What is the wages of ſin? ok 

A. Death eternal. | * 

9. What? Doth every beten 8 of God's 
commands deſerve God's wrath and damnation? 

A, Yes, it doth. 

J. That is a very dreadful thing then, is it 
not? . 

A. Indeed it is, 

9. Can there be ſuch A thing then as a latl fin, 
againſt this holy God? 

„ 5 

9. Is he that n., in one point gilt of 
all? 

A. Ves. James ii. 10. 5 
C. True, for every ſin little or great is an 
open renunciation of the authority of God over us. 
2. Do you think any perſon . the whole 
law and commandments of God?  _ 

A. No. All have ſinned. Rom. iii. 23. 


2. Yet you promiſe to walk in his command- 
ments _ the days of your life? | : 


4.1 


C 2 
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condemns you ? 


they are ſtill your rule of duty, are 1 not ? 


31 
A. I do. A. 
DQ. You own this i is your bounden "uy then? C. 


W No doubt it is. deep: 
. Do you approve of God's law chough perie 
All | 


A. I do. God is righteous, but I am a ſinner, thou 
= - You cannot therefore bear that God ſhouli diene 
enter into judgment with you as having kept all can! 


his commandments { ? and | 
A. No. 1 cannot indeed. In many things wel God 
all offend. W their 


©. Will your own 1 beſt obedience fave. you? 
A. No, in no wiſe. 
Q. Who then is your ſalvation ? 


A. Chriſt. Acts iv. 12. 2 
Q. Did he fulfil the law of God and all righte 
ouſneſs for you ? 


A. He did. Rom. x. 4. 

2. Doth he juſtify you then before God though 
A poor ungodly finner ? 
A. 1 truſt he doth, 

2. But tho' the commandments of God througi 
_ weakneſs and corruption cannot be kept pet 
fectly, and procure you life, as a covenant of works: 


A. They are. 
2. And as ſuch you take them for your guide 
do you not? 


A. | 


ts ] 
A. 1 hope to do fo, 

en? C. I pray God you may, and every day get a 
deeper diſcovery of God's mind and will, and ex- 
perience a warmer deſire to be conformed to it. 
All God's children are obedient children, and 
iner. though they place no dependance upon their obe- 
houldff dience to juſtify them before God, in whoſe fight 
can no fleſh living be juſtified, yet do they watch 
and pray that their ways may be made direct before 
God's face, and that they may be enabled to let 
their light ſhine before men, adorning the doctrine 
of God our Saviour in all things. 


gh It 


pt all 


gs wel 
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C. I have been endeavouring ſummarily to ſet be- 
fore you on the one hand the great and diſtinguiſh. 
ed bleſſings to which thoſe who are truly baptiſed 
into Chriſt are admitted, and on the other hand 
the obligations under which ſuch baptiſed perſons 
lie, of living by faith, renouncing all evil, and 
walking in God's ways. You, my dear children, 
were unable, when you were preſented at the font, 
to underſtand.either the privileges or the obliga- 
tions of your baptiſm. You were infants—but 
born of prefeſſing parents, to whoſe children as 
well as themſelves the promiſes are made—and as 
capable of admiſſion into the pale of the church of 
C2 Chriſt, 


| Chriſt, as an Iſraelitiſh child was by circumciflon 
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to be admitted into it, to which rite t aptiſm ſuc- 
ceeds—alſo godly perſons, or thoſe, who as par. 
takers of the Lord's table ought to be fo, ſince 


none ſhould dare to approach the Lord's table un- 


renewed in the ſpirit of their minds, ſuch godly 


perſons having undertaken for your early inſtrue- 


tion, that you might be brought up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord — On all theſe ae- 
counts you were permitted, though infants, to be 


initiated under the ſeal of the covenant, baptiſed 


into the number of God's people, and admitted in- 
to his church and all the privileges of it ; but now 
that you are grown to ſome ability of underſtand- 
ing what a ſolemn vow, promiſe, and profeſſion 
they made for you: I as your miniſter in the face 


of God and this congregation, do, as is my duty, | 

aſk of you, whether you really think you are bound 
to believe and do as they your godfathers and ** 
mothers promiſed for you? 


A. Ves verily, and by God's help ſo I will; and 
I heartily thank our heavenly Father, that he hath 
called me to this ſtate of ſalvation, through Jeſus 


Chriſt our Saviour : and I pray unto God to give 
me his grace, that I may continue in the lame 


unto my life's end. 
C. I am glad to hear you make ſo full a con- 
ſeſſion of ſo gracious a purpoſe. I pray God for 
you 


yo 
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you that you may be found faithful. Mind my 
dear children what you are ſaying. You are now 
taking upon yourſe]ves all that your godfathers and 
godmothers promiſed in your name, and you will 


be falſe to God and your own ſouls if you draw 


back from it——will forfeit all the bleſſings of bap- 
tiſm—and if you ſhould have a lie in your mouth, 
with the croſs of Chriſt marked on your forehead, 
you will have the wrath of God upon your ſouls. 
Conſider then ſeriouſly what you are anſwering. 
Do you really think you are bound to believe and 
do as they promiſed for you? Anſwer me. 

A. Yes, verily. 

©. But you do not undertake this I __ in 
"or own ſtrength ? 

A. No. Our ſtrength is but weakneſs. 

©. By what means do you hope to ſucceed ? 

A. By God's help, fo I will. John xv, 5. | 

O. Muſt God therefore work in you both to 
will and to do of his good pleaſure ? 

A. Yes. Salvation is from God alone. 

2. Do you ſuppoſe you are now admitted into a 
ſtate of ſalvation ? 

A, I do. 

9. Through whoſe merits ? - 

A. Through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, 

Q. Is there no ſalvation out of Chriſt? 

A. None. Acts iv. 12. 


C 4 ; 2. You 
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2. You were born a ſinner, and as ſuch were in 
a ſtate of damnation, were you not? 


A. I was by nature. 
Q.: Is Chriſt come to _ 120 fave & that __ whic 
was loſt? © 
A. Ves. A 
2. Is he a Saviour to the uttermoſt to all that L 
come to God by him ? A 
A. He is. 4 
2. Can they therefore never perilh whom he un- of a 
dertakes to ſave ? 2 
A. No, never. John x. 28. | £ 
Q. Is not this matter of inexpreſlible comfort if kee 
we believe it truly ? TEES ſtre 
A. It is. po 
Q. Ought you nat to be r thankful t to a 
God for his unſpeakable mercy? Va; 
A. I deſire to be fo, and heartily thank our 
heavenly Father, who hath called me into this ſtate . 
of ſalvation through Jefus Chrift our Saviour, up 


9. Do you ſuppoſe, that God for Chriſt's ſake 
is now became your father ? = 

A. I do, | ha 

9. I hope you will continue in this bleſſed ſtate 
and relation unto your life's end, and I dare ſay 
you deſire ſo to do. 


A. That is indeed my deſire. 


ha 
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9, What means do you make uſe of for us 
bleſſed end and purpoſe ? | 

A. I pray unto God to give me bis grace that 1 
may continue in the ſame (ſtate of ſalvation to 
which I am admitted) unto my life's end. 
' 9, Has God appointed prayer as the means ? 

A. Yes. He hath. Luke xv. 9—13. 

2. Is he the God that heareth prayer? 

A. Ves. He is. John xiv. 13, 14. 

9. And hath he promiſed to give his Holy Spirit 
of all grace to them that aſk him? 

A. He hath. Luke xi. 13. | 

9. Then you depend upon God's grace alone to 
keep you from falling, and not upon your own 
ſtrength or reſolutions ? 

4. I depend upon his grace alone. 
9. Is God able to keep you in that ſtate of 2 
vation into which he hath called you ? | 

A. Yes, fully able, 

2, But hath he promiſed to do ſo whilſt you call 
upon bim? 

A. Yes, he hath, Pſal, I. 15. 

2. Why then you can never periſh, but muſt 
have everlaſting life ? 

A. That is my confidence. 

©. Shall none be able to pluck you out of his 
hands ? 

A. None. 5 | 
Cs S But 
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Q: But hath God promiſed to pour out a ſpirit of 
prayer and ſupplication upon his children? _ 

A. Yes, he hath ; becauſe we are ſons, he hath 
ſent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, whereby 
we cry, Abba Father, 

C. Remember this, my dear chin, to your 
great and endleſs comfort, your heavenly Father 
who brought you into this ſtate of ſalvation, hath 
ordained the means and the end. The end is ſal- 
vation, The means of abiding in it is prayer, for 
which he enables you, and to which he diſpoſes the 
hearts of his children, and then the conſequence 13 
infallible, I give unto my ſheep, ſays Chriſt, 
eternal life, and they ſhall never periſh, and none 

ſhall pluck them out of my Father's hand, Oh be 
thankful then for your holy vocation and calling 
into this ſtate of ſalvation, by Jeſus Chriſt our Sa— 
viour, and give all diligence in God's own appointed 


means and way, to make your * and election 
ſure. 


„ 


C. Your godfathers and godmothers promiſed to 
inſtruct you in the articles of the Chriſtian faith, 
can you repeat your creed, 

A. I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth: and in Jeſus Chriſt his 
only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghoft, born of the Virgin Mary, ſuffered 
under 
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under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried ; he deſcended into hell; the third day he 
roſe again from the dead ; he aſcended into heaven, 
and fitteth at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty, from thence he ſhall come to judge the 
quick and the dead, I believe in the Holy Ghoſt, 
the holy Catholick church, the communion of ſaints, 
the forgiveneſs of fins, the reſurrection of the body, 
and the life everlaſting. Amen. 

C. This is your creed then, and it is compoſed 


ol various articles or joints cloſely connected with 


each other. The knowledge of which are of the 
Jaſt importance to your ſalvation, For this is eter- 
nal life to know thee, (ſays St. John) the only 
true God and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. 
This knowledge and eternal life are inſeparably 
connected ; where God beſtows the one we have an 
infallible certainty that it is the pledge of the other. 

9. How come you by the knowledge of the true 
God ? | 

A. From the Scriptures. 

2. Why? Will not reaſon teach uo ſulkcieatly 
eoncerning God ? 

A. It will not. 

©. What? Is your underſtanding darkened by 
nature, and will not all the wiſdom -of the world 
lead you to the knowledge of God ? 

A. My underſtanding is darkened; and the world 
by wiſdom knew not God, 1 Cor, i. 12 

C. True, 


e 

C. Prue, my dear children, and never could is 
have known him, if it had not pleaſed God to re- Tri 
veal himſelf in his word. The works of God in- if t 
deed bear a ſtamp upon them, that the hand which 4 
made them is divine, and in themſelves are ſuited ( 
to prove the eternal power and godhead of their of 
great Creator; but as the ſun ſhines only to en- tur 
dighten thoſe who enjoy the faculty of viſion, but be 
conveys no gleam to the blind: ſo the works of G 
creation and providence would ſtill have left men | 
without God in the world, if God had not revealed go 
himſelf to us, and by traditionary notices, at firſt, 

and then by the Scriptures, preſerved the know- | 
ledge of his being and perfections. Without this ſhi 


I greatly queſtion whether fallen man, {notwith- 
| ftanding the pride of philoſophers) by any wiſdom 
of his own, if left without tradition or the Scrip- et 
tures, would know any more of God than the 
beafts which periſh, | 
2. How many Gods are there? N . ot 
A. But one living and true God. 
9. How many perſons are in the one godhead ? 
A. Three. 
L. The Unity in Trinity, and Trinity in 
Unity, is therefore to be ee f 
A. So I believe. 
©. Do they who deny the three endes in the 
one godhead, know or "Ore the e pane God 4 
> * do not. | 0 


9. Is 


the 
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2. Is the God, they worſhip who deny the 


Trinity, as much an idol of their iges gpg che as 


if they worſhipped a ſtock or a ſtone ? 
A. Certainly, Eph. ii. 12. 
C. True, my dear, for it matters not t kind 
of God men worſhip : if they know not the Scrip- 
ture God, they are idolaters, nay, atheifts, for' to 
be without the true God, is, in fact, to have no 


God in the world. 


9D. What names do theſe three perſon in the . 
godhead bear? 

A. The names of Father, Son, and Holy Gboſt. 

©. Are each of thefe by themſelves to * wor- 
ſhipped as God and Lord ? 

A. They are. 

Q: Are they in glory equal, a6d in majeſty co- 
eternal? 

A. So I believe. | 
D. Then neither of them is before or ter the 
other, neither greater nor leſs than the other. | 

A. This I ſteadfaſtly believe. 

9. Hath God a body, or * of a body ? 
A. No. 

O. Is he a Spirit! ? 

A. Yes. 
D. Is he poſſeſſed of infinite  perotions? 


A, Heis. 


2. Is there none like unto God, or that can 
compare with him ? 


A. No, 
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A. No, in no wiſe. 

Q. Is he almighty and able to do whatſoever 
nl him? | 

A. Yes, Eccleſ. viii. 3. 

D. Is he every where preſent 1 

A. Ves, he filleth heaven and earth * his 
preſence. 

9. Is he infinite in wiſdom and knowledge ? 

A. He is. 


2, Do you think he knoweth the very ſecret: of 
your hearts? 


A. I do. Pſal. xliv. 21. 
Qi. Doth God know all that hath been, and all 
that ſhall be? 

A. Yes. Known unto God from the beginning 
are all his works, | 

9. Is he infinitely good and gracious | ? 

A. Yes. His merey is over all his works. 

9. Is he faithful and true to his promiſes ? 

A. Aſſuredly. None ever truſted him and were 
confounded, 


9. Is he infinitely juſt and an in all bis 
works and ways? | 


A. He is. 

9. But when you have removed all poſkible ; im- 
perfection from him, and aſcribed to him all ima- 
ginable excellence, do you think you can attain 
unto the full and perfect knowledge of God, or is 
he above the thoughts of all created beings, in- 


comprehenſible? A. He | 
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A. He is incomprehenſible, None can find out 
the Almighty to perfection. 

O. You ſay your knowledge of this bleſſed God 
is from the Scriptures, but can every perſon who 
reads the Scripture attain to this knowledge by the 
mere exerciſe of their natural reaſon ? 

A. No. . 

O. Is there any ſupernatural affſtance needfal i in 


order to underſtand the Scriptures ? 


A. There is. John vi. 45. Luke xxiv. 45. 

Q: It is not by mere education or human teach- 
ing that you arrive at the Knowledge of the true 
God, is it? | | | 

A. No. I muſt be und of God. 

Q. Cannot you underſtand the Scriptures with- 
out divine afliſtance ? 

A. Not to any ſaving purpoſe. 

O. Cannot a natural man with a good capa- 


city, and human learning, underſtand the things 


which God's Spirit hath indited in his word ? 
A. No, in no wiſe. St. Paul ſaith, they appear 
fooliſhneſs to him, neither can he know them be- 


cauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 


Q. Muſt you look up therefore to be taught of 
God ? 


4 I muſt, | | 
Q. And doth all the wiſdom which maketh wiſe to 
ſalvation, come from above, from the F ather of lights? 


A. It doth, | 
L. May 
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9. May a poor unlettered man, under divine 


teaching, know much more of the things of God, 


and the doctrines of truth, than the wiſeſt un- 
enlightened man, who Jeans only to his own un- 
. derſtanding ? 

A. No doubt he may. Matt. xi. 25. 


C. Well then, if this be the caſe, you ſee, poor, 


ignorant, and unlearned perſons may know the true 
God, and the things that make for their ever- 
laſting peace, as well as the more poliſhed part of 


mankind. Some of you perhaps may be neglected 


and not even taught to read your Bibles; but if you 
hear me or others who read and explain God's word 
unto you, and God gives you an underſtanding to 
receive the truth in the light and the love of it, 
manifeſting himſelf to you as he doth not unto 
the world, you may be made a partaker of the 
faith of God's ele, and have a knowledge of 
Him, and his being, perfections, works and ways, 
which all the wiſdom of a thouſand Univerſities 
could never communicate to you. I ſpeak not this 
to diſparage ſeminaries of learning, or to encourage 


| a careleſs neglect of ſo great an acquiſition as 


knowledge. No. It is of all human things one 
of the moſt defirable, and a ſingular bleſſing to 
have enjoyed a good education. It was ſpoken to 
the honour of Moſes that he was learned in all the 
wiſdom of the Egyptians, but when this know- 
ledge, as it often doth, puffs up the heart, and 
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men depend upon their own reaſon, and look for 


no higher teaching than men and books and ſtudy 
can communicate; then their wiſdom becomes 
fooliſhneſs, their attainments are no better than 
ſplendid ignorance, and the meaneſt, moſt un- 


tutored Chriſtian ſees as much farther and deeper 


into the nature and perfections of the true God, 
and the things that make for his everlaſting peace, 
as the light of the meridian ſun diſcovers objects 
with a brightneſs ſurpaſſing that of the glimmering 
of the glow- worm. 


VII. 


0 We have been conſidering the firſt * ob- 
jeQ of faith, the triune God, he that cometh to 
God muſt believe that he is, according to his own 
revelation, You have told me, that in the unity 
of the godhead are three perſons, Father, Son, and 


Holy Ghoſt. Which in order is firſt of theſe 
divine perſons ? | 


A. The Father, 

9. Is he God? | 

A. Yes. I believe the Father is God. 

2. What do you particularly believe concern- 

ing God the Father? 

A. That he made me and all the world. 
2. Is not the world eternal? 8 k 
ON A. No. 


[ 4} 
A. No, 


- 2, Had it a veglaning'? 


A. Ves. In the beginning God created the 


heavens and the earth, 
L. What? Angels and men, and creatures of 
every kind ? 
A. Yes, all the hoſt of them. 
©. So then from the higheſt archangel to the 
flie that is born and dies in a ys all are the work 
of God's hand? IH 1 5 
. 4. | 
2. And is God the upholder pay preſerver of 
aut 


A. Yes, in him _y live and move, and have 


their being. 

. Do all things depend upon his providence? 

A. They do. 

2. Why do you give the title of Father to the 
firſt perſon of the ſacred Trinity ? 

A, Chiefly becauſe he is the Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. 


©. Do you not alſo regard God in the relation 
of a Father, t you? 
A. Yes, he is my reconciled God and Father in 
Chriſt. Gal. iii. 26. 
©. Though God be the Creator of all, do ſome 
of his creatures ſtand in a nearer and more endeared 
relation to him than others? 


A. « They 


the 


8 3 


A. They do. 

9. Hath he choſen them in Chriſt to be a kind 
of firſt fruits of his creatures ? 

A. He hath, Jam. i. 18. 


| ©. Theſe therefore are called his elect, are 


they ? 
A. They are, Eph. i. 4, 5. = 
C. This firſt chapter of the Epheſians is well 


| worthy of your ſerious peruſal. I wiſh your pa- 


rents, this evening, would read it over to you, for 
their own as well as your inſtruction and edifica- 
AY 

tion. | 


VIII. 


C. We are conſidering the articles of our belief. 
The firſt of which is faith in God the Father Al- 
mighty, Maker of heaven and earth. In the di- 
vine eſſence he is the firſt divine perſon. and who 
is the ſecond ? 

A. Jeſus Chriſt his only Son our Lord, _ 

2: Is faith in Jeſus Chriſt neceſſary to falva- 
tion? 

A. Abſolutely 3 Adds xvi. 30, 31. 


2 Whoſoever believeth not in him, muſt he, 


without doubt, periſh everlaſtingly ? ? 
A. He muſt, John iii. 36. 
H, What i is the meaning of the word Jeſus | ? 
” A It 
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A. It ſignifies a Saviour, Matt. i. 21. 

. Do you ſtand in * of a Saviour? 

A. I do. 

LOA Why ? Are you a loſt and helpleſs ſinner ? 

A. Yes, wholly ſo. Rom. v. 6. 

Q: Is Jeſus come to ſeek and fave that which is 
loſt ? 

A. He is. 


8 You ſay you are a loſt and helpleſs han; 
in need of a Saviour; do you think that for your 
fins you deſerve to periſh? 

A. I do. 


A. And can you make no compenſation to God 


for them to obtain your pardon ? 
A. No, none at all. Pal. xlix. 7, 8. 


O: What? Are you by nature as weak as you 


are wicked ? 

A. I am wholly ſo. Rom. v. 6. 

©. Doth the guilt of fin condemn you—and 
the power of it enſlave you? 
A. It doth, 

D. And. have you withal many ſpiritual ene- 
nia, 

A. have. The devil, the world, and my own 
wieked heart. 

2. Then you may well cry out with the apoſtle, 
W retched man that I am, who ſhall deliver me ? 
and. here. is the auſwer, 1 rank God, through 


Jeſus | 


J Dus ae ol a. 
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Jeſus Chriſt my Lord—lIs it not a great mercy to 


have a Saviour to fly to in ſuch a caſe? 

A. Very great. 

2. And will not they be incuculable who ne- 
glect ſo great a ſalvation ? 

A. No doubt they will be. Heb. ji. 3. 

C. Take care then that it be not your own caſe, 


a Saviour is preached to you, able to the uttermoſt 


to reſcue you from the curſe and conſequences of 


ſin, from death and hell, and all your ſpiritual 
enemies, Believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
you fhall be ſaved. Tis faith in him alone can 


bring you victory over your fears and foes, and 


make you finally more than conquerors. I pray 


the Lord for you, that he may. work it effectually 
in your hearts, 


IX. 


C. Vou have told me that you believe in Jeſus 
the ſecond perſon in the ſacred Trinity, as your 
only, and all ſufficient Saviour. We come now 


to conſider the ground on which that faith is built: 


for it is not ſaying like the Roman governor, We 
have heard of one Jeſus, that will do us any good, 
but being able to give a reaſon of the hope that is 
in us, and knowing that foundation to be ever- 


laſtingly ſtrong on which we build our confidence. 


It 


1 
It is not babbling over the articles of our creed 
that makes us believers, but the underſtanding 
what we ſay, and having our hearts eſtabliſhed 


in the truth as it is in Jeſus, elſe our Chriſtianity 


is but an empty name, and our profeſſion of faith, 
but as ſounding braſs and tinkling cymbal. 

©. Do you believe in Jeſus then as the 1 

A. I do. 

©. What is the meaning of the word Jeſus? 

A. It ſignifies anointed, 

C. Meffiah, Chriſt, Anointed, are all words of 
the ſame meaning, only in different languages, 
Jeſus is the true Meſfiah, anointed of God, and 
thereby both appointed by the divine will, and 


qualified by the divine Spirit, for the execution of 


the work of our ſalvation. Can you tell me who 
were by God's command under the Old Teſtament 
appointed to be anointed for their offices ? 

A. Prophets, prieſts, and kings. 

©. You are right, and they were herein the 
types and figures of him who united all theſe offices 
in his own perſon, and is therefore by way of « emi- 
nence ftiled, The Chriſt. i 

©. Is Chriſt your Prophet? 

A. He is. Deut. xviii. 15. 

2. Was it the prophet's office to teach the ain 
and will of God to the people? 
A. It was. 


©. De 
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O. Do you want a divine prophet and teacher ? ? 
A. I do. f 
©. Is there great blindneſs and ſpiritual j ignorance 

in your natural underſtanding ? 

. There is. ; Eph. Iv. 18. 

9. And can no teaching but that of Jeſus Chu | 
effectually remove it? | 

A. No other can be effectual. 1 Cor. i 1. 21. 

9, Would you never know or feel the true ſtate 
of guilt and miſery in which you are born and live 
by nature, if Jeſus did not teach you? 

A. I ſhould not. 2 Cor. iv. 6. John xvi. 8. 

O. But do not people "Oey confeſs they a are 
ſinners? | 

A. They do. 

9. But is there not a great difference between 
mens general confeſſions of fin, and a real feeling 
conviction of it on the conſcience ? 

A. Great difference indeed. 

©. Muſt the Spirit of Jeſus give you a divine 
conviction of fin, before you can confeſs it to any 
ſaving purpoſe ? 

A, He muſt, or my confeſſions will bo otherwiſe 
mere words, 

Q: Can you 8 hs any of the truths of 
God without this anointed Prophet's help? _ 
A, No, he muſt lead me into all truth. 

C. 1 


148 J 
C. I pray God for you, my dear children, that 
he may, and that you may know him to be your 
prophet by bleſſed heart-felt experience. 

9. What is the ſecond office which Chriſt the 
anointed bears? 

A. That of Prieſt, | 

2. Was it the office of the prieſt ander the 
law to offer up ſacrifices for the peoples fins? 
A. It was. Heb. viii. 3. 

9. And did he pray for them, that God would 
accept the blood of atonement of the beaſt which 
was ſlain, and pardon, bleſs, and ſave them? 

A. He did. . 

J. Do you think that in this the prieft x was a 
type and figure of Chrift ? 

A. He was. Heb. ix. . | 

9. Hath Jeſus Chriſt offered up to 9 the 
Father any ſacrifice for fin ? | 

A. Yes, himſelf, Heb, vii. 27. 

Q. And doth he ever live to pray and make in- 
terceſſion for us? | 
A. He doth, Heb. vii. 25. 

Q: Do we want ſuch an High-Prieft? 

A. Oh yes, exceedingly. 

O. What would become of us if he had not 
offered up himſelf for us ? 

A. We muſt have . John xi. 50. 

2. And 
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'9. And could we ever now approach Gad with 


acceptance, if we had not Jeſus as our Rr 


with the Father? 

4, We could not. John xiv. 6. 

D. So then all our hopes of pardon for our fins, 
and every anſwer to our prayers, depend entirely 
upon the ſacrifice and interceſſion of our Highs 


| Prieſt, Chriſt Jeſus. 


A. They do. 

Q. What is the third office to which Jeſus is 
anointed ? 

A. To be the King of his . 

9. Is it the office of a king to defend his fub⸗ 
jects from their enemies? 

A. It is. | | 

©. Do you think that Jeſus your anointed King 
is able and willing to put all your ſpiritual enemies 
under your feet? | 

A, I do. Luke i. 71. | 

2. Are you bound to pray to him, and Bs 
upon him for this purpoſe? 

A. No doubt I am. Pſal. xxii. 5. 

9. And is this the true exerciſe of faith in him 


as your Saviour Chriſt ? $ 
"4 es — 


Q. Is it the office of a king to confer fayours 
and honours on his ſubjects ? 


" J. Yes. | : 
D 2. Hath 


E 
2. Hath the Lord ous any favours and honours 
to confer? 
A. He hath, the oreateſt imaginable, 
Q. Doth he give grace and glory? 
A. He doth. | 


9, And ſhall his people live and reign as wo : 


and prieſts with him in heaven? 
A. So hath he promiſed, Rev. i. 6. 
©. You ſay Chriſt is thus anointed to be the 


Prophet, Prieſt, and King of his people, when did 


God thus ſolemnly conſecrate and ſet him apart for 
theſe offices? 

A. At his baptiſm, 

9. Did God give any viſible and miraculous 
ſign of his conſecration ? 
A. Yes. The Spirit of God as a dove deſcended 


from heaven upon bim. 


2. And did God the Father audibly proclaim 


him to the world? 

A. Yes, There came a voice from heaven, 
ſaying, This is my beloved Son in whom ; am 

well pleaſed, | Y 

2. Did Jeſus as the anointed, receive any qua- 
lification for the diſcharge of the great offices, to 
which God the Father thus gloriouſly nes 
him? 3 

A. Yes, the Father gave not the Spirit by mea- 
ſure unto him, 
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2. Do you believe he received from the Father 


in his human nature all fulneſs of grace, wiſdom, 


and power, to enable him to finiſh the work which 
he had given him to do? 
A. I do. 


C. 1 hope you do, and that every day, 8 
an increaſing acquaintance with the Seriptures, 
you will be going on to the full aſſurance of hope 
unto the end. It is a great thing to believe, God 
alone can beſtow this heavenly gift on the heart. 
] can inſtruct you, and you may hear me, and 
underſtand the import of the words, but it is God 
muſt give you to believe, Confeſſion with the lip 
and tongue that Jeſus is the Chriſt, is eaſily made, 
but experimentally to know him to be ſuch, is a 
divine work in the heart; we may ſpeak and hear 
of him as a Prophet, Prieſt, and King; but it is 
of the unſearchable riches of his grace, if you and 
| are by him as our Prophet, brought ovit of na- 
ture's darkneſs into God's marvellous light, if we 
are enabled to take him as our Prieſt, flying to his 
blood and righteouſneſs, and interceſſion for peace 
and acceptance with God under all our guilt, cor- 
ruption, and backſlidings, and to commit our ſouls 
to him as our King, to be protected, comforted, 
ſaved from all our fears and foes. Therefore, leaſt 


we ſhould take up with forms of words or vain 
profeſſian, inſtead of experimental knowledge, doth 
. D 2 1 


Son? 


ſured of in Scripture, that He is very God of ver) 
God, the ſame with the Father in nature, ſubſtance, 


| 
| 


( $2] 
St. John ſo awfully warn us, that no man can ſz 
that Jeſus is the Chriſt, but by the Holy Ghoſt, 


X, 

Q: Whoſe Son is Jeſus Chriſt ? 

A. The Son of God. Matt, xvi. 16. | 

| ©. Are there not other ſons of God beſides? 
are not angels and men called fo in Scripture ? 

A. They are. 

©. Is Chriſt the Son of God in a peculiar ſenk: 
to which no creature can pretend ? | 


A. He is. Matt. xi. 27. 
2. Is he therefore diſtinguiſhed as God's on 


A. Yes, he is the only begotten of the Father 

2. Are the Father and Son one in the glory o 
the undivided Godhead? 

A. They are. John x. 30. | 

C. This myſterious union is far above our com- 
prehenſion, and our finite knowledge cannot de- 
clare his generation. One thing only we are 2. 


and glory. That he was in the beginning witl 
God, and was God; that he is the true God; | 
in the form of God; equal with God; and diſtin 
guiſhed by the ſame names, titles, and attribute 
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as the Father; known by the ſame works of crea- 


tion and providence, and claiming the ſame worſhip 


and honour from angels in heaven, and men upon 


earth. So that either Jeſus Chriſt, is, as the only 


Son of the Father, God over all, bleſſed for ever, 
or the Scriptures deceive us, for either they reveal 
to us no God at all, or Jeſus Chriſt is that God. 

Q. Do you think it of the higheſt importance 
to be grounded in the faith of this truth? 


A. I do. 
C. No doubt it is moſt important to baliers thiss 


for on the glory of the Godhead of the Son depends 
all the ſufficiency of his undertaking, Leſs than 
God manifeſt in the fleſh, he had been unable to 


make an end of fin, to finiſh tranſgreſſion, and : 
| bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs. To accompliſh 


theſe great ends it became neceſſary, that he by 
the eternal Spirit ſhould in our ſtead offer himſelf 
without ſpot unto God. And as God he purchaſed 
the church with his own blood. All guilty fears 
and doubts vaniſh, and folid confidence, hope and 
peace, ſpring up in the conſcience, when knowing 
in whom we have believed, our ſouls repoſe on the 
incarnate Jehovah, 

©. Is the name Jehovah peculiar to * moſt 
high God ? | 

A. It is, | 3 
t 2, Is this name ever given to Jeſus Chriſt? 

1 A. Les. 


| 
| 
| 


— 


E 


A. Ves. Exod. xix. 3. to the 17th verfe, com. 


| pared with Acts vii, 38.—And again, Iſa. vi, 1, 
to the 5th verſe, compared with John xii. 41. 


C. Your proofs are pertinent and ſtrong. And 
what is very remarkable, theſe two paſſages, where 
the Jehovah of the Old Teſtament is expreſsly ſaid 
to be Jeſus, Chriſt in the New, contain two of the 

moſt glorious manifeſtations, which God ever made 
of himſelf under that diſpenſation. The one on 
Mount Sinai, when the law was given, the other 
to Iſaiah, who may very well be ſtiled the Princes of 
the prophets. 

9. Is Chriſt ſtiled God in Scripture? 

A. He is. John i. 1. 1 John v. 20. John 


Xx, 28, Rom. ix. 5. 


D. Is he called Lord alſo?. 

A. He is. John xxviii. 28. 

©. Are the attributes of deity aſcribed to him, 
as almighty, eternal®, ſelf- exiſtent*, omniſcient“, 


 omnipreſent*? 


W 
2. Are the peculiar works of God, thoſe of 
creation and providence, attributed to him? 
A. They are. Col. i. 16, 17. John i. 3. 
Heb. 1.3... 1 


a Rev. i. 8. Þ Pſal. xc. 2. e John viii. 5. 


2. Doth 


V. 


(i 38-3 


Di. Doth he claim the prerogative of forgiving 
ſins, and anſwering the prayers of his people, and 
giving life eternal? 


A. He doth, Matt. ix. 2—6. Mark. xi. 7. 
Matt. xxi. 22. John v. 21. John v. 19. 
9, Doth he claim and receive cond honours 


and worſhip with the Father? 


A. He does, Phil. xi. 6. John x. 30. xiv. 9.7 10. 


v. 23. Heb. i. 6. 


©. And is this worſhip and honour gil! him „ 


angels and men? 


A. It is. A. 10. 
Acts vii. 59. 

2. Doth all this, collectively taken, prove ae 
Chriſt to be very God ? 

A. Without all doubt it doth, | 

9, Would it be the higheſt blaſphemy to aſcribe 
to him: theſe divine honours and pay him this wor» 
ſhip if he were not very God? 

A. It would be fo. 5 
9. If he be thus infinitely ende | in his nature, 
you ought to place the firmeſt confidence in his | 

work as your Saviour, ought you not ? 

A. I ſhould do fo. 

C. I pray God that you may, and be enabled 
with comfort to commit your poor and ſinful ſoul 
to the pardoning love and gracious care of your 

D4 - . Saviour 


Ila. vi. 1—5. Rev. iv. 8. 
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Saviour and your God. Then through the mercy 


of the moſt Higheſt you ſhall not miſcarry. 


L XI. 

C. You profeſs to believe in Jeſus Chriſt the 
only Son of God, as one in nature, and of one 
ſubſtance with the Father, what relation doth he 
particularly bear towards you, and what eſpecial 
intereſt have you in him ? 

A. He is our Lord. 

2. Is he conſtituted and appointed Lord of all 


things ? 


A. He is. Heb, i. 2. 
2. Doth he, as Mediator, enjoy this particular 


power and 8 for the good of his church 


and people . 

A. He doth. 

2. Is all created nature put under his feet ? 

A. It is. He doth whatſoever pleaſeth him in 
the hoſts of heaven, and among the inhabitants of 
the earth. 

2. All muſt bow before him therefore, whether 
they will or no; but have ſome a nearer relation to 


him than others? 


A. Ves, his redeemed people. 
2. Are they peculiarly his care ? 
A. They are. Mal, iii. 17. 
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9, Is he their guardian and protector ? 


AJ. He is. Iſa. xxvii. 3. 

9. Is he the Lord our rigbteouſneſs? 

A. So he is called. Jer. xxiii. 6. 

9. Muſt we be found in his divine righteouf- 
neſs, if we would ſtand complete before the throne 
of God:? 

A. We muſt, and in this righteouſneſs only. 
2 5 iii. 9. 

9. If he is our Lord, d we not to truſt him 
as near to help in every time of need ? | 

A, Certainly. Pſal. cxlv. 18. 

9. And hath he not a right to our firſt affec- 
tions, and chearful ſervice ? 

A. Aſſuredly he hath. Pſal. xxxi. 23. 

&. But do not many ſay, Lord, Lord, who very 
much negle& the commands of Jeſus Chriſt ? 

A. They too often do. 

9, Then it is not every one that ſaith, Lord, 
Lord, who enters into the kingdom of heaven? 

A. No. Matt. vii. 21. 

9. What will be the end of thoſe who confeſs 
him in words, and deny him by wicked works? 

A. They muſt without all doubt periſh everlaſt= 
ingly. Matt. vii. 23. 

Q. Ought you not therefore betimes to think 
about loving, ferving, and pleaſing Jeſus Chriſt 


| Our Lord ? 


Ds 4. I 
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A. T ought to do fo. : | 
C. My dear children, I hope through the grace 


of God you will do ſo: and not merely learn by 


rote the words of your creed, but feel and evidence 
the influence of divine faith upon your hearts by 


your works; yielding up body, ſoul and ſpirit, to 


the ſervice of your liege Lord and ps maſter 


nds Chriſt, 


C. We have been conſidering the Godhead and 
glory of our Redeemer and Saviour jeſus Chriſt, 
whom truly to know is everlaſting life. We come 
now to the conſideration of his human nature, in 


which united to the divine he fulfilled the great 


work of the ſinner's ſalvation, and as God and 
man in one Chriſt now lives and reigns for ever 
and ever, to the comfort of his choſen, and to the 
confuſion of his enemies. It was needſul in mak- 
ing peace between an offended holy God, and the 


| finful ſons of men, that the perſon who undertook 


to be the repairer of the breach ſhould partake of 
both natures, and be a proper dayſman, as Job calls 


him, to lay his hand upon us both, In our nature, 


as a ſurety to ſatisfy the righteous demands of God's 


juſtice and holy law, and as God-man, to give to 


his lacrifice and obedience, when he became incar- 
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nate for us men, and for our ſalvation, that tran- 


' ſcendent excellence, completeneſs, ' and. all · ſuffi- 


ciency, that the Father, well-pleaſed for his righ-' 
teouſneſs ſake, and glorified in the higheſt by 
the work of our great ſurety, might, conſiſtent 
with his own perfections juſtify, ſanctify, and glo- 


rify, through the riches of his grace, thoſe who in 


themſelves were ill-deſerving, yea hell-deſerving, 
helpleſs, and deſperate. Proceed we therefore to 
the incarnation, ſufferings, death, reſurrection, and 
mediatorial glory of our God. and Saviour Jeſus 


"Chriſt; 


9. Was God's only Son, our Lord, incarnate 


Si made fleſh ? 


A. He was. John i. 14. | 

D.: Had he a human body and reaſonable ſoul, 
juſt as the other children of men? | 

A. He had, being in all things made like unto 
his brethren. Heb. ii. 14. 

Q. One thing only excepted, All the ſons and 
daughters of Adam are conceived in fin and born 
in wickedneſs, but was the Son of God ? 

A, No, in him was no fin. 

Q. By what means was this ordered, that he 
ſhould take our nature without the fin which had 


corrupted it throughout? 


A. He was conceived of the oy: Ghoſt, and 
born of the Virgin Marx. 


2 Was 
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9. Was it neceſſary that he who in our nature 


was to make atonement for others, ſhould himſelf 
be without ſin? | 


A. It was. 1 John iii. 5. Heb. vii. 26. 
QD. Had fin been found in him, he would not 
have been a Lamb without ſpot or blemiſh, to take 


away the fin of the world. Was it alſo neceſſary 


that the human nature of Chriſt ſhould be thus 
holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from fin- 
ners, in order to be taken into perſonal union with 
the uncreated OR D? 

A. It was. 

©. Do you believe that by the miraculous and 
inconceivable agency of the Holy Ghoſt, a body 
was prepared from the Virgin Mary, of ſpotleſs 


purity, and infeparably united with the perſon of 


the Son of God ? 

A, That is my faith. Luke i. 35. 

Q: Was the Virgin Mary a Jewelſs ? 

. . 

©. And were not herſelf, and huſband Joſeph, 
both of the royal houſe and lineage of David! 

A. They were. Luke ii. 4. 

9. Had God promiſed to David, that of the fruit 


of his loins, the Meſſiah ſhould fpring ? 


A. He had. Ads ii. 30. 
©, Did not Joſeph and Mary go up to Beth- 


| lehem, David's city, to be taxed? 


A, They 
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A. They did. 

O. That was a proof, therefore, they were his 
deſcendants; and was Chriſt born at Bethlehem? 

A. He was. 

9. Had it been foretold that ſo it ſhould be ? 
A. It had. Micah v. 2. 


9. In what ſort of place was Chriſt brought 


forth? 


A. In a ſtable: becauſe . was no SI for 
them at the inn. 35 
9. Was not this a vaſt inſtance of humility, 


that the Son of God ſhould ſtoop fo low as to take 


our nature, and with ſuch abaſing circumſtances ? 
A. It was, 
Q: Ought we not to follow the example of his 


great humility ? 


A. We ought aſſuredly to do fo, 

9. Does not this condemn all who murmur and 
repine at their poverty and low cftate ? 

A. It doth. 

C. Well, take notice of the child Jeſus, my dear 
children, and learn to be pleaſed with your ſtation. 
The meaneſt of you hath a better houſe to cover 


you then he was born in. His cradle was a manger; 


his father a poor carpenter ; and when he grew up, 
he had not where to lay his head. Oh how ſhould 
the view of the humiliation of Jeſus reconcile: us to 
every condition, ſweeten our lot wherever God 

| hath 


| | = 0. 1 
| hath caſt it, and teach us, in whatever — we are, 
| 

| therewith to be content, 


XIII. 


. C; We have been conſidering the incarnation. of 
the Son of God, that amazing work, which angels 
with aſtoniſhment, deſire to look into, admiring. 
and adoring the condeſcenſion of our Immanuel. 
He bowed the heavens and came down, and took 
upon him the nature of man, and being found in 
faſhion as a man, he humbled himſelf. Oh the 
depths of his love]! He humbled: himſelf to death, 
even the death of the croſs. He became man for 
dur ſalvation, he took our nature that he might 
bear our iniquities, and in the place of ſinners 
ſuffer, what we had deſerved : making atonement 
by his blood; ſatisfying the juſtice of a holy God; 
and purchaſing by his obedience unto death, even 
the death of the croſs, that life and glory,. which 
we by fin. had forfeited, and through. our deſperatc 
corruption were for ever unable to * Tell 
me therefore, 

2. Do you believe that Jeſus Chriſt ſuffered ? 

. 

2. Under whom? 
A. Pontius Pilate, 


J. Was 
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9. Was he at that time the Roman * 


of Tudea ? 


A. He was. 
9. What kind of ſuffering did Chriſt undergo ? 


A. He was crucified, 
2. Was he nailed to the croſs as the weg of 


malefactors? 


H. es. | 

9, Was crucifixion a moſt ſhameful—painful— 
and accurſed death ? 

A. It was. 

©. Had we deſerved to the for our fins eternal ; 
ſhame, and torment, and the curſe of God ? 

A. We had, moſt juſtly. 

9. Did Jeſus Chriſt in his own perſon — 
take to bear this dreadful burthen for us? 


A. He did. IIa. liii. * 


9. And did God the Father lay upon him the 
iniquity of us all ? 

A. Yes, of us all. Ia. liii. 6. 

2. Did he die the juſt for the unjuſt ? 

A. He did. 1 Pet. iii. 18. 

Q. Are all the fins of the redeemed paid 1 in 
the precious drops of Jeſus' blood ? 
A. They are. 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. | 

Q. If the Lord then took him as our ſurety, and 
accepted his offering as our ranſom, is it righteous 
and juſt in God the Father to forgive us our ſins ? 
A, It 
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A. It is. 1 John i. . 

9. Is he bound by his own — to pardon the 
believer in Jeſus? | 

A. He is, He hath accepted the ſurety for the 
ſinner. 

2. Could nothing ſhort of this price ranſom us 
from our iniquities ? 

A. Nothing. Acts iv. 12. 

O. The croſs of Chriſt in this view ſhews us in 
the ſtrongeſt light the dreadful. nature of ſin, doth 
it not? 

A. It doth. 

O. Did Chriſt die upon the croſs ? 

4. Les. 5 

9. Was it neceflary that he None die ? 

A. It was, Heb. ii. 14. 

9. Was death the wages of fin ? 

A, It was. 


9. And did Chriſt by the grace of God taſte of 


death for every one of his redeemed ? 
4. He did, 
Q: What is the ſting of death ? 
A. Sin. | 
9, Hath Chriſt taken away that ſting ? 
A. He hath.” t Cor. 15.7; 


Q. Ought a believer in Jeſus now to be afraid of : 


death? 


4. No. In no wiſe, Rom. viii. 37. 
2, Who 
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O. Who hath the power of death? 

A. The devil. 

D. Hath Chriſt deſtroyed the devil's power, Ly 
dying for us? 

A. He hath, Heb. ii. 14. 

9. Is the ſerpent's head broken by the bruiſed 


| heel of Jeſus? 


A. It is. Gen. iii. 15. 

Q: Is it not a great comfort to be able to triumph 
over ſin, ſatan, death, and hell? 

A. The greateſt in the world. 

2; And what is it, that gives us this vigory ? 

A, Our faith, 

©. But have all men faith? 

A, No. 2 Theff. 11. 2. 

9, Do not many who call themſelves believers, 
deceive themſelves ? 

A. Yes, greatly. Rev. iii. 9. 

9. Do they not live under the guilt and power 
of ſin, and the fear of death? | | 

A. They do. 

2. Hath Chriſt for them died in vain ? 

A. He hat h. 

C. Remember this, my dear children, it is not 
every one who talks of a crucified Jeſus that really 
believes on him. They who know nothing of the 
evil of ſin, for which he died, — they who live con- 
tentedly under the power of ſin— they who never 

felt 
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felt their hearts piereed with a ſenſe of the Re- 
deemer's ſufferings—they who have not yet learned 
to loath themſelves and ſin—never truly knew or 
believed in a dying Redeemer ! May a ſenſe of his 


amazing grace affect your conſciences ! May you 


be enabled to look on bim whom they have piereed 
and mourn ] May you find the efficacy of his croſs 


in your hearts! May you be enabled to glory in it 


daily ! Triumphing over guilt — treading down 
ſatan as a vanquiſhed foe—defying death and its 
ſting—and looking forward with joyful hope, in 
the confidence, that to live is Chriſt, and to die is 
gain. | 


iv; — 5 5 
C The humiliation of FA Son of God have 


been the ſubject of our laſt lecture: and ſuch 
humiliations as every time we reflect upon them, 


ſhould fill our inmoſt ſouls with deepeſt abaſement, 


and warmeſt gratitude towards him. By his ſuf- 


ferings we are caſed; by his ftripes we are healed; 
by his death we have life, But for him our ſtate 
had been as fearful and deſperate as that of devils: 


By him we have now ſecured to us bliſs and bleſſed- 
neſs equal, perhaps ſuperior, to that of angels. 
Though we muſt follow our maſter through the 


grave, the gate of death, he hath trod the path, 
1 * | the 
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| the marks of his footſteps are ſeen there, and he 


faith to us, as to the patriarch going down into 
Egypt, fear not to go down; I will go down 
with thee, and I will furely bring thee up again. 
This will make the conſideration of the next article 


of the creed comfortable to us, 


9, Was the body of Jeſus buried when it was 
taken from the croſs ? 

A. Tes. 8 

9, Was it laid in a tomb hewn out of a a rocks 
where nobody had been ever laid? t 

A. It was. Luke xxiii. 53. 

Q. What became of the human foul of Jeſus ? ? 

A, It went to Paradiſe. Luke xxili. 43. 

©. Is this what you mean by . into 
hell, or hades ? 

A. Yes, 

2. You do not PIP that the foul 1 of Jeſus 
actually entered into the place and ſtate of the 
damned ? | 

A. No. 

2, Had he finiſhed the work of ſuffering on the 
croſs ? | 

A, He had, John x xix. 30. 

2. Lou believe, therefore, that in death the body 
and ſoul of Jeſus underwent the ſame change as do 
all his people? 

A. I do. 

Q: Muſt 
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O: Muſt your body and ſoul be ſhortly ſeparated 
by death ? 
A, They muſt. | 
©. Muſt the grave be the place of your abode ! J 
A. Yes, aſſuredly. 


D. Is it not natural for us to dread this ſepara- 


tion of body and ſoul ? 
A. Very natural. 
D. Don't you ſhudder when you look into a 


grave and fee the duſt and rotten bones, like to 


which you muſt ſhortly be ? 

A. Yes. 

©. Will it not be very tefireable to know how 
to overcome theſe fears ? 

A. Very deſireable. 

C. Well then, look to the livid 3 of Jeſus, 
laid in the cold tomb; this will perfume that pit of 
putrefaction, and open in the grave a door of hope. 
The bed of clay, is now become a bed of roſes, 
and like the ſweet ſleep of a labouring man. Death 
will be to a believer in Jeſus, a gentle ſhort re- 
poſe, from whence in the reſurrection day he will 
riſe refreſhed, and blooming in all the vigour of 

immortal health and beauty. 


XV. The 
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The Scriptures which ſpake of the ſufferings of 
Jeſus, we have ſeen fulfilled in his crucifixion, 
death and burial, We proceed now to the glory 


which they had foretold, ſhould ſhortly follow; it 


being determined and engaged for in the everlaſt- 
ing covenant, that God the Father would not leave 


his ſoul in hell, nor ſuffer his Holy One to ſee cor- 


ruption ; the path of life was to be ſhewn him 


through the grave, and Jeſus, the conquering Je- 


ſus was appointed to lead his captivity captive, 
When he entered, the territories of death, as his 


people's repreſentative, it was not to lie down 
among the flain, but to vanquiſh for them, and 


binding this king of terrors as a captive foe, to riſe 


the conqueror of death and hell, and openly pro- 


claim his victory, to the exaltation of his own ho- 
nour, and for their eternal comfort and triumph. 


A. Part of three days. F riday evening, all Sa- 


turday, and till Sunday morning. 


9. Did he riſe the third day Webel to the 


Scriptures | ? 
A, He did, 
Q.: Have we the ſtrongeſt evidence imaginable 

of this truth, that Jeſus roſe again ? 


9. How long lay the 3 of 1008 + in the 


grave? 


4. We 
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A, We have. 

©. And was it needful we ſhould? 

A. . 

©. Did much depend upon it? 

A. Yes, Our whole ſalvation. 

©. Is this the hinge upon which the great proof 
turns, that Jeſus Chriſt is our Saviour? 
A. It is. | 


©. If Chriſt be not riſen from the dead, is our 


preaching vain, and faith vain, are we yet in our 
fins ? 


A. We are. 1 Cor: xv. 17. 
Qt. Did Chriſt go into the grave as a public 


_ perſon, as the repreſentative and ſurety for his 


people ? 
A. He did. 


F 9. If be had not riſen, could we hope that our 
_ ranſom was paid, and his ſuffering n ? 


A. We could not. 


2. But is the matter now certain, that God for 
bis ſake juſtifies the ungodly ? 


A. Yes. He was delivered for our offences, and 


raiſed again for our juſtification. 
©. Can nothing now condemn thoſe for whom 


: Chriſt died ? 
A. Nothing. They are juſtified from all things, 


and ſhall never enter into condemnation, but are 
paſſed from death unto life. 
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9. If it was ſo important to us that Jeſus ſhould 


| riſe again, ought we not to be well acquainted with 


the proofs of his reſurrection? 

A. Surely, we ought, 

©, Is our faith built upon this evidence! 3 

A. It is. ä 

Q. Ought every one who calls himſelf a "FRAY 
to be able to give a reaſon of the hope that is in him? 

A. Certainly he ought. \ 

C. Acquaint yourſelves therefore with the Scrip- 
tures, that you may not merely repeat your creed, 
but feel the conviction which ariſes from the fulleſt 
evidence of the truth. | 

9. Was every poſlible eration kay by the 
murderers of Jeſus, to prove him an iets 5 

F. Ye. 

9. Did they not make the ſepulchre as ſure as 
they could, placing a guard of ſoldiers at the en- 
trance, rolling a great ftone to the door, and ſet- 
ting the public ſeal upon it ? 

4. They did. 

C. They were in hopes on the third day to take 
the body out of the grave, and ſhewing it to the 
people, to prove Jeſus a deceiver ; becauſe he reſted 
the proof of his miſſion and doctrine upon his re- 
ſurrection; for he had ſaid to them, when they 
demanded 1 of his being ſent from God as 
the true Meſſiah, Deſtroy this temple, pointing 


to 
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to bis body, and in three days I will raiſe it up 
again. 


2. What was become of Chriſt's ae when 


he was ſeized and executed? 
A. They all forſook him ard fled. . 


+2, Was there any danger of eit actempein to 
pbſcue the body ?, 


A. None in the world, 


F o 'S 
E ; 1 


1 4 ** 
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9 Could they have reaped any adhantige from 


the attempt if they had ſucceeded, 

A. No. In no wiſe, _ 

9, Then they had | no intereſt to propagate 
deluſion ? 

A. No. If they had not ths fulleſt conviction 
of the fact themſelves, they muſt have been of all 
men moſt miſerable to have aſſerted it. 1 

2. Did the precautions that had been taken 
arte the ſtronger t to prove the * of the reſur- 
reclion ? 5 

A. Yes, i in the ſtrongeſt manner. 

QD. Who were the firſt witneſſes of the reſur- 
gn 8 
„. The ſoldiers who pin the body... 

2. Can you tell me any of the circumſtances? 


* 
* 4 


A. Ves. There was a great earthquake. An 


age of the Lord deſcended from heaven in glory, 
and rolled the ſtone from the grave, —and the 
| keepers were ſo terrified and affrighted, that they 
Wis 8 4 deſerted 


E 
deferted their poſt, and ran into the city and 0 
what they had ſeen, 
9, Were not the high priefts and pharifces * 


deſirous to ſmother their — 


A. They were. 


9, Did they give them a large ſum of money, 
and a promiſe to ſcreen them from the governout's 


lie ? 
A. They did. 


DOD. And what 1 was the lie they put in the ſoldiers 


month'i ? 

A. That Jeſus's diſciples came by night, whillt 
they flepr, and ſtole him away. 

C. How improbable a ſtory, how impracticable 
an attempt! Would a whole band of ſoldiers be 
aſleep at once: aſleep when ſuch a charge was com- 
mitted to them—aſleep, when if found fleeping they 
knew they would be put to death by their military 
laws !—If one or another ſlumber'd, would many, 
would the whole band, all fall aſleep —all at the 
fame time? And were the diſciples men fo daring 
as to attempt a reſcue in the face of danger fo im- 


minent] Thofe cowards who, when their maſter 


was alive forſook him and fled—even the moft 


zealous and courageous of them all, Peter, fo fright- 


ed when only queſtioned by a ſervant maid, that 
he denied him, yea, curſed and ſwore he never 


E 1285 knew 


anger for TY their poſt, if they — tell a 
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knew him: would theſe at the hazard of their lives, 
nay, almoſt with a certainty of death before them, 
dare to approach the ſepulchre? Could they hope 
to find a whole band of ſoldiers ſo, negligent as to 
be all aſleep ? Could they dare even if that was the 
caſe, to paſs through the midſt of them, break open 
the ſcpulchre, roll back a vaſt ſtone that ręquu ed 
ſo great ſtrength, to remove, fetch out the dead 
body, and carry it off, and make no noiſe, not 
awake one of this numerous guard? How credulous 
muſt they be who could entertain ſuch a ſuggeſ- 
tion ?—Infidels always are conſtrained to believe 
more than'even God's word requires of his people, 
though they dare fo often ridicule the followers of 
Jeſus as credulous. But what intereſt had the diſ- 
ciples to do this? Could they gain their ends, and 
have the reſurtection credited, were they likely to 


receive benefit by the deluſion? Juſt the very con- 


trary; ſhame, contempt, poverty, diſgrace, hatred, 
ſufferings of every kind, yea, the moſt tormenting 


deaths were to be the certain rfuit of their teſti- 


mony ? Could ever man in his ſenſes take ſuch a 
ſtep. Would multitudes thus expoſe themſelves 
without the fulleſt conviction of the truth which 
they aſſerted, and the importance of it to their own 
eternal happineſs, and that of mankind ?—So far 
we hear the firſt evidence. 


: 9. Whe 
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2. Who are next evidences of the reſurredhion | 


of Jeſus ? 


R 1 


J. His diſciples. © 
2. Did they ſee him after he roſe! EE” 

A. Yes, many times. 

9. How long? 

A. During forty days, 

: Were they numerous or few? 

A. A great many, 

9. How many at one time ſaw him ? W 
A. Above five hundred. a 

O. Did they converſe, and eat t and drink with 
him ? 

A. They did. 

©, Might they not be miſtaken i in the perfont 

A. No, Certainly not. 

2. Did the ſtrangeneſs of the thing, and the 
weight of the conſequences flowing from it, make 
them require the ſtrongeſt proof of Jeſus, that it 
was he himſelf? 

A. It did. 

2. Did Jeſus graciouſly ſatisfy their doubts, 
ſilence their unbelief, and give them full conviction 
that he was the very perſon after his reſurrection, 
whom they had ſeen ſuffer on the croſs ? 

A. He did. 

2. By wha gears? © fff 

: | E 2 A. He 


C5 4 
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1 He as eat and drank with them during 
forty days, and to remove all poſſibility of doubt, 
he ſhewed them his hands where the nails hai 
faſtened him to the croſs, and his ſide where the 
ſoldiers ſpear had entered into his heart, and bid 
them feel the marks, and be convinced that it wa 
no phantom but real fleſh and bones, even he him. 
ſelf their former and well known maſter. ER. 
D. Were they all convinced of the and! ? 
A. They were. 
2. Did they give the firongeſt evidence that 
they were ſo by ſealing it with their blood ? 

A. They did. 

©. Then we have the fulleſt evidence that they 
.could not be impoſed upon themſelves, and have 
given us the ſtrongeſt proof that man can give, that 
FRF meant not to impoſe upon others? 3 


! 48 of 
4.4 „ 


5, Did the angels 3 —.— bear reſtimony 
"to this © * NG 5 

A. They did. Luke xxiv. =: 

2. Did God alſo himſelf ſet his 7 feat to this 
\Ecy ? 

75 A. Ves. 

= How. 


” 4 By the figns and 1 which che firſ | 


e of the goſpel were enabled to work. in 
| R proof 


1 
proof of the truth which they advanced. , 8 N 


wy. 20. | 
'9. Have we ourſelves any preſent proof 95 . | 


ket i in our own experience * 


w 4 We have. | | 
D. Was the gift of the Holy Ghoſt on the day 
of pentecoſt,” 00 are all the gifts and gkaces of the 


Spirit now be ſtowed of the redeemed, ent 


proofs that Telus | is alive for evermore ? | 

A. They are. Acts ii. 33 

©. Then our faith doth not reſt merely on out- 
ward evidence however ſtrong or forcible, every 
true believer hath the witneſs in higatelt, bath he 
not ? | 

A. He hath. 1 John ie. 


C. Mind this, my dear children. Men way 


Tarn to talk of the reſurrection of Jeſus, and 


ſearned men may ſupport it by theſe arguments 
which I have advanced, and many others; but if 


we are only taught of men, and reſt upon human 


reaſonings merely, our faith ſtanding only on the 


wiſdom of men and not on the power of God, will 
not endure the teſt in the day of trial. We muſt 


have the internal evidence of the reſurrection of 
Jeſus in our hearts, as quickened by his Spirit from 


the death of fin unto. the life of righteouſneſs, and 


then we ſhall be able with divine evidence to ſay, I 


know i in whom J have believed. This i is * faith 


F.C, 


of God's operation that is peculiar to the redeemed WEI” | 
and inſeparable from. ſalvation. I pray God tha 2 
you may be poſſe ſſed of this unſpeakable gift, and thitt 
whilſt you are enabled to give a pertinent anſwer 4 
to him that aſketh you a reaſon of the hope that is G 


in you, that you may enjoy a. ſtill fuller evidence 
in your own conſcience, than the ſtrongeſt argu- 


32 
ments, and moſt concluſive reaſoning can convey | £ 
to others, even the anſwer of a good conſcience ſent 
towards God, through the reſurrection of Jeſus F 
from death, having inward experience of the fat 40 
from this bleſſed effect produced bY his et in thr 
your hearts. | 
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2. 9 2 long aid our Lord Jeſus continue upon 
earth after his reſurreQion ? 
A. Forty days, 5 
| 9. W hat became of bim afterwards? | is 
A. He aſcended into heaven. 
8. Who ſaw him aſcend 
A. His diſciples. 
2. How did he aſcend ? 
Wy 4 His body went up, till a cloud received him 
out of their ſight. _ 
2. Did Chriſt go up into heaven as the head 


and repreſentative of his choſen people? 52 
A. He 


2 
* 


emed 


that 
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? 


A. He did, Heh. vi. 20. 
I. Then it was needful for us that he thou go 
thither ? 4k 


A. So he aſſures us. John xvi. 7; 

9, Hath he by entering into heaven for us, 
opened the kingdom of heaven to > all believers ? 

A. He hath. 99 * 

9. Were we by fin en from God's 12 
ſence ? | 

A. We were. Heb. i. 13. L 

9. But have we now acceſs to the holieſt of all 
through the blood of Jeſus ? 

A. We have. Heb. x. 19. | 

9, Has he promiſed t to . before to rep 3 
place for us ? 
A. He hath promiſed ſo to do. John xiv. 2. 

O. And will he fulfil it? | | 

A, I truſt he will, | 

Y. Then you expeQ to be with him whers he 
is, to behold his glory? 

A. I do. WE 

Q. But will not all your 1 iniquities 
prevent you ? i | 

A. No. There is no condemnation to them 
that are in Ohrift Jeſus, Ty" cannot * for 
whom he died, and roſe again. Rom. viii. 1 ? 

Q. Did Chriſt promiſe to ſend to his ole. a 
comforter after he was gone? ; 


E 4 4, He 


. R een . . e e 4 
2: Who is that comforter? 
A. The Holy Ghoſt. 
2: And did Chriſt ſend bin; 


A. Yes. At the day of pentecoft. | 

L. Beſides the miraculous gifts of we Spi 
which he then gave unto men, doth he continue to 
Miniſter to all his people the ſame wks for their 
comfort, light, and fanRification? —** © 

A. He doth, Matt. zxviii. 20. Rom, viii. 9. 

2. Are you to expect the ſame Spirit to be 
ſent into your hearts, as was Even to the primi- 
tive Chriſtians ? E D 55 

A. Aſſuredly. 1 Cor. xii, Le {ES 

9. Is his influence as neceſſary for every FE 
Work now, as it menen 
miracles then? 5 

A. It is. John xv. 5. , 


©. Has Chriſt taken poſſeſſion on your betal of 


the-heavenly inheritance? 
A, He hath, Eph. ii. 6. 
2. Then all your title to glory depends on his 
finiſhed work? 
4 Entirely, Phil. iii. 9. Col. il 1 
2. Do you expect to be with Chriſt on ac - 
count of your own goodneſs, ot merely _— 
the riches of his grace ? 
A. By grace; only by grace I am ſaved, 


9. I 


his 
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9. Is Chrift gone up as a conqueroꝝ x * 

A. Yes. He hath led my captivity captives 

9. Then all your foes are n e ? 
A. They are. 

D. Can any of them now r you out 4 the 


all conquering Jeſus hand? 


A. No. None. John Xs; 8 F 

NL. Then your redemption in him is now com- 
pleat and everlaſting _ 

A. It is. Heb. ix. 12. 

Q: If this be true, ought you 90685 ecien to 
* following Chrift into the heavens? 41 

A. Yes. I am bound to do fo. oF 

9. Should your heart be now with him? 

A. Certainly. Col. iii. 1, 2. 5 

2. Ought you confidently to truſt upon a hin as 
your captain, leading you OY to conquelt and 
2 crown ? 

A. I ought to do . M | 

9, Is this the honour he expects ons his pede | 
ple, that they ſhould thus truſh and 1 not be afraid? 

A, It is. | 

9. Is it your duty 2nd privilege to draw near to 
Jeſus in the, heavens, to receive out of his fulneſs 
the gifts which he now hath to beſtow? - 

A. It i is my bounden ee and highef t. 


Ege. 


ES 2. And 
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O. And will he e give his Holy Spirit to 
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$ Well, | my dear children, ſee that you e corte- 


ſpond i in praQtice 1 with theſe your profeſſions, It is 
not confeſſing Chriſt | in word and tongue, but ip 
deed and in truth, which can prove us real believers 
of his aſcenſion into heaven. 5 Many pretend to ſay 
they believe him to be there, whoſe affections are 
ſet upon things on earth, not in heaven: many ſay 
he hath led captivity captive, who continue ſerving 
divers luſts and pleaſures : many talk of the gifts of 
his Spirit, whoſe hearts remain totally unrenewed, 
and whoſe ſpirit i is earthly, ſenſual, deviliſn. Theſe 
give the lie in works to the profeſſions they make, 
and thew that they have as yet no viſible part in 
the kin gdom of God and of Chriſt. But I hope 


dot | 


We ag, of you, that you will early remember 


your " bleſſed Maſter, and, as one of our own 
f gracious e eollects has taught us, be without ceaſing 
found at his ſootſtool in prayer for his Spirit to 
raiſe your affections to high and heavenly things, 


and in heart and mind thither aſcend, where Jeſus 


Chriſt is gone before. 


= We have ſeen the pokes: Tefus aſcending to the 
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and for eur ſalvation, he had come down. May 
we ever in heart follow him thither, till the bleſſed 
ſeaſon arrives when he ſhall take us to his king- 
dom, to live and reign with him for ever. He is 
himſelf ſet down on his throne, and has engaged to 
bring us to ſit down with him in glory everlaſting. 

2 Where is Jeſus Chriſt at preſent? 

A. He ſitteth at the right hand of God the Fa- 
ther Almighty. * 

O. Is he as man, t the mediator, exalted of his 
Father to this ſtate of tranſcendant dignity ? 

A. He is. Becauſe he humbled himſelf to death, 
even the death of the croſs, therefore God hath 
bighly exalted him, and given him a name above 
every name. 

©. In his divine nature he could not be exalted, 
being in himſelf God over all, bleſſed for ever, you 
mean he is exalted in his office-charaQter a as mediator ? 

A. I do fo. 

C. When he is ſaid to be in one place at the 
right hand of God, we mean not that his Godhead 


can be ne He filleth heaven and earth 


with his preſence. But as mediator he is now at the 
right hand of God, put in full poſſeſſion of all the 
ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly things for his people's 


| uſe, and from thence he diſpenſes ſovereignly to 


them according to their wants, and the good plea- 
ſure of his will, Tell me then particularly, who 
furniſhes 


Furniſhes his ' miniſters and people with gifts and 
graces for all the 3 and en nn 
calls them?? "13 2: * 
A. Jeſus at 40 acht heed of Ged. O20 71 80 
Qt: Is he alſo there appearing in the preence * 
God for us as an advocate, if any man fu d 
A. He ie. 1 John ::: 7:46 
_ B. And is it in virtue of his pleading f for ve tha 
we find favour with Gd); 
A. Entirely ſo. Rom. viii. 33, 34. 
S. Doth he there pray for his people ? | 
A. Yes, he ever liveth to make e for 
us. 


. aide donnd'e pray for on 


| ſelves ? 
A. Undoubtedly, He hath Agel us fo to oo. 
©. But would our prayers have any effect, or 
enter into heaven if he did not Rem a before 
the throne? ' Yo EP 
A. No. The prayers of God's alen ens up 
before God, out of the great angel's hands, with 
his incenſe, Rev. viii. 3. 
2. Then we can only receive an . of 
peace, when we pray in faith, lovking unto Jeſus! ? 
A. Without this, all our prayers would 85 1 
ineffectusl. John xiv. 6. 
2. Are we now lure of "_ booed lim wo 
| pray? 
>> Ves. 


be 


th 


A. Ves. Whuilocver we ale in mne 
believing, we ſhall receive, A kes we 

2. Is not this the frongeſ . to 
be much and often in this bleſſed work ? ö 

A. It is. Chriſt's N e ee pray and 
not faint, £4 5: 
9, Is can at the e right hand of God alſo Lord 


of all? ? 


A. He i is. He hath now takew the bn | 
his own, and all power is given to *! in heaven 


and on earth. 


9. Muſt all his enemies lick the duft? 
A. They muſt. 
D. Then ſatan, fin, death, and hell, can dem no- 


thing againſt Jeſus on the throne? 


A. No. They are vanquiſhed foes. I 
9. Doth Chriſt e make his e to 
triumph 2 Wy 
A. It is their privilege tods fo. 2 Cor. ii. 14 
2. Hath he power to forgive fins? A: 
A. He hath, Matt. ix. 6. [3 
O: Then we may truſt him for pardon and peace 


with God? 


. Ves. He is our pesce. 
2. Have you not very wicked and comets 


hearts ? 


2. Cannot 
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2. Cannot you an ind: pc . by your 
W Hari ee e eee 

A. No. Rom. Ve 6. WS HF Oe 

Q. Whence then cometh your pep! A 

A. Fr ſus at the right hand of God. 

9, Can he ſubdue your mon 8 ini 
r 

A. Yes. He is able to fave to the uttermoll⸗ 

2. Muſt he reign till he bath put all enemies 
under his feet ? 1 Þ-1 

A. He muſt. 16 

©. What is the laſt enemy to be detrope ? 

A. Death. 
2. When he hath as Mediator feed the final 
ſalvation of his people, ſhall be then deliver * the 
kingdom to the Father? 
A. He ſhall. 
But will he as God-man reign with and over 
them for ever and ever? 

A. He will. Dan. vii. 14. 4 

2. Well then, if this be your faith indeed, it 
muſt be influential upon your heart and conduct: 
if you profeſs to look to Jeſus on the throne of 
glory, are you bound to ſubmit with chearfulneſs 
to whatever he commands ? 

A. Certainly. | 

9. But do not many call him Lord, and yet 
refuſe to do what he commands ? 


4 Yes, 
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A. Ves, tis to be feared, too many. 

9. Are all the diſpenſations of his providence 
to be ſubmitted to with reſignation ? 

A. Nei, for he doth. all things well. 5 

3 hen to murmur or repine is | rebellion 
1 Jeſus on the throne? 

A. No doubt it is. 

9. Are you bound to truſt him has: with al 
your concerns of body « or ſoul i in time or eternity ? 

A. I am, 

9, Can you glorify him by any means ſo much 
as by this confident dependence on his power, care, 
faithfulneſs, and love ? 

A. By no other way, like this. 

©. And is it not a moſt comfortable conſidera- 
tion to behold all our intereſts lodged in his hands? 

A, Yes, moſt comfortable indeed. | 

2. Then; ought we not to be ity in our 


King? 


A. Ves, always rejoicing. Phil. Wade): 

C. The Lord enable you to be ſo. Faith: i in 
your exalted head Jeſus, will bring abiding joy inte 
the heart, A view of him at the right hand of 
God, will ſupport you under temptation, perſecu- 
tion, and affliction, Thus Stephen ſtoned, ſaw 
his glory, and died triumphantly. And he is the 
ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever, He hath 
done nothing for any one of his people that you 
and 


S. = £ 

and I may not eonfidently expect, that j in a like 
cafe” with theirs, if needful, he would do for us, 
_ His love is unchangeable, his power undimminiſhed, 
Oh that we kept the view of our glorified Jeſus 
more abidingly before us! Then ſhould we un- 
doubtedly go on conquering and to conquer, and 
follow him to the throne eternal in the heavens ! 


XVII. 


We believe that thou ſhalt come to judge the 
world, ſay we in the beautiful bymn called the Te 
Deum: and a matter of joyful confeffion is this to 
every real follower of-the once crucified, but now 
exalted Jeſus. For when he ſhall appear the ſecond 
time it will be without fin for our ſalvation, and 
therefore we ſhall appear with him in glory. Pre- 
pare then, my dear children, to meet your God! 

O. Shall the Lofd Jeſus ever come again into, 
this world? 

A. He ſhall. 

9. From whence ſhall he come ? 

A. From heaven. 1 Thell. iv. 16. 

2 What will be his buſineſs when he comes! 1 

A. To be our Judge. 

1 Whom ſhall he judge ? 


A. All mankind, the quick or ing, "and the 


dead. 
wy by ©. Will 


in 


on 
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"__ will the eternal ſtate of all mea | e 

mined by him? „ | RO” 

WE - 5 will. f | 

'9. Is it not an awful e to think of 
2ppearing before our eternal er 

4. Very awful. 

9. How will men be judged 5 

A. According to their works, whether _ be 
good, or whether they be evil, 

L Ought not then the apprehenſion of giving 


4 


an account to God in judgment to have a weighty 


influence on your temper and conduct? 
A. It ought, no doubt. 
2. Shall we give an account "oO every ſecret 


thought, and every idle word? 


A. We ſhall. Eccleſ. xii. 14. ; 
"> How eareful then ſhould we be over our 


words and works, that we may find mercy with 
| the Lord at that day ?—But you dont imagine that 


you can juſtify yourſelves before him by your 


works? 


A. No. In his ſight can no fleſh living be juſ- 
tified. 

9. How then will you have boldneſs to Rand 
in the day of judgment ? | 

A, I will make mention of his righteouſucſs 
only, Pſal, Ixxi. 10. 


f S. Can 


90 1 
9. Can you be preſented without HOP. Wore 
God any other way ? 
A. No. [f he mark what is amiſs in us, [ED 
can abide it? 


2: Then you muſt be ratified before God by 


faith at the day of judgment as well as this mo- 
ment? 
A. Ves. The juſt ſhall live by faith. 

Q: Yet you ſay we are to be judged by our 
works, are theſe then to . the W of our 
faith? 

4. They are. Sol ii. 18. 

©. Is a true faith to be known by good works 
as a living tree by its fruits? 
. It is. 5 a . 
wy Though our works cannot ſtand in the 
1 jndgment becauſe at beſt poor and imperfect, yet 
will they follow us to witneſs the uy” * our 
faith, as working by love? 

A. They will. Rev. xiv. 13. | 
| 2, Will they who by wicked works prove the 
_ hypocriſy of their profeſſion, be found infidels in 
fact at that day? 
A. Aﬀuredly, 
O. Who then will be damned? 

A. Thoſe who believe not. 

©. But have not all men faith? 


A. No, very few. 2 Theſſ. iii. 2. Matt. vii. 14. 
; E 2. Dos 
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wt 
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D. Does not every body in the church repeat 


this article of their creed? 


A. They do, 
9. Then you ſuppoſe many ſpeak theſe words, 


who never feel their power and truth ? 
A. Indeed I do, 


C. Yes, my dear little pupils, lip profeſſon is is 


- general, the faith of God's ele rare, Our Lord 


when he comes ſhall ſcarce find it upon earth, 
Be aſſured, they whoſe hearts and lives are not 
affe cted by the views of approaching judgment, do 
not really believe it. Though they may have taken 
up the matter as a notion, it does not influence 
them as a fixed principle. Hence among the mul- 
titude of nominal believers, who ſay they expect 
Jeſus as their judge, you ſee ſo many living habi- 
tually under the power of thoſe fins, concerning 


which he hath expreſsly ſaid, that they who do 


ſuch things ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God. 
2. When will Chriſt come to judge? 
A. Of that day and hour knoweth no man. 
. May it be this very day or night? 
A. It may, 
2. Then ought we to be always ready ? 
A. Yes, ſurely. Luke xii. 40. 
2: Will he come in a day when men look not 
for him, and in an hour they are not aware of ? 
4. So he has told us, 


9. Will 
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9. Will his way! be a e of jo . to dis 
people? | 
A. Yes, he will come to be etorifidd f in his 
ſaints, and to be admired of all that believe. 
©. Is this the character of his people, believing 
1 

A. It is. | 20 

C. See then that you be found among the bleſſed 
number, if ſo, you will be glad to meet your 
Maſter in the clouds, and be enabled to ſay, come 
quickly, Lord Jeſus, When others are crying to 
rocks to cover them, and hills to hide them from 
the preſence of the Lamb, you will be lifting up 
your heads, knowing that your redemption draweth 
BRigh. When the wicked ſhall be caſt into hell, 


* 


(dl Ve 


and all the nations who forget God: an abundant 


entrance ſhall be miniſtred to you into the everlaft- 
ing kingdom of our God and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
Go then, my dear children, from your earlieſt | in- 
fancy, remember Jeſus ihe judge ſtandeth at the 
door : live under the habitual impreſſion. of his 
coming: conſider yourſelves in jeopardy every 
hour, and therefore every hour walk, as thoſe Who 
are liſtening for the archangels trumpet. Then 
that ſound ſhall not bring terror or diſmay to you, 

but as the filver trumpet of Jubilee call you up 
from your baniſhment below, to your inheritance, 
incortuprible, 


+ 


ret 


Sc 


re 


incorruptible, undefiled, that fadeth not away 
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reſerved for you in heaven, 


| At 


9. Which is the third perſon of the ever bleſſed 

Trinity, in whom you profeſs to believe ? 
A. believe in the Holy Ghoſt, | 

Qt Is the Holy Ghoſt God? 

A. Yes. He is one with the Father and the 
Son, in the glory of the undivided Godhead. 

D. Is this expreſsly declared inn 

A. Ves. Acts v. 3, 4. 

29. Were you baptized in his name? - 15 
A. I was, equally with the Father and Son. _ 

\ 2. Is he ſet forth in ſcripture as the Gd 
divine adoration ? 
A. He is. 2 Cor. xiii. 14. 

9. What is his peculiar office in the wn of 
redemption ? 
A. He ſanctifieth me, and all the cle people of 
God. 

2. Is there nothing pure and holy but what 
proceeds from his divine inſpirations? 

A. Nothing, For from him alone all holy 


deſires, all good counſels, and al juſt works da 
proceed. 


LY. Cannot 
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2 Cannot any man do the leaſt thing pleaſing 
to God, unleſs he is led. by the Spirit of God? 

A, No. 4 or they that 3 are in the fleſh cannot 
pleaſe God. "0 

2. Muft we e then be born of the bo. good before | 
we can enter the kingdom of God? r 

4. We muſt, or elſe can never ſee God in Both. | 
John iii. 3. : 

QD. What means doth the Holy Ghoſt . to 
quicken you to newneſs of life? 
A. Generally the wore: of wy or his provi- 
dences. . 
Q. What is bis firſt work upon the conſcience ! 
A. He convinces of fin. John xvi. 8. 
| 2. Do you never truly feel your guilt and miſery 
till the Spirit of God Wieden your conſcicnce to 
ſenſibility ? 

A. No, till then I am dead i in OP? dna fins, 
Eph. ii. 1. 

2. Muſt he alſo 15 the things of Chriſt and 
ſhew them unto you? 

A. Yes, or I ſhall never ſavingly know him as 
my God and Saviour. | 

2. Can no man then ſay that Jeſus i is the Chriſt. 
but by the Spirit of God? 

A. No man, 1 Cor. xi. 3 

C. True, my dear child, As far as- the lip 
goes a man may ſay he is the Chriſt, but no man 

„„ 
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can make that confeſſion with any experimental 


ſenſe of his all-ſufficiency to ſave, till the Holy 


Ghoſt hath diſcovered to the conſcience the glory 
of the perſon of our God-man Jeſus, and the per- 
fection of his work On the behalf of poor ſinners: 
convincing us of that everlaſting righteouſneſs, in 
which we muſt ſtand compleat before the throne of 
God. John xvi. 10. 


2. Is the Holy Ghoſt alſo, the author of all | 


divine comfort to the ſinner's conſcience ? 
A. He is, John xiv. 16. 


9. Doth he ſhed abroad a ſenſe of the love of 
God in our hearts? 


A. He doth. Rom. v. 3. 

2. Is it his office to bear witneſs to his own 
work in the hearts of the redeemed ? _ 

A. It is. For the Spirit itſelf beareth witneſs 


with our ſpirits that we are the children of God. 
Rom. viii. 16. 


2. Is it any preſumption then to be * 


that we are now in God's favour? | 
A. No. It is the privilege of all God” $ n. 
1 John iv. 13. 


Q: You ſay the Holy Ghoſt ham lanQiges you 


and all the ele& people of God, do you believe 


there is an ele or choſen people: 
A, I do, 


9. Did 


WIE — — 
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2. Did God appoint any of the children of men 
from the beginning unto ſalvation ? 

A. He did. 2 Theſſ. ii. 13. 

Q. Was this deſignation and 5 before 
they had done pood or evil? 

A. It was. He hath choſen us in Chriſt before 
the foundation of the world, Eph. i. 4. 

Q.: Did Chriſt as the Redeemet undertake ex- 
preſsly for as many as the Father had given him? 
A. He did. John vi. 329, 

L. Are theſe called peculiarly his ſheep ? 

A. They are. John x. 16. 

©, Did he die for them SN fl 

A. He did. John x. 15. 

9. Is every individual man-in the world choſen 
in Chriſt Jeſus, and ſanQifred by the * Ghoſt! 

A. No, certainly, 

- 9, How ean you then know whether you be- 
long to God's elect or not? 

A. By the fanQification of the Spirit unto obe- 
dience, and the ſprinkling of the blood of Jeſu 

Chriſt, 1 Pet. i. 2. 
2. Does this doArine of God's eleAion tend to 
make men carelefs in their lives and conduct? 

A. No, in no wiſe. He hath choſen us that 
we ſhould be holy and without blame before | kin 
in love. Eph. i. 4. 

C. What 


im? 


hofen 
hoſt? 
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. What God then hath joined thus together, 
we may not put aſunder. 
9. Is it an encouragement to us to ſtrive againſt 
ſm, and to perfect holineſs in the fear of God, that 
he worketh in us to will and» to do of his good 


plewfure?- * / 


A. Yes, the wen in the a | 

D. Will the preſumption of being elected, lead 
us to carelefineſs and ſecurity ? | 

A. No, ſurely, but to give all diligence to walch 
our calling and election ſure, working out our own 
falvation with fear and trembling. 

C. Certainly, my dear children, and very dark 
are they reſpecting God's word, who ſuppoſe the 
riches of God's love to his elect people, ſhould be 
made by them an occaſion ef fin. The truly 
choſen of God, are created in Chriſt Jeſus, unto 


goed works, God having before ordained that they 


ſhould walk in them; he hath predeſtinated them to 


be conformed to the image of his Son: and this is 
his will concerning them, even their ſanctification. 


'Tis true the beſt things are liable to abuſe. Falſe 


profeſſors have often dared to challenge God az 


their God, and vaunted themſelves as his elect, 


- whilſt their lives have given the lie to their lips. 
Through ſuch men the adverſaries of the Lord have 


taken occaſion to blaſpheme, but the foundation 


. of d * ſure, having this ſeal, the Lord 


F knoweth 
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= knoweth them that are his. And if you and J 


_ claim a part among his elec, the next ſentence 
bids us ſhew it; let every one that nameth the 
name of Chriſt, depart from iniquity, It would 
be folly, yea, the heighth of preſumption to. fancy 
ourſelves God's elect, if we are ſtrangers to the 


power of his Spirit, and prove by our lives and 


tempers that we are habitually. the ſlaves of fin and 
corruption. As many as are led by the Spirit of 
God, they are the ſons of God, Mind this, my 
dear children, and remember the expreſs words of 
your catechiſm, that if you are a true believer, the 


_ Gholt ſanct iſieth you as one of the cle e 


xx. 


C. We have been conſidering the great object of 


ſaving faith, the triune God. We have ſet forth 
to you the perſons of the undivided Godhead, the 


Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, in glory equal, in 


majeſty coeternal, and have declared to you the 
ſeveral offices, which each graciouſly ſuſtains in the 
 ceconomy of the ſinners ſalvation, as their Creator, 


Redeemer, and Sanctiſier. We come now to that 


elorious body of which Chriſt is the living head, 
and to the tranſcendent privileges which he hath 
procured for every individual member of it. 
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9, Is Chriſt the bead of his e ? 
A. He is. Col. i. 18. 
9. What is their general name? 
A; The church. Col. 1. 24 | 
©. Do you ſuppoſe the church to be the build- 


Ing, or the people ? 


A. The people. Acts xiv. 27. 

9, Does it comprehend all believers in every age 
and nation ? 

A. It does. 


9. You do not imagine that any particular 


e. 


church, as the church of England, or Scotland, or 


Germany, is alone the true church of Chriſt ? 

A. No. They are but different members of the 
catholic church. | | 
©. You call it therefore catholic, don't you, or 


- univerſal ? 


. 1 do. 

Q. But you do not think that all who call them- 
ſelves of the church belong to it ? 

A. No. Many have a name to live, but are 
dead. 

©, Is this catholic church, holy? 

#: e. | 

Q. Are the true members, therefore, of the 
catholic church called to be ſaints or holy? 

A. Certainly. 1 Cor. i. 2. 


F 2 2. Can 
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2. Can a perſon who lives in ungodlineſs, have 


a real part and intereſt in the holy catholic 
church ? 


A. No. 

©. But do not many call themſel ves Chriſtians 
and churchmen, whoſe works prove they are of 
the ſynagogue of ſatan ? 

A. Yes, very many, 

©, If the church is catholic, you ought not then 
raſhly to excommunicate or condemn thoſe who 
profeſs faith in the ſame God and Saviour, though 
they may difter from you in modes of worſhip.? 

A. No, to be ſure. + 
C. No, indeed we ought not, This ſpirit of 
bitterneſs, and narrow bigotry is utterly unbecom- 
ing a living member of Chriſt's holy catholic 
church: whether men pray with a form in public 
or without one, whether the miniſter officiates in a 
cloak or a ſurplice; whether they ſtand or fit at 
the Lord's ſupper, theſe and the like uneſſential 
differences enter not into the reality of church 
memberſhip. They who hold the head Chriſt, are 
our brethren in the Lord; and they who are not 
vitally united to him, though they ſhould have a 
name in the beſt conſtituted particular church, it 
will ſtand them in no ſtead, they have no part or 
lot in Chriſt Jeſus, and are but as a branch dried 
up and withered, that hangs to the tree, but re- 


ceives 
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ceives no nouriſhment from it, which men gather 0 
- and caſt into the fire, and it is burned, * | | | 
. 2. Does it ſhew an anti- chriſtian ſpirit for any | | 
particular church to aſſume the name of catholic, | ſj 
in excluſion to all others? | [3 
; A. It doth. 1 
9. Is this the caſe with the church of Rome ? 118; 
A. It is. : | lt 
C. That very church, whoſe corruptions a are fo 1 
5 daeeſperate, and idolatry infamous, dares to aſſume 1 
3 infallibility, and to damn all who differ from her. ih 
Bleſſed be God we are reformed from her abomi- 14 
nations. it 
Q. Do you think *tis eſſential to the being of a iſ! 
f church, that the word of God ſhould be truly i 
N preached, and the ſacraments duly miniſtred ? 1 
5 A. I do. | iſ! 
3 9, Does the church of England particularly | 
L provide for this ? # 
* A. Ves, with all poſſible care. 4 
9, How ? [| 
x A. By requiring ſubſcription from her miniſters, " 
; to the great articles of the Chriſtian faith? | 1 
9. Hath not every member of the church of il 
England, a demand upon their miniſter, to preach | 5 
conformably to the articles he hath ſubſcribed ? ll 
. A. To be ſure. 
ES 9. Are 
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©. Are all the emoluments of the church be- 
ſtowed as the reward for ſo doing ? 

A. They are, 

Qi: Muſt it then be very criminal to take the pay 
of the church of England under ſubſcription to her 
articles, and preach contrary to them ? | 

A. Very criminal. It is glaring e and 
ſcandalous and avowed fraud. | 


O. If the due adminiſtration of the ſacraments. 
are eſſential to the being of a church, what think 


you of thoſe who being of years of diſcretion, ne- 
glect them? 


A. They 5 they belong not to Chriſt and 


have no part in his church. 

©. Suppoſe a perſon comes into the church, 
and inſtead of ſeriouſly hearing God's word preach- 
ed, careleſsly falls afleep, or goes away and mocks, 


and ridicules the word, do you think ſuch a one a 


member of Chriſt's holy catholic church ? 
A. No certainly. 
C. Well, my dear little ones, I pray God that 


you may be not in name but in deed true church- 


men; that you may attend upon the ordinances, 
feel the power of the word preached, enjoy the 
comfort of the holy ſacraments, and be every day 
growing up into him who is your head, Chriſt, 
proving that you are living members of his myſtical 


body, by the purity of your tempers and conduct, 


walking 


— 
Sz 
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walking as becometh ſaints, in all holy converſa- 
tion and godlineſs; ſhewing the true catholic ſpirit 
of univerſal love to every brother in the ſame Lord, 


and praying that- all our differences may be com- 


poſed, our bie. ches repaired, our diviſions healed, 
and that we may in one place, and with one mind 
and mouth, glorify God the Father, Son, and 
Spirit, rejoicing in the felicity of his choſen, me 
giving thanks with his inheritance. | 


XXI. 


C. Having conſidered the holy catholic church 
as the collective body of all faithful people, we 


proceed to examine the bleſſings and privileges 
peculiar to every true member of it. 

9. What is the firſt of theſe ? 

A. The communion of ſaints. 

©. Are there any ſuch perſons as ſaints now up- 
on the earth ? | 

"A Yeu. 


2. ls every member of Chriſt's church called ta 


be a ſaint ? | 
M; He is. Col. i. 2. 
Q: Is it their relation to him which gives them A 
right to this title ? 
A. It is. 
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Q. People are uſed to think that there are no 
faints but thoſe who have a red letter in the kalendar 
before their name, but is not every believer in Je- 
ſus as truly a ſaint as Peter or Paul! 
A. To be ſure he is. | 
©. Weare uſed to look up to the ſaints as beings 
exalted upon a pedeſtal, and to think that they 


were not men of like paſſions with ourſelves, that 


they were perfect creatures, and that it would be a 
kind of preſumption to attempt being like them; 
but do you ſuppoſe there was ever a ſaint of God 
upon earth without ſin ? 

A. Certainly not. 1 Kings viii. 46. 


Q, Were they compaſſed about with infirmity as. 
well.as we? 


A. They were. Adds xiv. 15. 
9. Hath the book of God concealed the ble- 


- miſhes of the moſt eminent prophets and Ones © 


A. No, in no wiſe. 
DO. May not a man be in his own eyes a poor 
ſinner, and yet conſidered as a ſaint in the ſight of 


God? 


A. To be ſure he may; in Chriſt; 3 who is our 


ſanctification. 


2: Is every ſaint of God called to be a holy man 


in his life and converſation? 


A. Certainly. As he who hath called us is holy, 
ſo ſhould we be in all manner of converſation. 


D. But 


No 
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an 
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9, But do we not in many things all ond ? 

A. Aſſuredly we do. Jam. iii. 2. 

O. May we, notwithſtanding our manifold in- 
firmities, conſider ourſelves as God's ſaints? 

A. Certainly : if we hold faſt the head Chriſt, 

©, Can any hold communion and fellowſhip 
with the ſaints, who is not a ſaint himſelf? 

A. No. What communion hath he that be- 
lieveth with an infidel ? 

Q. Do the ſaints 1 in heaven and earth hold com- 
munion? | 

A. Yes. We being many are one body, and 
members one of another. 

©. Are they our fellows, and companions? 

A. They are. 

2. Ought you then to pray to them! 2 

A. No. That were groſs idolatry. 

D. You may, however, bleſs God for their good 
examples, and pray to be followers of their faith 
and patience ? 

A. To be ſure, I ought to do fo. 

A Don't you think it is very finful to ridicule 
the people of God, and give them the name of 
faints in deriſion ? 

A. Very ſinful, 

2D. Are mockers regarded of God as nene 
in Scripture? 

A. They are. Gal. iv. 29. Gen. xxi. 9. 

F 3 2. Ought 
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N. Ought you to be aſhamed of the ſcoffs of the 


wicked ? 
A. No, In no wile, 


©. Then, let the reproach caſt on them be never 


ſo great, ſhould you delight in the ſaints which are 
in the earth ? 


A. I ſhould. 


9. Do the ſaints of God meet to hold ſacred 


communion together ? 

A. They do? 

9, Wherein doth this communion conſiſt ? 

A. In mutual love, expreſſed by kindneſs in 
word and deed towards each other, 


©. Do they j join in prayer and Ons and at the 


Lord's table? 


A. Yes; they thus maintain fellowſhip with 


Chriſt their head, and with one another. 

9. May you be ſure that a perſon who does not 
pray, and praiſe God; neglects the table of the 
Lord; and the ſociety of the ſaints, hath no part 
or lot among them? _ 

A. Certainly, The tree is known by its fruits, 

C. Remember this, and as you profeſs to believe 
a communion of ſaints, fee that you belong to 


them, live in fellowſhip with them, walk as be- 


cometh your name and profeſſion, and be followers 
of thoſe who through faith and patience inherit the 
promiſes: you will then ſhortly join them, and 


from 
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from a ſuffering ſaint in the church militant upon 
earth, become a glorified ſaint in the church tri- 
umphant in heaven. | 


XXII. 


2. What is the ſecond privilege peculiar to the 


members of the holy catholic church? 


A. The forgiveneſs of fin, 

O. Are you-a ſinner! ? 

A. I am. 

9, Were you born in fin? 

4. es. 

2: And have you committed aQtual fin in thought, 
word, and deed, times innumerable ! ? 

As. I have. 

9, Are you a great ſinner, greater than you can 


expreſs ? 


A. Lam. For who can underſtand his errors ? 
Pal, Kix 12, 

9. What is the wages of fin ? 

A. Death ſpiritual, temporal, and eternal, 

9. Mult you ſuffer this as a ſinner ? 

A. Undoubtedly I muſt, if my fins are not for- 
given. 

©. Cannot you do any thing to en your 
pardon? 


A. No. 


7 108 * 


2 - No. I am utterly helpleſs, and weak as [ 
am wicked. Rom. v. 6. mY 

©. If you are ſorry for your ſins, will Not that 
avail? | Y | 

A. No. For ſorrow pays no debts. 

©. If you reſolve to do better, will not that "I 
your pardon ? 

A. No. Becauſe if I do all that I am command- 
ed, I do no more than is my preſent duty, and that 
cannot compenſate for paſt tranſgreſſions. 

Qi. Don't you think many truſt to what they 
call their repentance, to a little ſorrow, and * 
reſolution ? 

A. I am afraid they do. | 

2. Is it exceedingly dangerous to the ſoul, to 

be miſtaken in this matter ? 

A. No doubt it is. 

Q.: Muſt we deſpair of any power in ourſelves 10 
help ourſelves? 

A. We muſt, or periſh. 

©. Who is Chriſt come to ſave ? 

A. The loſt and deſperate. Luke xix. 10. 


Q. Is it a defireable thing to feel and know this 


to be our true condition? 


A. Moſt deſireable. 


9, Is a true conviction of our Nate, a8 helpleſs 
ſinners, the way to relief from our ſins? 


A. Ves. 
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Ves. Chriſt invites all that are weary and 
13 laden to his reſt. Matt. xi. 28. 
9. Is all our hope of pardon and forgiveneſs, 


grounded entirely upon the free mercy of Gedi in 
Chriſt Jeſus? 


A. We can have no other ſetiptural hope. : 

9, Has Chriſt undertaken, as the friend of ſin- 
ners, to pay a full ranſom for them? 

A. He hath. 1 Tim. ii. 6. | 

9. Was this ranſom paid on the croſs and ac- 
cepted * 


Mo It was. He was delivered for our offences, 


and raiſed again for our Juſtification, 


9. Is God now righteous and juſt to forgive the 


ſins of every believer in Jeſus ? 
A. His truth and juſtice engage him fo to do. 
9. Is the blood of Chriſt once ſhed on the croſs, 
ſufficient to cleanſe from all fin ? 
A. It is. 1 John i. 7. 


9. Is it as eaſy for him to ſave from many ſins, 


as from few? 

A. No doubt it is: for he is a Saviour to the ut - 
termoſt. Heb. vii. 25. 

9. Do ſinners periſh becauſe of their iniquities 
merely ? 

A. No, but becauſe of their unbelief. They 
will not come to Chriſt that they might have life. 
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O. Is every one who pleads by faith the blood 
of Chriſt, entitled to the pardon of ſin? 
A. He is. Acts xiii. 39. 
2. How can we be ſure of this ? 
A. We have God's word, yea, his oath, to en- 
gage our confidence. Heb. vi. 18. 


2. May any man know that his fins are. fot 


given? 

A. Ves, ſurely, ſo St. John faith, 1 John ii. 12, 

D. Is it preſumption to ſay, my fins are for- 
given? 

A. No certainly. It cannot be fe to 
believe that God will be true to his own promiſes. 

O. Nay, is it ſinful to doubt it? 

A. Surely it is. 

©. What do you think of thoſe who n as 
proud and preſumptuous, thoſe who believe their 
ſins are pardoned ? 

A. I think they don't believe the creed which 
they. ſo often repeat. 

©. If our ſins are pardoned, then there remains 
no condemnation ? 

A. No. None to them who are in Chriſt Jeſus. 

O. Is it not a very comfortable thing, in the 
proſpect of death and judgment, to know that we 
are already juſtified from all charges, and free from 
every acculation ? 


A. Yes, 


en- 
for- 


2. 
for- 
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A. Yes, ſurely ; the greateſt comfort any ſinner 
can enjoy under the ſun. 

C. I pray God this may be your bleſled portion, 
It will be, if you receive the record which God 
hath given of his Son, be truly incorporated into the 
holy catholic church, and become a lively member 
Many call themſelves believers and 
churchmen, who never knew ought of the felieity 
of God's choſen, content themſelves with a name 
to live, whilſt they are dead, and make a profeſſion 
of believing, when in fact utter ſtrangers to the 


faith of God's elect, and to all gracious effects of 


it, But 1 hope better things of you. Remember 
your own declarations : you confeſs here, that God 
in Chriſt is your reconciled God, having forgiven 
you all your treſpaſles, and therefore you have 
hope in your death, and boldneſs at the day of judg- 
ment. If fin is pardoned, all muſt be well. May 
you truly believe this, live in the comfort, and die 
in the triumph of the forgiveneſs of fin. 


XXIII. 


9. W hat is the third privilege peculiar to the 
members of the holy catholic church ? 
A. The reſurrection of the body. 


J. Will men riſe again with the ſame bodies ? 
A, They will, 


9, Will 


(az i] 

D. Will the qualities of the „— 
be different from the preſent? 

A. Yes. This corruptible muſt put on incor. 
ruption, this mortal immortality, and = natural 
body become ſpiritual. 

2. How will this great change be effected? 

A. By the power of Chriſt, The trumpet ſhall 
found, and the dead ſhall be raiſed, and thofe who 
are alive, be changed in a moment. | 

O. What will follow the reſurreQtion © ? 

4. The judgment. 

9. Muſt every man then give an account of the 
things he hath done in the body, according to that 
he hath done, whether it be —_ or whether! it 
be evil ? 

A. They muſt. 

2. But if all men riſe again, what is the pri- 
vilege of Chriſt's people above others ? 
A. They ſhall riſe firſt — and their bodies be 

faſhioned like to Chriſt's glorious body. 1 Thell, 
iv. 16. Phil. iii. 21. 
2. What will be the caſe of the ungodly and 
the ſinner ? 
A. They will awake to ſhame, and everlaſting 
_ contempt. 

Q: Is the conſideration of a glorious reſurrec- 
tion, a ftrong ſupport againſt the fears of death! 

A, A very ſtrong one, 
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9, Will not the change be unſpeakably to our 


advantage ? a 
A. Ves. When our earthly houſe of this taber- 


nacle is diſſolved, we have a building of God, a 


houſe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
©. Should this reconcile us to part with our 


_ deareſt friends and relatives in the Lord? 


A. It ſhould, For we forrow not as thoſe who 
have no hope, 

©. Shall we certainly meet again? 

A. Yes, aſſuredly, we ſhall go to them, though 
they cannot return to us, 

O. Will it be a joyful meeting ? 

A. Yes; never to part again. 

| 9. Shall we know each other in that day 3 

A. It ſeems ſo. Dives knew Lazarus, and we 
are told of ſeeing Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, in 
the kingdom. 

C. Prepare then for this great change. Live a8 


expecting the archangel's trumpet, and be more 


careful to ſecure a glorious reſurrection body, than 
about this wretched clod, and the meat which pe- 
riſneth; then whenever your ſummons comes you 


will welcome it, and ſpringing from the duſt, will 


lift up your heads with tranſport, and triumph in 
the great day of the Lord, knowing your redemp- 
tion draweth nigh, and being caught up to meet 
bim in the air, you will thenceforth forever be wfth 
| | the 


L034 2] 
the Lord. Comfort your hearts therefore with 
theſe words. 


XXIV, 


C. We are now come to the laſt article of our 


creed, that conſummation ſo devoutly wiſhed for 
by every redeemed ſinner, when he ſhall enter into 
the reſt that remaineth for the people of God, and 
be in poſſeſſion of that joy and felicity, both in body 
and ſoul, in Chriſt's kingdom of eternal glory, 
which is as inconceivable, as it will be enduring, 
Tell me then, what is the laſt privilege peculiar to 
members of the holy catholic church ? 

A. Life everlaſting. | 

O. Will death itſelf be then deſtroyed ? 

A. Yes. The laſt enemy which ſhall be deſtroyed 
is death. 

9. Where will the abode of Gods people be? 

A. In heaven. 

9. What will be their bleſſedneſs there ? 

A. The fruition of his glorious Godhead, 

QD. Will they be like him? 

A. Yes. They will awake up in his perfect 
image, and be as happy as he can make them. 

9. What will be their employment? 

A. To love and praiſe, like the angels. 

2. Who will be their companions ? 

| A, All 
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ith A. All the heavenly hoſt. 
2. Is the glory of heaven beyond all our preſent 
eee ? 
A. Yes, Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, 
neither hath it entered into the heart of man, what 
nk. good things God hath prepared for thoſe that love 
for him. 
inte 9. Is their ſtate deſcribed as of tranſcendent 
and dignity ? 
ody iM_ 4: It is, in the higheſt terms—they have crowns 
ory, of gold upon their heads—conquering palms in their 
ring, hands—robes of righteouſneſs to cover them, and 


ar to thrones of glory—yea, they ſhall fit down with 
Chriſt on his throne, as he is ſat down with the 
Father on his throne. 
| 2, What will become of the i nn. and un- 
-oyed believing ? 
| A, They will be driven from Chriſt's judgment 
a ſeat, into everlaſting fire, with the devil and his 
angels, 


2. Why do you ſay, amen, at the end of the 
. 

A. Becauſe I expreſs Ak both my con- 

erfect I fidence in theſe truths, and my prayer that theſe 

privileges may be mine. 

9. And do you hope they will be yours ? 

A. Sol truſt, through the mercy of my God 1 in 
Jeſus Chriſt, 


4, All C. Hold 
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C. Hold faſt then this hope of eternal life, which 
God, who cannot lie, hath promiſed before the 


world began, He is faithful, and they that have 
grace to truſt him, will not be Ulappointed of their 
hope. The conflict is ſhort, — the crown is in 
view,—the victory fure,—fight therefore the good 
fight of faith, that you may lay hold on eternal 
life, Yet a little while and Chriſt, who is our 
life, ſhall appear, and then ſhall we appear with 
him in glory, and live and reign with him for ever 
and ever. Amen. 


XXV. 
£ 
C. We have at large examined the ſeveral article 
of the creed, which contain the true confeſſion of 
faith of God's elect. This was the ſecond thing 
engaged for by our godfathers and godmothers at 
our baptiſm, that we ſhould believe them, and whit 
did they promiſe and vow thirdly in your name! 
A. That I ſhould keep God's holy will and com. 
mandments, and walk in the . all the days ef 
my life. 
2. Where do you find God's holy will and 
commandments particularly revealed to you ? 
A. In the 20th chapter of Exodus, | 
Qi. Did God deliver them to Moſes on mount 
Sinai, written upon two tables of ſtone ! 


A. Bis 
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A. He did. : 

9. How many commandments were there writ- 
ten? 

A. Ten. 

9. Do theſe ten ee contain the 
whole of what is called the moral law? 

A. They do. | 

9. Is perfection of obedience required by the 
law of God ? 

e 

9, Is there a curſe denounced upon every man, 
that continueth not in all the things written in the 
book of the law, to do them? 

A. There is. Deut. xxvii. 26. 

9. Have you kept all God's commandments ? 

A. No. I have broken them all. 

9,. Then you cannot be juſtified before God, on 
account of your diſobedience ? 

4. No. 
living be juſtified, 

9. Is the law holy, juſt, and good, notwith- 
ſtanding it condemns you ? 

A. Yes ſurely, The Lord | is righteous, and we 
are ſinners, 

9. If the law is broken "W you, and muſt con- 
demn you for paſt tranſgreſſion, can you at preſent 
keep it in perfection? 
| A. No. 


By the deeds of the law mall no fleſh 


( as. 7 


A. No. In many things we all offend, and if 
we ſay we have no fin, we deceive ourſelves, and 
the truth is not in us. | 
: Wherefore then ſerveth the law, if obedience 


to it cannot juſtify you before God, hath it any 


other ends ? 
A. Yes, many and great. 
Q. Can you tell me what? | 
A. Iſt. By the law is the knowledge of ſin, 
D. Is this neceſſary that you ſhould be brought 


to 2 ſight and ſenſe of your ſins? 


A. Yes, for the whole need not the phyſicie 


but thoſe who are ſick. 


2, How doth the law mu the knowledge of 


in? 


A. By holding up the perfection it requires, and 
ſhewing me how ſhort I come of the glory of God. 

©, What other end hath it ? 

A. 2dly. It is a ſchoolmaſter to bring us us to Chriſt, 
that we might be juſtified by faith, 
Q. Doth the curſe it denounces drive the ſinner 
who feels it, to fly for refuge to the grace of the 
goſpel ? 

A. It doth. 

©. Then it cannot be a covenant of life to 
you? 

J. No. It is called the miniftration of death, 


2 Cor. iii. 7. 


9. But 
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4 if 9, But if you are now juſtified by faith in Chriſt, 
is the law aboliſhed, and doth it ceaſe to bind the 
conſcience ? 
A, No, in no wiſe, Though it is no longer a 
covenant of life, it remains a rule of duty. 
9. Do we then by faith make void the law? 
A. God forbid., Yea, we eſtabliſh the law. 
Q. What is the ſum and ſubſtance of the moral 
„er | | | 
volt i 4 Love to God and our neighbour ? | 
9. Hath faith any influence upon the conſcience 
to produce this love ? 
A. Yes, the ſtrongeſt imaginable. 
ge of 9. Doth God ſanctify his people through the 
power of faith? 
, and A. He doth, as we are told. Acts xv. g. 
rad, 9. When you promiſe therefore obedience to 
God's holy will and commandments, you do it, as 
brilt, Ia believer in Jeſus ? | 
A. I do. 14 
inner Q. Muſt all your ſervices be _— for, and | f | 
of the in him : [ ; | 
4. They muſt; We are 3 in the beloved, 14 
and our ſervices are well pleaſing to God, through _ 1 
life to Jeſus Chriſt. 1 
L. Can you do any ſervice acceptable to God, 
death, I but as you live by faith ? 


and 
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* None. For without faith it is impoſſible t 
pleaſe God. © 
9. Hath the doctrine of faith then an unfavour- 


able influence upon morality ? 


A. Juſt the very reverſe. It worketh by love, 
And this is the love of God, that we keep his 


NO PA os and his commandments are not 


2. Do you imagine that they E 2 oppoſe the 


doctrines of faith and grace, are real enemies to 


true holineſs ? 

A. Aſſuredly. For they oppoſe that which only 
can purify the heart, and that God requires in the 
firſt place, 

9. As a believer in Jeſus, do you purpoſe to 
follow his holy mind and will, as far as it is re- 
vealed to you ? 

A. I do, 

©. But have you ſtrength to accompliſh yout 


holy purpoſes ? 


A. Not in my-ſelf. In me, that i is, in my fleſh, 
dwelleth no good thing. 

9, Whence cometh your help ? 

A. From Chriſt alone, whoſe ſtrength is made 
perfe in my weaknels, 

Q. How do you draw out of his fulneſs ? 

A, By the prayer of faith. 


2. Are 


: Ale 


1 } 

O. Are you then ereated of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus unte good works, God oats wi before /4 or- 
dained that you ſhould walk in them 

A. As a believer, I am. LS, 

9. And muſt you henceforth lire for him * 


died for you? 


A. The love of Chriſt conſtraineth mos o jute | 
that T ought to-do ſo. Fe 

C. May the Lord enable you with his grace for 
all the good pleaſure of his will; and work in you 
the work of faith with power; adorn the docttrine 
of God your Saviour in all things, and let your 
light ſo ſhine before men that they may ſee your 
good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven. True faith ever wrought the moſt power- 
ful change on the heart and temper, and the blood 
of Chriſt ſprinkled there infallibly purges: the con- 
ſcience from dead works to ſerve the living God. 


XXVI. 
C. The commandments of God, though no longer 
a covenant of life, are the rule of moral duty; and 
whilſt as a ſchool-maſter they lead us to Chriſt that 
we might be juſtified by faith, they point out the 


path in which under the influence of faith working 
by love, we are called to walk as children of God. 


68 E. What 
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2. W do yp dan learn by the c "mm? 
ments? 


"Mi 44 two things, my 2 rok 0 


and my duty towards my neighbour. 
2. What is your duty towards God ei 
4. My duty towards God, is to believe. in hs, 
to fear him, and to love him with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my ſoul, and with all 
my ſtrength ; to worſbip him, to give him thanks, 
to put my whole truſt in him, to call upon him, 
to honour his holy name, and his word, and to 
ſerve him truly all the days of my liſe. 
2: This is the ſubſtance of the firſt four com- 
mandments. What is the firſt commandment ? 
A. Thou ſhalt have none other Gods but me. 
Q: Is there any other God, but the Lord af 
A. There is no other. 

DS. But have not men ſet up many falſe Gods? 
A. They have. 108 
9. How is the true God to be known ' 

A. From the revelation he bath made of him- 
ſelf in the'Scriptures 

. Muſt our acquaintance with God * 4 
from the Bible, before we can worlkip, . ſerve, and 
obey him as we ought to do ? [ 

A. It muſt. 

Y. What is chiefly required 7 this command- 
ment? 


+ That 


, 
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. That 1 mould believe in him. 
2. Is all our knowledge of the t true eGodh matter 
of faith ? 
A. It is. 
9. Do you n that + Bumi reaſon without 
2 revelation from God, would. ever have led us to 


i 


know God ? 2 50 1 


A. No. In no wiſe. 1 Cor. i. 21. 

D. What ſhould your knowledge of God and 
faith in him Tead you to in the firſt place ? ? 

9. To fear him. | 

2, Muſt you fear offending him as the greateſt 

of all evils ? 

A. 1 ought to do ſo. 

9. Should no fear of any creature ever ſway Or 
influence you to act contrary to his will? 3 

A. No in no wiſe. 

Q. Suppoſe you were threatened to be burnt at a 
ſtake for your duty towards God, ought you to lay 
down your life rather than fin againſt him? 

A. Yes, aſſuredly. 

2. Why muſt you thus fear him? 

A. Becauſe all others can only deſtroy the body, 
but he can caſt both ſoul and body into hell. 

2, Ought you to fear offending not merely as 
a flave through fear, but as a child? 

A. Certainly, If I were not puniſhed for it, l 
l der the very offence. 


G 2 E. Should 
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9. Should you love God as well as fear Ag 

A. Certainly. 5 

9. How much. 

A. With all my heart and mind, and ſoul, and 
ſtrength. 

Q: Ought you to love nothing i in compariſon 
with him! ? 

A. No. Nothing in compariſon with kim, 
Pal. Ixxiii. 25. 

©. Does this commandment enjoin you to wor- 


ſhip him? 


A, It doth. 

Q. What worſhip doth God require inward or 
outward ? 

A. Both. 

©. Doth he demand our hearts ? 

A. He doth. 

9H. Will it ſignify any thing to give him the lip 
and the knee if the heart be far from him ? 

A. It will not. Matt. xv. 8. | 

9. Will the pretended prayers of thoſe who 
draw near to him with their wad whilſt their heart 
is far from him condemn them? 8 


A. They will, Their very prayers are turned 
into ſin. 
9. Are you allo hereby engaged to thank God 
' continually ? 


A. I am. 9 
5 Q. Are 


im. 
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heart 
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God 
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9. Are you receiving many bleſſings from him? 
A. Yes, very many. 
9. Should you not therefore acknowledge it to 
his glory! 
A. That is my bounden duty. 
9, Muſt you put your whole truſt in him? 
A. I ſhould do fo. 


O. Muſt you depend upon him for all your 
concerns of body a and ſoul, in time and to eternity ? 


2 2 Ves, for all. 


2. Do you think you have always thus feared, 


loved, worſhipped, and 2205 in 222 with all 
your heart? . 
A. No. In many things we all offend. 


2, How will you then at prefent gain peace in 


Jour conſcience ? 

A. Through faith in Jeſus Chriſt. Yom v. I. 

2. Is he the end of the law for rightequſneſs t; to 
every one that believeth ? 

& I 3 

2 Should it not — you before God, when 
you fee how ſhort you come of his holy law ? 

A. It ought ſo to do. 

Q: And ſhould it ſtir you up to call upon him 


for grace, and ſtrength to cleave to him more faith- 


fully ? 
A. Certainly it ſhould. 
e 3 2. Do 
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2 Do you think there are at pom "7 ko 
Mey | 
A. Yes, very many. 
©. Who are they ? 


A. All who love, fear, and truſt in any creature 
more than the living God. 


'C. True, my dear child. Take cate; n 


that the caſe be not your own. If you have taken 


the Lord for your God, let none rival him in your 
hearts. Set him always before you. Live in the 
ſenſe of his preſence. Believe he ſees, hears and 
notices all that paſſes. Fear, therefore, to ſin a- 


gainſt him. Love him unfeignedly, ſenſible of his 


infinite grace to you, and your infinite obligations, 
Love him above all things, delighting in him as 
| ' your portion, and deſiring conformity to his image, 
28 your greateſt felicity. Truſt him, in ficknefs, 
in health, in poverty, in diftreſs, in every trial; in 
every affliction, whether of body or ſoul: and 
never ceaſe crying to him from the heart, that he 
will be'your God, and manifeſt himſelf unto you' as 
he doth not unto the world; then, though you 
cannot endure the ſeverity of his judgment, you 
ſhall enjoy the experience of his grace in Chriſt, 
in pardoning what is amiſs, ſtrengthening what is 
weak, and perfecting that which is lacking: Ac- 
cording to his own ſure word of promiſe, I will be 
their God, and they ſhall be my people, and I will 
> 6p „ | put 


WI 
rel 


Cr 


(22879 \ 1] 
put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds 
will I write them, and their fins and iniquities wu 1 
remember no more, 


970815 Len XXVII. 


C. The firſt . . eweis 
of the true God, the ſecond directs the acceptable 
manner of worſhipping him; for we are not al- 
lowed to follow our own will and fancy, but muſt 
attend to his revealed word, what is the OO 
commandment ? 

A. Thou ſhalt not make to thyſelf any graven 


4 nor the likeneſs of any thing that is in 
heaven above, or in the earth beneath, or in the 


water under the earth. Thou ſhalt not bow down 
to them, nor worſhip them: for I the Lord thy God 


am a jealous God, and viſit the fins of the fathers 


upon the children, unto the third and fourth gene- 


ration of them that hate me; and ſhew mercy unto 


thouſands in them that love me, and * my com- 
mandments. 

2. What does this commandment forbid ? ? 

A. All image worſhip. 

2. Are the papiſts therefore guilty of n 
when they worſhip. the images of our Lord, his 
croſs, and the figures of dead men? 

A. Nen of groſs idolatry. 
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2. Is it poflible to form "wy real reſemblance to 


the Godhead ? 

A. No. 

D. Why? 

A. Becauſe God is a Spirit. 

2. How muſt he then be worſhipped ? 

A. In ſpirit and in truth. 

Q. May we form no bodily repreſentation of 
him even in our minds ? ä 


A. No. 


Q. In what way are we to expreſs our wort 
of God? 

A. I am to call upon him — to give him thanks 
— to hear, read and meditate upon his holy word 
DS and to be found in the uſe of his ſacraments, 
and all his inſtituted ordinances, 
C. You anſwer very rightly. Is prayer the duty 
of every reaſonable creature? 

A. It is. 8 

9, Muſt we therefore conclude that all who 
live without prayer live without Sen ind world? 

A. Aſſuredly. 

©, Is every prayerleſs PR a practical atheiſt? 

A, Undoubtedly he is. 

2D. What is the nature of true prayer? 

A. Prayer is the deſire of the ſoul after God, and 


his mercies, proceeding from a ſenſe of our neceſſi- 


ties, and reſting on the truth of his promiſes. 
C. Very 


Fades 


ery 
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C. Very well. Then you ſee there can be no 


teal prayer, without theſe three things. 1. A ſenſe 


of our neceſſities. 2. Faith in the promiſes of God 
through Chriſt that he will hear, and help us. 


3. A heart-felt deſire of relief, that urges us to 


diligence and importunity in waiting upon God. 

9. Will no form of words make a prayer if the 
heart be not thus affected? 

A. Certainly not. 

9, Do you not therefore think that many de- 
ceive themſelves in this matter, who ſuppoſe they 
have ſaid their prayers when they haye read ſo many 
words out of a book ? 

A. I am afraid they do. 

C. And ſo am I too. Many there are who go 
on in formality reading their prayers, morning and 
evening, and call this praying, who perhaps have 
uſed the ſame book, and the ſame words for years, 
and years together, without ever thinking whether 
they felt, what they ſaid, or expected an anſwer to 
their petitions, ſuppoſing the work is done merely, 
when they have come to the Amen, This is groſs 
ſelf-deluſion, and hypocriſy, and ſuch formal un- 
meaning ſervices, can only bring a curſe inſtead of 
a bleſſing upon the ſoul. If we read a volume of 
prayers every day, and knelt till our knees were as 
hard as a camel's, if our conſcience was not affect- 
ed, our heart ſenſible, our faith in exerciſe and 


G 5 real 
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real deſire after God, dictated our words, all our 
reading would be but as ſounding braſs or tinkling 

cymbal, and not a word of real prayer be found 
in ten thouſand million of ſuch formal 2 . of de- 
votion, in 

2, loa compoſed form of words cli in 


order to prayer? 
A. No. 


2. Ought every man to pray as he feels his 
heart affected, even as the hungry Bn aſks an 


alms 7 
A. To be ſure, this is moſt natural. 
2. You don't think we are heard for our fine 
ſpeaking, or much ſpeaking ? 
A. No certainly, 


- 2, Do you ſuppoſe a compoſed form of words 
anlawful ? 


A. No. Not if they expreſs what I 41% feel, 


C. So I apprehend, and as to the expedience, 


every man muſt be the beſt judge for himſelf, In 
public worthip, it is my own opinion, that a form 
of ſound words is preferable to free prayer in gene- 
ral; in private, though I would not refuſe any uſeful 
aſſiſtance, nor preſcribe invariable rules, I ſhould 
prefer ſpeaking the preſent feelings of the heart as 


they ariſe, leſs curious about the W and 
more ſolicitous about che matter. 


9. Are 
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20 . Are you to thank and praiſe God for he 


dating you receive, as well as * to n wu 
the mercies you need? 


A. That is my bounden duty. 
= How are you to expreſs your thanks? 
A. Wich my lips, and in my life. - 


lips ? 
A. In prayer acknowledging the chexcies of che 
Lord: and ſpeaking in pſalms and hymns and ſpi- 
ritual ſongs, ſinging and making melody in the 
heart unto the Lord ? 

2. Is pſalm and hymn ſinging a part of = 
worſhip ? 

A. It is. 


D. What think you of thoſe who ridicule theſe | 


things! ? 
A. That they are profane, and N of God 
8 ng godlineſs. 
2. How are you to expreſs your chankfulneſs in 
your life ? 
A. By glorifying God in my body and in 7 


| ſpirit which are his. 


2; What is your duty with regard to the word 
of God? 
A. To read, mark, learn, and inwardly ae 


it. 


2. Were 


2. How do you expreſs your thanks 1 in your 
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2. Were not your godfathers and godmothers 
at your baptiſm charged that they ſhould call * 
you to hear ſermons? 1 tio | 
A. Yes they were. Sis 
9. Are you bound therefore to a conflintion 


attendance upon the miniſtry of God's word? 
A. I am. 


9. Shovld you ſearch the e diligentlyy 


to prove all things, and hold faſt that which is 


good? 
8 . 3 ſhould do ſo. 


D. You are not to take your miniſter's word 


therefore, nor any other perſons, without examin- 


ing for yourſelves, ought you? 
A. No. 


2. Is it a part of your duty 0 God, to 


enquire out of his own word what is his holy will? 
A. Aſſuredly it is. 


Q: Do you ſuppoſe they can have any regard 


for God or their ſouls, who never open their bibles 
for weeks and months together ? 4 

A. To be ſure, they ſeem to have none. 

9. How ſhould you ſearch the Scriptures in 
order to know God's mind and will? 
A. 1. Humbly, ſenſible of my ſpiritual igno- 
rance. 2. Diligently, as knowing it of the laſt 


importance to my ſalvation that I, hold the truth. 


3. With prayer for divine illumination. 


rs 


rd 
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C. True, my dear child, 4 the meck will he 
teach his ways, In this method of ſeeking after 
God, he will inſtru& you, and make you wiſe un- 
to ſalvation, Of the ſacraments I ſhall ſpeak to 
you in another place, reſerving what I have to ſay 
til then; ſhall only add to what I have remark- 
ed above, that when we reflect upon the coldneſs, 


deadneſs, and hypocriſy of our prayers, the for- 


mality of our devotion, the languor of our praiſes, 


the neglect of God's word, our inattention to, and 


unprofitableneſs under it, we have much reaſon to 


feel our conſciences condemned, and to cry, as we 


are taught to do after every commandment is read, 
Lord have mercy upon us. For under no one of 
them, can we ſtand juſtified by our obedience, 

| ©, Is God jealous of his honour and glory? 


A. Yes. He is a jealous God, viſiting the ini- 
quities of the fathers upon their children, unto 


the third and fourth generation of them that hate 


him, and ſhewing mercy unto thouſands in them 4; 


that love him, and keep his commandments, 


9. It is a dreadful thing to hate God, is it 


not? 

A. Ves. Truly diabolical. 

©. But do not thoſe who neglect God, reſtrain 
prayer, and caft his word behind their backs, ex- 
prefs therein their hatred to him? | 
1 55 A. No. 


T ag4 } 
A. No doubt they do; for their conduct faith 


moſt ſtrongly, depart from was for we N 


S 


the knowledge of thy ways. 
©, How does God viſit the i iniquties of the fa 
thers upon the children? 
A. The children ſuffer in 1 he 
temporal miſeries, which their Ow e 
bring upon themſelves. 
SD. Is it a great bleſſing to have ** parents! 
A. Ves. God ſheweth mercy unto thouſands 
in them that love him, and keep his command- 
ments? 


C. Vou ſee, ee the beſt patrimony a pa- 


rent can leave you, is the ſavour of his good ex- 


ample, and the moſt valuable portion the bleſſing 
of God promiſed to the deſcendants of thoſe who 
love him and keep his commandments. You may, 
perhaps, of this world have very little to leave be- 


hind you; be it therefore the more your care to 


tranſmit to poſterity the mercy herein promiſed, 
and that will be better for them than thouſands of 
| oo and ſilver. 
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10 What is the third commandment AF 
A. Thou ſhalt not take the name of the Lord 
| thy 


tl 
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thy God in vain; for the Lord will not 200: him 
guiltleſs, that taketh his name in vain. . | 

©, What does this commandment enjoin ? 

A. A reverent mention of the holy name of 
God, and of whatever belongs to him. 
2. Does this commandment forbid * profane 
curſing and ſwearing? 

A. It doth. 

D. What think you of thoſe, * in their 


common converſation, make uſe of the name of 


God, Jeſus, Chriſt; and cry without thinking, 
good God, Lord have mercy upon me, and the 
like? 

A. They tranſgrefs grievouſly 88 this com- 
mandment. 

' ©, Is it not ſhocking to hear the name of God : 
ſo blaſphemed? ? wor. 

A. It is. 

C. Indeed it is, my dear children ; z and women 
as. well as men almoſt univerſally fall into this 
ſhocking profaneneſs. If their oaths are not ſuch 
horrid imprecations as fill the mouths of male 
blaſphemers, they make perhaps a more frequent, 
light, wanton, and irreverent ufe of the name of 
the Moſt High, than even men do, as I have often 
obſerved ; and from the exceſſive frequency of do- 


ing it, are even inſenſible of what they ſay, and 


when reproved, I have, by experience, known 
1 ea: them 


+ 190 1 
them deny they did it, when the very next ſentence 
repeated the tranſgreſſion. Never take this holy 


name in your mouth. A child of God never hears 


it done, but it grieves bim. 


9, Is great guilt brought upon the con- 
ſcience, by the light and wanton uſe of God's * 


name? 


A. Aſſuredly. God will not hold him n gane 


who taketh his name in vain. 

2: Can people take God's name in vain in. their 
prayers? 

A. Yes; when they pretend to ſpeak to God, 


without a reverential ſenſe of his preſence on their 


hearts. 

2. Is God's word to be made uſe of with re- 
ſpe&? e \ 

2. 8. 


2 What think you of thoſe who turn it into 
ridicule,-—jeſt upon it, — and in their common talk, 
or, perhaps over their cups indecently, and irre. 


verently, quote the word of God? 
A. Such deſpiſers of God's word, will one day 
ſhortly, wonder and periſh. 


2. Is God provoked when his people are treated 


me 


A. He is greatly. He that toucheth them, 


couchieth the apple of his JT. | 


Saba I 1. 


to 


pe 


et 


1 5 C. Yet the world is even ready to brand their | 
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A 
profeſſion as hypocriſy—to blazon their failings— 
and malign their graces—to give an invidious turn 
to whatever can be miſrepreſented—and always to 


have their ears open to hear, and their hearts open 
to believe every railing accuſation brought againſt 


them. 
' ©. Is it very criminal to be thus deſpiſers and 


revilers of thoſe that are good? 


A. Very criminal, What is done to the Jeaft 


of his people, God will regard as done againſt him- 


ſelf. 

2. May we not by our conduct diſhonour God's 
name? - 

A. Yes, highly : if by any evil thing, we give 


| occaſion to the adverſaries of the Lord to blaſpheme: : 


as David did. 


. Are we bound in our converſdeion with c 5 


other, to {et forth God's glory ? 
A. This ſhould be our deſire. 
9. Should we ſpeak good. of God's name? 


A. This is the beft uſe of our tongues, to by 


employed to his glory, and for the good of men's 
fouls. y 


C. Yes, my dear 8 it is ſo. But when 


prophaneneſs is ſo triumphant, to open our mouths 
with a view to glorify God's holy name, is looked 
upon as ſome ſtrange thing. A word dropt of ſe- 
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rious converſation, makes often a dead pauſe, in 
company; and the gentleſt reproof of thoſe, who 
take God's name in vain, is thought rudeneſs and 
ill-manners, You muſt be content to be unlike 
the world, therefore, if you would not be con- 
demned with it. And in this one particular, among 
others, the difference muſt appear, that living un- 
der an abiding ſenſe of his preſence on your heart, 


you never, but with awful reverence, make men- 
tion of that high and holy name, the Lord thy 


17 


XXIX. 


©, What is the fourth commandment? + 

A. Remember that thou keep holy the ſabbath 
day. Six days ſhalt thou labour, and do all that 
thou haſt to do; but the ſeventh day is the ſab- 
bath of the Lord thy God; in it thou ſhalt do no 
manner of work, thou, and thy ſon, and thy daugh- 
ter, thy man- ſervant, and thy maid-ſervant, thy 
cattle, and the ſtranger that is within thy gates; 
for in fix days the Lord made heaven and earth, 
the ſea, and all that in them is, and reſted the ſe- 
venth day; wherefore the Lord bleſſed the ſeventh 
day, and hallowed it. 

C. We are called upon every day to ey God, 
and no one ſhould paſs over us, without acts of 


worſhip 


139 1 


worſhip to him in whom we live, and move, and 
have our being; but one day out of ſeven is pecu- 


liarly and wholly appropriated for this bleſſed end 
and purpoſe, that abſtracted from all worldly con- 
cerns, we might be wholly employed in ſpiritual 
matters, remembering the great works of crea- 


tion, and redemption, and in all holy exerciſes 


preparing for the work of an eternal ſabbath, when 
we ſhall reſt from all our labours, and ſerve God 
day and night in his temple and go out no more. 


2; Is the day of reſt which we obſerve, different 


from the jewiſh ſabbath ? 
ER 5 
2. What day do we obſerve ? 
A. The firſt day of the week, EL 4 
2, Why is this change? vat  - 
HA. To commemorate our Lord's refarreRion:" 
2. Was this the apoſtolic practice? 314: 
A. It was. John xx. 10. Acts xx. 7. 1 Cor. 
xvi. 2 
2. What is requited in order to the baker 
tion of the Lord's Day? | . 
4. 1. A reſt from all ordinary buſineſs. 2. An 
employment of our time in the exerciſes of religion 


to the glory of God, and the edification of our 


ſouls. 


2 May: no work be done on the ſabbath day ? 


4. Works 
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A. Works of neceſſity, merey, and charity are 


always excepted. 


C. True, if our ox fall into a pit on the fab- 


bath day, we may draw him out. | Fhe ſick, in- 
firm, and infants, are to be attended. And ſome 


employments can admit of no interruption! without 
the moſt hurtful conſequences, In theſe caſes the 
fabbath was made for man, not man for the ſab- 
bath : but theſe few exceptions affect not the gene· 


ral ſcope of the commandment. 


Q: Our ordinary buſineſs then, you fay, muſt be 
wholly laid aſide. 
A. It muſt. 


outward labours. 
2. May we not buy or ſel] on the Lord's day ? 


A. No, in no wiſe, 


2. How ſhould we then employ our time on this 
day? 


A. Is religious exerciſes, and heavenly diſcour- 
ſes, and meditations, 


©. Should we ſeriouſly attend the public wor- 


ſhip? 


A. Yes. Early in our places — collected not 


ed 


_ ©.. May we not think avout it or: - talk about 
27 „ SY | 
A. No farety... Wolly Gwugltt a ad contriv- 
ances, are as much a breach of the ſabbath, as any 
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1 
ed and ſeriouſly examining our conſciences-there- 
'2. Should you in the evening as well as morn- 
ing, be in the houſe of God? 

A. Yes, ſurely. 

2 May you not take your pleaſure i in the even- 
ing, in idle viſiting, and common diſcourſe? 

A. No. The whole day is to be employed in 
God's ſervice. 

C. True, my dear children. It is the Lord's favs 
and we rob God when we employ any of the hours 
contrary to the deſign and inſtitution of his ſaced 
reſt. They who have families, ſhould begin and 
end it with prayer and praiſe — catechiſing their 
ſervants and children—enquiring what they heard 


at church —examining their progreſs in religious 


knowledge—and further inſtructing them. They 
who have none, ſhould be emplayed in private 


prayer and meditation on what they read, or hear 
| from God's word—in religious converſation among 
friends, building up each other in our moſt holy 
faith—and all in their ſeveral ſtations, keeping in 


view the great end of the ſabbatical reſt, even. to 
prepare for the great change, and be ready for the 


eternal reſt Which remaincth for the people of 


God. 

9. What think you of thoſe, who make the 
abbath a day of diverſion, and idleneſs; riding out, 
and 
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and making parties of pleaſure hat of thoſe who 
are glad of any excuſe, to abſent themſelves from 
the houſe of God what of thoſe who having ſpent 
the morning at their glaſs, inſtead of upon their 
knees, go to church to be admired, and gazed at; 


laughing perhaps, talking, bowing, and more at-. 


tentive to each other, than to that God, whom 


they pretend to worſhip ? What think rw 'of Rn, 


do they hallow the ſabbath ? 


A. No. They are profane ſabbath berker 
Q: Is the ſabbath a burden to a child of God? ? 
A. No, It is his delight. 
2. Does he take Ps in the boly ordi- 
nances ? e n 
A. He goth. As David bor 1. was glad when 


| they ſaid unto me, we will. go into the houſe of 


the Lord — and again, it is is good for me to oy 
aigh unto God. 

Q: Is it a bad ſign when people ſeem weary of | 
the ſabbath day, and wiſh it over? 

A. A very bad one, 

2: If they are weary of ſerving God a few 1058 
what would they do in e where the fabbatt 
is eternal? 

A. They can have no part nor ; tos e 


2. Are we bound, as far as our power or + Ins 


Avence reaches, that others ſhould "og wow the 
hogs day as well as we? 
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„A. Certainly; even to our man- ſervant and 


2. Should every head of a family, therefore, 
contrive that thoſe under his roof, may have all 


poſſible Arnd of ene the wen * 
God? 


e eee e 


C. The ſervant on the Lord's day, would be | 


free as his maſter : and every godly maſter will en- 
deavour he ſhall be ſo. We muſt not detain thoſe 
to. ſerve tables, who ſhould be ſerving God in his 
houſe. Many make the ſabbath a feaſt day; and 
think more then of good eating and drinking, than 
on any day of the week: their ſervants muſt be 


toiling for their dinners, when they ſhould be re- 


ceiving the bread of life under the word; whilſt 
their maſters, fed to the full, ſleep at home, or 
perhaps at church, the afternoon. I lay it down 
as à certain truth, that they can have little regard 
for their ſervants ſouls, or the ſanctification of the 
ſabbath, who cannot, on that day, be content with 
a flight repaſt, not to detain them at home; be- 


ſides that, as it is proved by experience, how much 


a hearty meal often diſpoſes to ſleep and ſtupeſies, 
they who have a real delight in approaching to 


God, will be careful, by peculiar temperance, on 


that day to avoid whatever might dull their atten- 
tion, and indiſpoſe them for an enlivened enjoy- 


% ment 


— pot: — — —— 
; Nw >. ed — 
— 


8 
Ns 
is 0: 
11 x & 
11 it 
1 9 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 8 
11 
1 15 * 
. - 
1% 
ANY 
1 i 
4438 
: 1 
3 © 
1 
1 
0 1 
11 
all 
1-3 
: * 8 
ö ws: 
+7 5 
| 8 58 
© 19 
1 
9 7% 
1410 
$41 
114 
: [2 
[4h 
4 - 
1 
N. 
XI? 37 
[#7 
| 
: 
: 
| 
: 
N 
z 


— My —— —— 2 — 
i BL 22 - * 
—— f ̃— 1 — YRS =, 5: A 


L 14 ] 


ment of the public and private worſhip of God. 


Some may, perhaps, think theſe obſervations too 
minute; but it is in theſe little things, if you will 
call them fo, that a real concern for the ſanctifi- 
cation of the fabbath, eſpecially appears, and the 


effects of attending to theſe remarks, will be found, 


I am perſuaded, of real, yea, of eternal import- 
ance, | 5 0 | 
po hy 


0 
7 


3 fifth commandment is of the moſt ex- 


tenſive nature, taking in the vaſt cirele of relative 
duties of every kind; and in the conſcientious at- 
tention to the diſcharge of them, the power of vital 
godlineſs appears in the moſt ſtriking and convine- 
ing manner. The moſt flaming profeſſion abroad, 
and the moſt zealous labours to propagate the goſ- 


pel, are evidences comparatively ſmall of the truth 


of our Chriſtianity, when compared with the ſpirit 


and temper which we manifeſt among thoſe who 


are neareſt to us, and conſtant obſervers of our con- 
duct at home. There no diſguiſe conceals the hy- 
pocrite, but what we really are, we ſhall appear, and 
a bleſſed teſtimony will it be to the reality of our 
profeſſion, if they who are neareſt and moſt in- 
timately converſant with us, behold us habitually 
under the influence 'of the commandments of the 

| : Lord, 


mu 
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Lord, and walking worthy our high vocation and 
calling. To be a good parent, an obedient child; 
a tender huſband, a faithful and gentle wife; a 
kind maſter, a diligent ſervant, and the like, ma- 
nifeſts more ſurely that we are of God, than if we 
gave all our goods to feed the poor, and our bodies 
to be burned. 

9. What is the fifth commandment ? 

A, Honour thy father and thy mother, that thy 
days may be long in the land which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee, 


9. Is this commandment eonfined only to our 
parents? | 


A. No. It extends to all ſuperiors. 

Q. Does it not comprehend alſo reciprocally, the 
duty which all parents owe their children, and ſu- 
periors their inferiors ? 

A. It doth. 


9. Are our obligations to each other, therefore, 


mutual ? 

A. They are. 

9. What is the firſt great mutual relation? 

A. Between parents and children. 
O: What is the parent s duty towards their chil- 
dren ? 

A. 1. To ſet before them a good 1 

2. To teach them the knowledge of God's re- 
vealed mind and will in his word. OP 
I H 3. To 
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3. To encourage them when they behave well. 

4. To be gentle towards them; always diſtin- 
guiſhing between their childiſh follies, and criminal 
conduct. 

5. To correct them, faithfully, in mende 
never in anger, and to inform them of the cauſe 
and neceſſity of ſuch correction. 

6. To provide for them, and take care to diſpoſe 
of them in the world, ſo as that they may be en- 
abled to provide for themſelves. 

7. To adviſe, though not conſtrain them i in the 
article of marriage. 

8. To pray with them, and for diam, 
| Df. Do not many parents hurt their children by 
if fooliſh fondneſs, and ſinful indulgence ? 

l A. I am afraid they do. h 
1 2. What is the duty of children towards their 
parents ? 

A. 1. To honour their perſons, as being of God 
moſt immediately entruſted with the care of their 
1 childrens bodies and ſouls, and all the concerns of 
| 8 both, 
= 2, To obey all their lawful commands with 

chearfulneſs, and diligence. 

3. To receive with thankfulneſs, and attention 
all their inſtructions, 

4. To ſubmit with all humility to their - 
or corrections, ſorry for having offended, and more 
troubled 
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troubled for the fault, than hurt by the chaſtiſe- 
ment, 

5. To be content and ſatisfied with their diſpoſal 
of them in life, perſuaded that they are better 
judges than theit children. 

6. To bear with their infirmities. 

7. To provide for them if neceſſitous. 

8. To contribute in every way to their comfort, 
and advantage, endeavouring to requite them for 
all their paſt kind care. 

2. Does the commandment enjoin an equal 
honour to the mether as well as the father ? 

A. Ves, aſſuredly. 

Q. Is all irreverence therefore, diſobedience, in- 
attention, murmuring, undutifulneſs, and the like, 
to either parent very ſinful in the ight of God? 

A. No doubt it is. 

Q. Can they be God's children who ſhow fuch 
a temper and conduct towards their parents ? 

A. No. In no wiſe. 

QD: What is the next great relative duty? 

A. Between huſbands and wiyes. 

9, Is marriage a divine inſtitution, and honour- 
able among all ? 

A. It is. 

9. What is the mutual duty which buſbands 


and wives owe each other ? 
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A. 1. To conſider each other as no longer two 
but one fleſh. 
2. To have the ſalvation of each other's ſouls firſt 
in their view. 
3. To ſtudy mutually how to aka render 
each other's life moſt comfortable. 


4. To ſhare each other's comforts, and to ſup- 


port each other's croſles, 

5. To bear with each other's infirmities and 
faults, remembering that a corrupted creature muſt 
not expect perfection in his fellow. 

6. To conſult together in all matters of moment, 
reſpecting their affairs oy children's good. 

7. To be faithful to each other in affection, and 
never defile the purity of their mind or bodies, by 
any deſire, or act contrary to the near and holy 
relation in which they ſtand, 

Q: But are there not ſome duties annexed more 
peculiarly to each party ſeverally ? 

A. There are. 

2. What is required of the huſband mes 
larly? | 

A. 1. To love their wives. 

2. To give them honour, 

3. Not to be bitter againſt them, 

4. To provide for them things honeſt in the 
night of all men. 
5 To rule well their own houſes, | 
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9. What is eſpecially the wife's duty? 

A. 1. To reverence their huſbands. 

2. To be obedient in all things. 

3. To be keepers at home. 

4. To manage the interior of the family with 
diligence, azconomy, and diſcretion. 

5. To cultivate above all things the ornament of 
a meek and quiet ſpirit, which is in God's ſight of 


great price, 


9. What think you is the cauſe of ſuch unhap- 


pineſs as is often found in the marriage ſtate ? 


A. Becauſe the moſt meet together merely as 
brute beaſts, to ſatisfy their carnal luſts and appe- 
tites, and not reverently, adviſedly, ſoberly, and 
in the fear of God; without duly conſidering either 
the ends, of the duty of the marriage ſtate. 


O. What is the third relative duty which comes 


under this command? 
A. The duty of maſters and ſervants. 


2. What is the duty of maſters and miſtreſſes 
towards their ſervants? 


A. 1. To conſider themſelves as placed in this 


ſuperior ſtate for the glory of God, and the good of 


the ſouls committed to their care. | 
2. To be an example to thoſe who ſerve them 
in all holy converſation and godlineſs. 
3. To maintain the worſhip, and cultivate the 
fear of God among all who are under their roof. 
H 3 4. To 
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4. To be reaſonable in their commands. 

5. To treat them with gentleneſs, not a lion in 
their houſe, and frantic among their ſervants, 

6. To give them that which is juſt and equal 
for their ſervice, and "em exact puncuality when 
due. 

7. To inſtruct them in the krete and en- 
courage them in the practice of whatever is for the 
benefit of their ſouls; and to provide proper food 
and nouriſhment for their bodies, conſidering them- 
ſelves that they have a maſter in heaven, to whom 
they muſt account for the truſt committed to them, 
| oa that there is no reſpec of perſons with him. 
2: What is the duty of ſervants towards their 
maſters and miſtreſles ? 

A. 1. To conſider their ſtation as of divine ape 
pointment, and therefore to ſerve in 9 of 

heart, as unto Chriſt, 

2. To honour and reſpect their perſons, as God's 
vicegerents in that family. 

3. To addreſs them with reverence, and always 
ſpeak of them with reſpect. 

4. To be obedient to all their lawful commands. 

5. To be patient under reproof, never anſwer- 
ing again. 

6. To be honeſt; not purloining the ſmalleſt 
trifle, but ſhewing all good ny in mw thing 
commaner to their care, 


7. To 


ſel 
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1. To be induſtrious; not labouring as eye ſer- 
vants and men pleaſers, but as the ſervants of 
Chriſt, doing the will of God from their heart. 
8. To be frugal ; never making the leaſt waſte, 
careful of their intereſts, as of their own. 
9. To be thankful for all the inſtruction and 


kindneſs they receive. 


Laſtly. To pray for the divine Meſſing upon 


+ 


their maſters and miſtreſſes, and upon all the buſi- 
neſs in which they are engaged. 


2. What is the fourth relative duty ? 

A. Between miniſters and people. 

2. Is the miniſtry a divine inſtitution ? 

A. It i. ä 

2. Ought no man to take this honour to him- 
ſelf, unleſs he be inwardly moved by the Holy 


| Ghoſt? 


A. No, in no wiſe. 

2. What is the duty of a miniſter in this view? 

A. I. To conſider himſelf an ambaſſador for 
Chriſt, and to fee] the weight of that employ- 


ment. 


2. To preach the word of God with all plain- 
neſs, ſuited to the capacities of the hearers — with 
faithfulneſs, not afraid of the faces of men— with 
diligence, in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon — with all C 7ꝰ 
dom, rightly dividing the word of truth, that he may 
give to every man his portion in due ſeaſon. 

a H 4 3. To 


{ 152 } 


3. To give themſelves wholly up to the ſervice, 


unencumbered, as may be, from worldly avoca- 


tions. 

4. To bear meekly the oppoſition of men of per. 
verſe minds. 

5. To endure perſeveringly, not Send by 
difficulties, or the little ſucceſs gy may meet 
with, 

6. To be the rings of the flock, and to haye 
their practice conformed to their preaching, 


7. To be often at a throne of grace for the di- 


vine benediction upon their labours, that they may 

not be in vain in the Lord. 
9. W hat is the duty of the people ? 
A. 1. To reverence and highly eſteem their 
* Miniſters for their work and their maſter's ſake. 

2. To receive with meekneſs the engrafted word, 
and diligently attend the miniſtration of it. 

3- To ſupport them with a proper proviſion of 
temporal things, the labourer being worthy of his 
hire. 


4. To be followers of them FO they are of | 


_ Chriſt, 
5. To further their ſucceſs with eie utmoſt 
countenance and influence. 
6. To pray for them, that they may be enabled 
to be faithful, and for the abundant ſucceſs of 
their labours 1 in the converſion of men's ſfouls.. 


9, W hat 


hat 
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9. What is the fifth relative duty * 

A. Between magiſtrates and ſubjects. 

©. What is the duty of magiſtrates * 

A. 1. To remember by whoſe authority they are 
appointed, and that they are anſwerable to the 
King of Kings 

2. To exert the power with which they are in- 
veſted for the glory of God, and the good of their 
ſubjects, being a terror to evil doers, and giving 
praiſe to them that do well. 

3. To conſider their offices not as a private 


emolument, but a public truſt, and therefore la- 


bouring conſcientiouſly for the public benefit, 

©. What is the duty of the TION towards 
their magiſtrates ? 

e To honour them as God's miniſters in 
their ſeveral offices. | 

2. To ſubmit to their juſt commands, not merely 


from fear of wrath, but for conſcience fake. 


3. To avoid carefully all. raſh. cenſures on them 


or their proceedings; which may render their per- 


ſons contemptible, or their authority deſpiſed, 
4. To contribute to the neceſfary expences of 


government; duly paying tribute and cuſtom, 


5, To pray for them, that they may be endued 
with ſuch wiſdom and integrity, that under their 
government, we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life, 1 in all godlineſs and honeſty. 

Wy: 2. What 
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©. What is the fixth relative duty ? 
A. Between the more elevated in rank and for- 
tune, and the lower ſtations in life. 
©. What is the duty of the more elevated in 
rank or fortune, | 
A. 1. To conſider themſelves under God, as en- 
truſted with many HM for which they muſt give 
an account. 
2. To be condeſcending and kind to their in- 
feriors, not treating them as a different race of be- 


ings. 


3. To aſſiſt thei with their purſe and influence 
when oppreſſed or indigent. 


Q. What is the duty of the lower ranks in life 
to their ſuperiors ? 


A. To reſpe& the order of God i in the diſtinction 


he hath made, — to pay honour to whom honour is | 


due, — to addreſs them with ſubmiflion, — to give 
them the place of pre-eminence,—not to envy them 
their ſuperiority, — nor be diſcontented with their 
own lot. 

2. What is the laſt relative duty? 

A. Between the aged, and younger perſons. 

Q. What is the duty of the aged ? 


A. 1. To be examples to the younger, of gravity, 


ſobriety, meekneſs, deadneſs to the world, and hea- 
venly mindedneſs. 


2. To 
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2. To adviſe them from their own long expe· 


rience. 


3. To rebuke the careleſs and encourage the 


deſerving, 


2. What is the duty of young perſons ? 
A. 1. To honour the face of an old man, 
2. To obſerve a reſpectful ſilence before them, 


Swift to hear, ſlow to ſpeak. 


3. Never to mock their infirmities, 

C. Theſe are indeed our duties: and vaſt the 
extent of them. The moſt ſuperficial review of the 
paſt, muſt convince every thinking mind, how 


often and in how many things we have offended ; 


and whilſt we are called to uſe greater diligence in 


future, we cannot but feel the vaſt propriety with 
which our church puts this humbling cry into our 


lips after this commandment is read, Lord have 
& mercy upon us.” * Tis well for us that we have 
an advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the 
righteous, who is the propitiation for our fins; and 
that with regard to juſtification of life, we are not 


XXXI. 


9, What is the fixth commandment ? ? 
A. Thou ſhalt do no murder. 
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2. Is the accidental killing another, without 
malice or deſign, murder? 

A. No. 


2. What conſtitutes the act of 3 > 
A. That it be wilful, and of malice afore- 


thought. 


9. Does the commandment extend no farther 
than the atrocious crime of actual murder? 

A. Ves, a great deal further. 

2. What does it forbid? 

A. It forbids us to hurt any body by word or 
deed: to bear no malice or hatred in our heart. 

Q, Is all anger and paſſion murder in the heart? 

A. Aﬀuredly, Matt. v. 22. 


2. What think you of quarrels, abuſive lan- 
guage, and railing? 


A. The Scripture ſaith they that do ſuch things 
are in danger of hell fire, Matt, v. 22. 
©. Is it unlawful for us even. to. envy or be 


ty jealous of, another's proſperity ? 2 


A. It is. 
Q. Do you think any provorntien - Can va 


batred ? 


A. No, i in no wiſe. 
is a murderer. 


He that hateth his brother 
1 John iii. 15, | 
Q. Does this commandment extend to every in- 
jury done to his foul as well as his body ? 
A, It doth, 
9. Are 
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O. Are we murderers in God's account, if we 
ad others into ſin by our example, ſolicitation or 
countenance? 

A. To be ſure we are. For thereby we injure 
and deſtroy the ſoul, which 1 is much more bene 
than the body. 

9. What doth this commandment enjoin ! ? 

A. All kindneſs and regard, in heart, word, and 
conduct towards our neighbours. 

O. When do we polleſs true kindneſs of heart 
towards them F _ 

A. I. When we feel a cordial 3 in their 
proſperity, whether ſpiritual or temporal. 
2. When we are diſpoſed to put the moſt favour- 


able conſtruction on every thing they ſay or do. 


3. When we are forbearing and forgiving under 
provocations. 

4. When we feel a tender compaſſion for helr- 
fouls and bodies under any afflictions, ſufferings, or 
trials of eitner. £ 

Q. How ihould we expreſs, our kindneſs in. 


word? 


A. 1. To be courteous, in our ſpeech. 

2. To be edifying. 

3. To ſay whatever may be for our neighbour's 
credit, or advantage, avoiding every expreſſion, of 
envy, backbiting, ſlander, reſentment, diſdain, or 

ridicule, 
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ridicule, and every word? that align injure or grieve 
him. | 

9. How muſt we  ſhew our kindneſs i in our con- 
duct? 

A. By all civility—aQs of n ex- 
ample—and readineſs to aſſiſt them in every a 
diſtreſs and difficulty. 

Are we forbid by this commandment to in- 
jure veto as well as others? ; 


A. Certainly we are. All wilful injuries done to 
our own bodies or ſouls, as they are branches of 


ſelf- murder, are equally fordidden. 
L. Muft the whole world and every perſon in 


it, if tried by the purity of this law, be found 


guilty before God ? 

A. No doubt they muſt, 

©. Are you and I therefore conſtrained by it to 
- confeſs ourſelves murderers ? 

A. We are guilty, 

2. And uuleſs we are pardoned this crime, muſt 
we periſh ? 

A, We muſt, 


©, Is there need, therefore, that when this com- 


mandment is read, we ſhould ery, Lord have mercy 
upon us? 

A. Yes; great need, 

9. Should not a ſenſe of this 1 us very low 
before God? 


A. It 
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A. It ought. 
2. And ſhould it not 18 us prize highly our 


ee in Chriſt, whereby we are delivered from 


the curſe of a broken law? 
A. It ſhould, | 
O.: Is there not great need of amendment in the 


beſt? 


- Very great. 
9. Muſt we therefore be daily on our knees for 


grace to incline our hearts to keep this law? 


A. Such is our bounden duty. 
C. It is indeed. May the Lord of life and love 


pour out a ſpirit of prayer and ſupplication upon 


you ! 
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2. What i is the ſeventh de 2 

A. Thou ſhalt not commit adultery. 

9. Does the commandment extend farther than 
the outward act here forbidden? 

A. Yes. It extends to erer deſire and thought 


£ of the heart. 


Q. Who explains it thus ? 

A, Our Lord in his ſermon on the mount. Matt, 
v. 28. 

2. What do you 3 as forbidden by this 
commandment ? | 

A. All acts, we and deſires of i enter © and 
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all intemperance, ſloth, and whatever — . 
leads to theſe. 
O. Where does the Scripture condeng theſe 
impure actions? 
A. Heb. xiii. 4. Gal. v. 19—21. Rom. i. OD. 
©. What Scriptures condemn impure words ? 
A. Eph. v. 3, 4. Col. iii. 8, 
9. Where are impure deſires condemned? 
A. Matt. v. 28. 1 Theſl. iv. g—5. 
O. What do you call intemperance ? 
A. Gluttony and drunkenneſs, 


Q. Do theſe inflame, and ſtir up impure defires ? 


A. They do. Ezek. xvi. 49, 50. Jer. v. 7, 8. 

2. Are they thus doubly criminal ? 

. both in W and in their con- 
fequences. 


2. Is idleneſs and ſloth contrary to che ſpirit of | 


this commandment? 

. It is. 

©, What elſe is here forbidden a 

A. Looſe company — indecent dreſs —immodeſt 
pictures and lewd books, 

©. What is required by this command? 

A, To keep my body in ſoberneſs, temperance, 
and chaſtity, 


C. 1 hope, through God's grace, you. will be 


enabled ſo to do. We carry about in theſe fallen 
bodies our great ſnare, Luft is the rock on 
Ee which 


eſe 


1 
which millions ſplit and periſh, To gratify a 
momentary paſſion, they madly plunge body and 


ſoul into hell, Shortlived are the pleaſures of fin, 


but eternal are the torments that ſucceed them. 
Be early therefore on your guard. It is eaſier here 
to fly from our enemy, than contend with him: 


eaſier to beat down the body and keep it in ſub- 


jection, than to eſcape from the pollutions that are 
in the world, when we have ſinfully indulged our 


. appetites and ſloth in making proviſion for the fleſh 


to fulfil the luſts thereof. A child of God, there- 


fore, whether he eats or drinks, deſires to do it to 


the glory of God. He eats with moderation to 
ſatisfy, not to pamper appetitez and drinks to 
quench his thirſt, not to inflame it; his ſleep dege- 
nerates not into indolence ; he is not flothful in 
his calling ; and his recreations are temperate and 
innocent, Happy the man that thus walks. Even 
in this world he taftes, higher, purer, and more 
ſolid enjoyments, thou they who caſt the reins on 
the neck of their paſſions, and his proſpects in the 
world to come, are full of glory. The holy Jeſus 
having promiſed, Bleſſed are the pure in heart for 
they ſhall ſee God, | 
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9. What is the eighth commandment ? 
A. Thou 
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A. Thou ſhalt not ſteal. 
©. What is here forbidden? 


A. Injuſtice of every kind, whether committed 
by open violence, or ſecret fraud. 


Q: Are there other methods of ſtealing beſide 


houſebreaking, robbing on the 3 and pick» 
ing pockets? 

A. Yes, very many. 

Is there much injuſtice committed in worldly 
dealings and buſineſs? 

A. There is. 


©. What think you, in 3 and ling may 


we take advantage of the ignorance or nn of 
thoſe we deal with? 


A. No, in no wiſe. | 
Q. May we not aſk for our 1 a greater price 


than we ought or mean to take ? 


A. Certainly not. 1 85 
©. Suppoſe you take bad money, may you not 


put it away again? 


A. No. 
©. Suppoſe you bought a horſe or any other 


beaſt, and found it had faults which would leſſen 
Its value, would it be robbery to conceal them, when 


you ſold it? 
4. No doubt it would be errant knavery. 


9. What think you of running in people's debt, 
without 
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without a defign, or reaſonable proſpect of being 


able to pay them? 


A. I think it as bad, or worſe than robbing 
their houſe. 


D. Is it theft to ſell by ſhort welght and mea- 


ſures? 


A. Aſſuredly it is. 

©. May you take advantage of the adm 
to buy from them at an undervalue, or to lend 
them at an unreaſonable intereſt ? 

A. No. This were cruel oppreſſion, 

2. May we net make always as good a bargain 
as poffible, buy and hire as cheap, and fell as dear 


as we can? 


A. Worldly men call this wiſdom, but God, in 
the day of judgment, will brand them as thieves 
and as robbers. 

2: Is it any ſin to withhold our taxes if we 
can, or pay as ſmall a portion of them as poſſible, 
or buy uncuſtomed goods? 

A. Yes, to be ſure, It is as great a fin to cheat 
the public as any individual ? 

©. May we never conceal from the perſon whar 


is his due, or pay him as ſmall a portion as we 


can ? 


A. The wicked do fo, but every fuch tranſaction 
is criminal before God. 


2. Docs 
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2, Does the world count ſuch things as theſe 
ſtealing ? 

A. Many, I fear, do not. 

©. Can a man have any pretenſions to the 
character of an honeſt man who does theſe things ? 

A. No more than a highwayman. 

2. Is gaming criminal, where ſuperior {ki]l, 
gives evident advantage! 
A. Certainly it is. 0 
Q: Does the ſervant or labourer rob their maſs 


ters, 8 they are idle, or do their work lo- 
venly ? 


* They da. 


2. May not a ſervant give away, or uſe little 


matters in the houſe, though not allowed to do 
ſo? 


A. No. This is direct thieving. 


9. May a perſon ſpend extravagantly upon their 


perſons, or tables, or equipage, or pleaſures, what 
their family may afterwards need? 

A. No. This is robbing their heirs. 

Q. Is it equally unjuſt, covetouſly to withhold 

from their family, what is needful, and proper for 

their rank and flation ? 
A. Certainly it is, 
2: Do we owe any thing to the poor? 
4. Yes, our alms and benevolence, 
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- D. Is it robbery of them, when we withhold 
the aſſiſtance they need, and we can afford and 
ought to beſtow upon them ? 

A. No doubt it is. 

2. If all this is true, dont you think an honeſt 
man is a rare character? 

A, Yea, verily. One e ſuch is no where 
to be found. 

9D. What does this commandment enjoin ? 

A. To be true and juſt in all my dealings; to 
do unto others, as if our circumſtances were re- 
verſed, I could with juſtice expect they ſhould do 
unto me; and to learn and labour truly to get my 
own living, and to do my duty in that ftate of 
life, into which it hath pleaſed God to call me. 

2. What muſt be done if you are convinced 
you have been diſhoneſt ? 

A. I muſt humble my ſoul before God, and 


make reſtitution to the utmoſt of my abilities, 
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9. What is the ninth commandment ? 

A. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs againſt thy 
neighbour. 

C. The ſixth guards his life, the ſeventh his 
chaſtity, the eighth is property, and the ninth 


his reputation, 


2. The 
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2. The crimes of perjury, forgery, and the 
groſſer acts of falſe witneſs are evident, does the 


commandment lay a reſtraint upon the heart and 
tongue ? | 


A, It doth. 
9. What is forbidden by it? 


A. 1. A cenſorious, and raſh judging temper. 


2. The malicious pleaſure of hearing others 
— 17 

3. All ſlander and evil ſpeaking, 

4. Lying. 

5. Tale bearing. 

9. What does the commandment enjoin 3 

A. 1. A tender regard for our neighbour” s cha- 
racter. 


2. Candour in our judgment of him, always | 


leaning to the favourable ſide. 

3. To caſt a veil over the faults we cannot but 
ſee and condemn, and not blazon them to the 
world. | 
4. To vindicate the abſent, and diſcountenance 
detraction. 

5. To ſpeak the truth in ſimplicity. 


9. May we ſin againſt this commandment even | 


when we ſpeak truth ? | 
A. Yes, greatly; if we make our neighbour's 
faults the matter of our converſation, without any 
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evident charitable neceſſity, or deſire to glorify 
e fol; T4 A 
D. What think you of thoſe who affect to be 
wits, and delight to criticiſe upon and cenſure 
others, expoſing their miſtakes, follies, or infirmi- 
ties, for the entertainment of their company? 

A. Their ſpirit is malignant, and their tongues 
ſet on fire of hell. 

O: Is not the general converſation of the world 
chiefly built upon the violation of this command ? 

A. I am afraid it is. | 

©. Is it the leſs criminal for being common ? 

A. No certainly, rather the more, 

9, Should we not, therefore, take great heed to 
our lips, that we offend not with our tongue ? 

A. It needs conſtant and jealous watchfulneſs 


and reſtraint. 


9. Are we criminal if we join in the laugh, 
and countenance the ridicule or ſlander which we 
hear ? 

A, Certainly, If we find it improper to bear 
any other teſtimony, our filence and ſeriouſneſs at 
leaft ſhould ſpeak our diſapprobation. 

2. Have we not all much guilt, think you, 
lying upon our conſciences in this behalf? 

A. Very much indeed. 

C. We need therefore to ſeek mercy under this 
broken law, as well as the reſt, and to fly for re- 


fuge 
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fuge to the Saviour of the miſerable and the deſpe- 
rate. Wo were to us, if by our own words we 
were to be juſtified or condemned eternally, We 


muſt inſtantly plead guilty, and periſh ; bleſſed be 


God that there is help laid on one mighty to ſave, 


and that we have in our Jeſus a Redeemer com- 


plete and perfect, who did no fin, neither was 
guile found in his mouth, 


RXXV, 


9, What is the tenth commandment ? 


A. Thou ſhalt not covet thy neighbour's houſe, 


thou ſhalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his 
ſervant, nor his maid, nor his ox, nor his aſs, 
nor any thing that 1s his, 

©. Did not the other commandments forbid 
evil deſires, as well as evil acts? 

A. They did. 

2. Wherein does this commandment differ 
therefore from them ? | 

A. This condemns the corruption of our na- 
ture, and that principle of iniquity, from whence 
all unholy deſires, evil words, and works do pro- 
ceed. 

9, Does the law require perfect purity of na- 
, ture, as well as purity of temper and practice * 

A. It doth. 


2. And x 


e 


& — © Et 


— ä6ä4ʒ1 VII" — - — — 
— DD, — 

—— — ns 

— — * K 1 


1 169 3 4 
D. And is it as much broken by the corruption 
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pe · we brought with us into the world, as by any || 
we = outward acts of fin? 
Ne H. I ie. e Ii 
be D. Does the An look wpon this as ny || 
ve, eriminal ? | | 
m- I. He calls it the ſin exceeding Gifu). | 
Was Q. Are the very riſings of evil deſire criminal, fl 
even when not indulged, conſented to, or accom- 
pliſhed ? i 
A. They are. e g 
2: Is this the fault and corruption of every 
man's nature? 
uſe, 11. It is. 
his O. Is all coveting finful! ? 
aſs, A De | 
1 Q. May we deſire to remove any ching incon- 
rbid venient to us, or to poſſeſs any convenience which 


our neighbour can without injury part with; pro- 
vided we make him proper ſatis faction, and are 


iffer content and ſatisfied if he refuſe it us? 

A. We may ſo far deſire without evil. 

na- 9. But ſhould we be diſcontented with his re- 

ence fuſal, or continue to covet it, is it then lnful ? 
pro- „. It is. 

9, Are we then tranſgreſſors of the whole law, 
na- in nature, temper, and practice ? 
þ A. We are wholly condemned by it. . 

I 1. We 


And 
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n = We-ca can never, therefore, hope to be juſtiſied 9 
efore God, by our. obedience to a ky chav od 
have fo entirely broken ? | | 
. No, ſurely. . That would bo. ti va 
folly. 1 11 00 % 2 
A Where then is our hope? 5154 Jon bes | 
| A. In Chriſt, who hath redeemed us. from the ey 
| | curſe of the law, and by his obedience to death is 
| become the end of the law for rightcouſneſs to 
BF 


every one that believeth, 0 
C. Remember this. Chriſt is precious to the a 
1 periſhing ſinger who feels the ſentence of a broken 
law lying upon his guilty conſcience, and beholds c 
the great Redeemer reſcuing him from the impend- 0 
ing ruin. Then the heart cleaves to him in affec- t 
tion, feels the grateful reſentment that ſprings 5 
8 
x 
T 
{ 
] 
t 
1 
| 
| 


from a ſenſe of his wondrous grace, and conſtrained 
thereby is powerfully engaged and inclined in all 
holy obedience, to love and ſerve a pardoning God. 
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C. My good child, know. this, that thou art 
not able to do . of thyſelf, nor to walk 
| in the comman of God, and to ſerve him, 
without his ſpecial grace, which thou muſt learn 
at all times to call for by diligent prayer. Let me 
bear therefore if thou canſt ſay the Lord's Prayer. 
4. Our 
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1. Our Father, which art in heaven, Kanes 
de thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy wilt de 
done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread, And forgive us our treſpaſſes, 


as we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us, And | 


lead us not into temptation 5 but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever and ever.” Amen. 
C. This is the Lord's Prayer, fo called, becauſe 
our Lord himſelf dilated the words for our uſe, 
and left them as a model or directory, that we 
ſhould pray in this manner. Without God's ſpe= 


cial grace we have no power either to believe or 
obey. From him muſt come the ability for all 


that he requires, and he hath promiſed to give his 
holy Spirit to thoſe that aſk him. Whoſoever, 
therefore, careleſs and profane, lives without prayer, 


renounces all the baptiſmal engagements, and 


manifeſts a contempt of that grace which alone 
bringeth ſalvation, Not that repeating the Lord's 


Prayer or any other form of words, is praying, if 


the heart be not engaged. Many teach children 
their prayers, without teaching them to pray, and 


many from children get a habit and form of ſaying 
their prayers at night, and ſometimes in the morn- 


ing, who do it without any ſpiritual underſtanding 


or real profit to their fouls; it will be neceſſary, 
12 | therefore, 
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tharefare, before we enter upon the Lord's Prayer, 


that you ſhould underſtand the nature of prayet 
in general, its uſe, and deſign, that ſo you may 


pray with the ſpirit, and pray with the underſtand- 


ing alſo. Tell me then, to whom muſt nk be 


addrefſed ? 1 
4. To God through Chriſt. 


9. Is it idolatry to direct our prayers to any 
other being beſides the moſt 358 God? ea 
„ 1535 


©. Can ſaints or angels, or any creature how 


and help us? 


A. No. In no wiſe, Wy 

2. May we uſe their mediation or en 
A. No. There is but one Mediator between 
God and man, the man Chriſt Jeſus. 


2 Is this one of the e errors of popery? 5 


A. It is. 
2. Are there different kinds of prayer? 
A. Ves. 1} 
Q.: What are they? 
A. 1. Private prayer. 
2. Social prayer in our families, and mant the 
faithful. 41 
2 Public prayer in the great congregatiog.. 
Qt. Can a man pray without en 
4 Yes, In his heart. 5 
2 Doe; 
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72. Does God . a ſecret ejaculation, an and 
ne. geolgings and deſires that never were x uttered? ? 


H. Yes, certainly. 


Q. Are theſe often the moſt fervent and ac- 
csptable prayers? 
A. They are, e the pure HOST of 
the ſoul, | 

2. Is there any real "Ire unleſs the heart be 
engaged ? 

A. No. Words without fnkbility; are 8 


empty ſounde, and uſeleſs form. 


2. What is eſſential then to | tho nature of true 
payee ? 
A A heartfelt ſeriſe of want ſtirring up defire 


of relief, and faith in the promiſe of God, that in 


Chriſt, he will hear and help us. 


Q. Can there be no acceptable prayer without 
theſe ? 


A. Certainly not. 


9. Will reading the beſt prayer that ever was 


compoſed, ſignify any thing, if you do not feel the 
wants there expreſled,. and believe the promiſes 
there pleaded for! 

A. To be ſure, it can ſignify nothing. le is 
hypocriſy, not prayer, 

O. How often ſhould we pray? 


A. Always, when we feel our hearts diſpoſed, | 


and our wants Call for relief, 


„„ 2. Are 
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D. Are there every day particular times. that 
ſtatedly call for prayer? 
A. Yes. In the morning whe we dite, to ou 
God's bleſſing on the day, and at evening when 
we lye down, to commend ourſelves to his care, 
and thank him for his mercies. 
2. Is it proper through the day to pray ?, 
A. Les. At any time when we have leiſure, 


and particular deſire for ſuch ſecret communion 
With God. 


9. Should the maſters and miſtreſſes of families 


dal call their bouſeholds tagether at che throne 
of grace ? 


A. It is moſt commendable, and Chriſtan-lik 
ſo to do. 
©. Do you thigk, that gur Lord's o junction 


that men ſhould always. pray and not faint, are 
much regarded? 


A. Lam afraid they are not. 

C. Indeed, I fear, but very little. "ow: fow 
ve habitually in the exerciſe of private prayer | 
The moſt riſing up and lying down, as forgetful 
of God as the beaſts that periſh. How few fami- 
ies call upon the name of the Lord! Where in 
ſome places thraugh a town, through a village, 


ſhall we find ſuch a thing as the word of God daily 


read, and the family called together for God's 


worſhip! And if with a few che prejudices of 
| education 


E 23 ( 17s J 
nat education are not worn quite off, and the prayers 
„ taught them when children, are formally repeated, 
eg how careleſs is the manner, perhaps in bed, or half 
Een afſeep, without any ferious impreſſion of the im- 
re, portance of the ſubject, J hope you, my dear chil- 

dren, will be particularly attentive to a matter 

which I fo often inculcate: fully perſuaded, that 

re, til} firmers are brought to their knees, and led to 
on ſeek mercy and ſtrength at a throne of grace, all 
our labours are fruitleſs, and our teaching in vain. 
ics They who live prayerleſs muft die hopeleſs, and 
ne eannot expect the favour and bleſſing of God, 
which they would not even be at the pains to ſeek, 
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are C. I informed you the laſt time we met coneern- 

= ing the nature of prayer in general; we come now 
to the Lord's Prayer in particular, which conſiſts of 

eve three parts, the invocation, the petitions, and the 

1 doxology, or aſeription of praiſe and glory to 

ful God. 0 Ny 

* 29. Whom are you taught to invoke or call upon 

an in this prayer of our Lord? 

ze, A. Our Father which is in heaven. 

ly 9, Is God your Father? 

I's A. He is. 

ot 9. Was you his child by nature? 

oY | 4 1 A. No. 
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A. No. I was born a child of wrath. © 
2, How then come you to be now. God's child 
A. Through faith in Jeſus Chriſt. 2 
L. If God is your Father, is ina . 
ragement to pray to him? 
. It is. | 
2. If you are a child, "phe you to have the 
wa of a child, confidence, love, and filial fear? ? 
A I ought. 6] 
2. Does God give this ws children? ; 
A. He doth. Gal. iv. 6. Becauſe we are » ive, 
God hath ſent forth the Spirit of his Sou into out 
hearts, whereby. we cry, Abba, Father, 
9. Why do you call him Our Father? 
A. In token of my communion in ſpirit and 
prayer wi:h all the children of God in every place. 


2; Are you bound therefore by your Prayers 6 to 


| lone them as brethren? 
A. Aſſuredly, or elſe my prafice would con- 
tradict my prayers. 


2. Doth God fll benen 1 10 oth his | 


preſence? 


A. He doth. 


9 ) W by do you then s TM as in 3 | 
A. Becauſe: there he fixes his throne, and makes 
the inoſt tranſcendent manifeſtations of his n 


ia, 2. Is 


and * 


pe 


v5 


V 
©. If God is in heaven, and we worms and 
duſt of the earth, how ſhould we approach him? 
A. With reverence and godly fear, under the 


deepeſt. ſenſe of our vileneſs and his Majeſty. 


XXX VIII. 


9.1 W hat is | the firſt petition of the Lord's | 
Prayer ? 

A. Hallowed be thy name. 
2. What do you underſtand by ede name of | 
Gal 

A. Himſelf, as manifeſted-to us · in all his divine 
perfection; 
D. What do you mean by the word Jallwe2?* 

A. I mean that God may be glorified in us and 


| by us, and that the honour dee unto his name 


may be rendered- to- him by me and all his reaſon· 
able creatures. 
O.: How are we to halle God's name as holy ? 
A. By a hearty approbation of all his revealed 
will, and a humbling ſenſe of my ſinfulneſss. 
Ho muſt you hallow God's name as mir 
ciful? | 
A. 4 rruſting on his n asdeclared i in ves a 
Cbriſt. 
2. ral are we to hallow God's name, as als: 
mighty, infinite! in wiſdom, faithfulneſs and truth? 
I. 55 A. I. 


LAY 
A. I am called to fear his diſpleaſure 28 the 
greateſt evil—to reſign myſelf to all his diſpenſa. 
tions —and to N upon the ner of his 
promiſes. 1 % 
C. Thus, in all bis- . God is to be 
glorified, and his name hallowed z our hearts, our 
lips, our lives, ſhould abidingly correſpond with, 
and be under the influence of our prayers. But 
for this we need God's grace, who alone can enable 
his people to render him any acceptable ſervice. 
©. Muſt you, before you ean ſpeak this peti- 


tion, truly feel the want of God's grace, ſenſible f 


how ſhort you come of his glory? Rs 
A. I muſt, or elſe I ſpeak without meaning, 


C. Obſerve, therefore, before you pray, the real 


ſenſations of your heart, that your worſhip may be 

ſincere, and your prayers the real language of your 
foul, not the vanity of words, or the ſacrifice of 
fools, who know not that they do evil. 


? l 


4 What i Is. tha . petition, in the Lord's 
Proper ? 


A. Thy kingdom came. — 
2. What een, do you: pray for i in- this pe- 
nion 


xs | 1 is * The 


1 9 3 


. Tue kingdom of God's grace upon EY 
und of his glory which we are expecting in heaven. 
D. What do you mean by ming? 2 


A. That it may be ſet up in my own e and 


in all the elect people of God. 
7 "2 Whoſe ſubje& was 5 you born? 


A. The fervant of fin' and fatan, 
- 9. How is your ſtate to be changed? 


I. By God's grace, who delivers his peopſe 


from the kingdom of darknefs, and tranflates them 


ine the kingdom of his dear Son. 


2. Are you to beg this 1 from hit in 
prayer? 

A. Ves. He hath promiſed bis holy Spirit to 
thoſe that aſk him. 

L. If you pray that the kingdom of grace may 
be eftabliſhed in your hearts, ſhould you condemn 


and lament whatever in your temper and conduct 


is contrary to God's glory, and diſhonourable to 
you as his ſubject ? 

A. 1 ought to do ſo indeed, and ſeek to be more 
faithful. 
2. Would you not otherwiſe be condemned by 
your own prayers? | 

A. To be ſure, I ſhould. 

.Do you deſire that God's kingdom may * 
widely ſpread through the world.? 

AI do. 

21 


Lao 
2. Ia order to this, what, do you :hefs pray 
for? 


wt; That God would: mils. up \ faithful miniſters, 
preaching with fervency and zeal the. goſpel of the 


abundantly effectual to the converſion, edification, 
and comfort of his people throughout the world, 
2, Does all the bleſſing and ſucceſs of the mi- 


the prayers of his people? on 

A. It doth, and. without this Paul wight plant, 
and Apollos water i in vain, _ .. 

©. Do you alſo in this prayer 8 that God's 
kingdom of glory everlaſting may come? 

A. I do. 


| depart and be with. Chriſt ? 

. It is. 

Q. Will not your heart and affections FIR 
| be in heaven now, if your prayers are ſincere? - 
A. Certainly they will. 

2. Suppoſe God was to anſwer ie kia this. 
prayer, and haſten his kingdom, would it not be 
terrible to many who are repeating this petition ? 
A. I am afraid it would, © _—.. 

2 Does not this prove the hypocriſy, of thoſe 
who pray, for that, which, ſo far from deſiring as a. 
mercy, they dread as the greateſt evil io yi. ot 
634% / 5 | Ai No 


kingdom, and that he would make their labours 


| niſters come from the power. of God, in anſwer. to 


L. Is it then the deſire of every faithful wok to: 


Pd . 


f + Þ 

A. No- doubt it does. 
C. Alas! how many more repeat this prayer im 
hypocriſy, than in ſincerity? Hew little are theſe: 


awful words- pondered before they are uttered ! 


How few think what they. are aſking, and how 
ſtartled would they be to have God inſtantly de- 
clare the grant of their. requeſt; to hear the arch- 
angel's trumpet, to behold:a diflolving world, and 
to meet the Judge of all coming in the clouds of 
heaven, to take the kingdom for his own! Yet is 
all this implied in the meaning of thy kingdom. 
come, and none can take it ſafely in their lips, 
who have not ſome good hope through grace, and 


who cannot from their hearts join the Bride and 


Spirit in crying, Come Lord A come N 


even, ſa. Amen.. 


XII. 
9 What is the third petition of the Lord's 


Prayer? 


A, Thy will be. dane on earth as it. is in 


heaven. 


C. God's name is rely hallowed, and his king- 
dom then eſtabliſned in the wa when this is. 
really the caſe. 

2: How is the will of God ad. known to yy 

A. By his precepts, and by his providences, | 

2 Where 


[I 

2. Where are you to learn the N 
of God ? 

A. In his revealed wor. 

= Is it from the Bible alone that we / hop 
how to walk and to Ae ee 98 

Alt is. 5 $4701 

E Should not thoſe who pray for this, there 
fore, diligently read and meditate vpon their 19 8 
dles? 
| £. To be ſure, they ſhould. 
2. What think you of thoſe who ſo often ſay 
this prayer, and fo ſeldom examine their ne 
mn . | 

A. I think it is impoſſible they ſhould mean 
win they ſay. 


2. How muſt you perform the will of God ſo 


far as it is known to you? 
A. As it is done in heaven. 

2. How do the angels in heaven fulfil God's 
will ? 


A, In perfeftion, without defect or delay, and 


with delight, as mans, A their own Dow +2 
neſs. 


9. And do you think that you” thus do the will 


of God upon earth? 


A. No. I come very ſhort of it, and through 
the weak neſs of my nature cannot walk thus up- 


8 


xight with God. 


for 


1] 


Sz 


0 
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HS, Is nos chi a matter that we 1 be ney 
for? 
A. Yes. It is a grief, and cauſe of humiliation 
to all the redeemed of the Lord.. 
. But though they do not Fear cannot attain 
to this perfeQion here below, de they approve of 


it, and long for. it, as a thing moſt deſirable? 


A. No doubt they do. Fhey could not be 
God's children otherwiſe. | is 
2. Will they ever attain 1b 
A. Oh yes, I hope fo. We ſhall be thotely 


like the angels, awaking up in God's perfect like» 
neſs, and being for ever fatisfed with it. 


2. Will this be the final bleſſed anſwer to our 
prayers ? | 

A. It will. 

2. Do you defire that others ſhould do God 3 
will as well as you? 

A. 1 would that all his reaſonable creatures upon 
earch ſerved him thus in their ſeveral vocations and 
callings. 

9. Does charity, therefore, teach you to ds 
prayers and ſupplications for all men ?: 

A. It doth. 

9. And do. your prayers oblige you to oe an 


edifying example in al holy converſation and god- 


lineſs before thoſe for whom you-pray 7 
++.) fb: Then 


t 1 ] 


A. They do: or I ſhould be condemned by "my 4 


own prayers, 

2. Is God's providential, as well as his preceptive 
will to be obeyed ?. 

A. It is. | 

9 Does every thing that W to us come 
by divine direction !. 
A. It doth. 

9, May we never murmur or fret nder the 
heavieſt afflictions, or ſevereſt ö 3 

A. We may not. 

2. Why ?. 

A. Becauſe it is the Lord's * 

2. And doth he always what is — ui 
and good ? | 

A. He cannot do otherwiſe, 


D. What is all inpahenee, therefore, under 


our croſſes? 
A. Rebellion againſt God. 


Qt And is not our folly as great as our {tn when. 


we repine ? 


A. It is, for we quarrel-with the ifpentitions of 


him, whoſe goodneſs and wiſdom is infinite. 


2. Yet this folly and ſin do we not een 


fall into? 
A. We do to our ſhame, 
2 What effect ſhould that have upon 17 


A. It 


P. 


[ 185 ] 


* A. It ſhould teach us more of the vileneſs of our 
; fallen nature, and ftir us up to more importunity 
a and diligence in prayer for grace to c in every 


time of need. 

C. I pray God it may have this effect upon us. 

> Our very failings will then do us good in the iſſue, 
when they lay us thus lower in our own eyes, and 

drive us nearer to God in the ſpirit of prayer and 

> ſupplications; and he who is able to keep vs from 
falling, and to reſtore us when our footſteps ſlip, 

hath promiſed to hear our cry and to help us. Would 

to God that we were but as ready to pray as he to 

hear, and as diligent to aſk, as he is in Chriſt Jeſus 

[ willing to give, not only more than we — 
but even more than we can deſire. | 


+ 4 55 XI | o 


9. What is the fourth en of the Lord's 
n. Fra | 
A. Give us this * our daily bread. 


pf O. What do you mean by bread ? 
| A. Every thing needful for bodily ſuſtenance. 
y; 9. Does every Creature depend upon God oe 


his proviſion ? 
A. All are fed by his bounty, and ene on his 

providence, | ” 

2 Cannot: 


It 


( 286 } 


produce a ſingle grain of corn or blade of gras? 


A. No. It g Ae e anden | 


of the earth. Pal. civ. 14, 15. | 

©. Do we deſerve the leaſt morſel we bor i in 
our mouths? 

A. No. We bave by fin forfeited al God 
mercies. 

Q: How are they reſtored to us } 

A. In Chriſt, he giveth us all _ _ e to 
enjoy. 

Q. Are we to wok our daily 23 upon 

God in Chriſt as aur Father, who feeds his chil- 
den? 
A. That is our We duty. p 
2. And is it not our higheſt privilege that we 
have a Father to go to, whe is able ane wg to 
ſupply all our wants ? 

A, No doubt it is, 

. How often muſt you aſk of God to feed and 
nouriſh you ? 

A. Every day. 

2. How much may you aſk? 

A. Only the bread of the day. 

2. If God gives you bread to-day, are # ag: to 
truſt on him for the morrow ? 

A. I am. h 

Q. Doth 


2 Caunot all the power and wifdom of man | 


fu 


ar 


TI 


8 ® 


ad 


to 


17 
2. Doth this dependence on God's providence 


make our care and labour unneceſſary ? 


A. No, in no wiſe. We muſt uſe all appointed 
means, and depend on him for — bleſſing, and 
ſucceſs, 


Q: Suppoſe a poor man ſhould ſay, I will pray, 


and wont work, would that be truſting God ? 


A. No. It would be tempting, not truſting 
him. 


Q. Are we to be thankful if God hears our 


prayers, and give us bread to eat, _ raiment to 


put on? _ vie 
+: Obs: 


O. What; if the bread be coarſe and amy 


and the raiment poor and thin? 


A. Yes, We have no claim for any mercy, alt 


he gives is more than we could demand, and 


therefore calls. for our thanks, Beggars muſt not 
be chuſers. 


2. Muſt we break our bread to the hungry, 


truſting upon a freſh ſupply ? 


A. Yes. Though we my not be Cap rae we 


muſt not be niggards, 


9. Do we pray for others 2 as well as eben! y 
A. Certainly, 


2. Can we then with any conſcieare harden our 
hearts againſt their wants; when we are pretending 


$ 
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to pray God to relieve them, and do not. ebe, 
What he hath put into our hands 


4. The prayers of ſuch are an abomination t to 
| the Lord. 3 0: n 


XIII. by 
bee What is the fifth petition of the Lord's 
Prayer ? : 

A. Forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive 
chem that treſpaſs againſt us. 


9. Have we daily cauſe to pray for the he forgive 
neſs of our fins? _ 

A. We have, becauſe we daily offend. 

©. Is it neceſſary, therefore, that we ſhould have 
a feeling ſenſe of this, when we a6 83 

A. No doubt it is, 


2 For whoſe ſake may we hope for the pardon 


of ſin? 

A. For Chriſt's ſake only. 

2. Can we never deferve forgiveneſs for our 
penitence,, or our. prayers? 

A, No, in no wiſe. 


Q. Have we reaſon to hope that God for Chriſt's 


fake will hear and pardon us? 
A. He hath promiſed to do ſo, 
Q: Muſt we approach him, therefore, in | faith; 

perſuaded of his anſwering us in mercy ! 


A. This 


An 
WI 


be 


hi 


Og 
0 


7 


ur 
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M. This is eſſential to all true prayer. 
9. Can any perſon be ſure that his fins are 


forgiven t | 
A. No doubt he may : for this is the privilegs. 


of every believer. 


D. Do you think there is no preſumption in this 
confidence ? 

A. No, certainly. It can never be nden 
to believe what God has promiſed. — 

2. But are there not many who are in doubt 
and fear about their pardon and acceptance, of 
whom we cannot but hope well! 

A. ] believe very many. 

2. How comes this about ? 

A. Through their remaining unbelief, and the 


weakneſs of their faith. | a 
©. May there not be true faith wheee it is but 


weak ? 
A. To 5 fare there may. 


2; Are our doubts, and fears, and unbelief, to 


be lamented and condemned ? 

A. They are, as well as our other „ 

D. Should every believer deſire to attain to 
higher and fuller aſſurance in his conſcience ? 


A. This is moſt deſirable, and ſhould 6 one 
great end of our prayers. 5 


2 Gan al ſins, the greateſt, | be forgiven : 


WA They | 


[ x90 } 

A. They can, for the blood of * W 
from all ſin. . 

. ©, Hath the tee Wi ! av fees) whos 
the (throne. of grace, and will he find in Chriſt as 
ſure a welcome as the greateſt ſaint? l 3163 

A. There is no difference. Whoſoever come 
to God by Chriſt, ſhall be in no wiſe caſt out. 


Oi: Is not this a great CD to Sadie 
to return to God ? | 


\ 4. Aſſuredly. The goodneſs of God buen 
us to repentance. 


Q. Muſt we forgive others as we FROM God will 
forgive us? 

A. Yes. A ſenſe of his pardoning lore will 
work love in our hearts, 

©. Muſt we forgive our r greateſt enemies? 

A. We muſt. 

9. Can any offend us fo bighly as we have 
offended God ? | 

A. No. That is ee 


D. Vet we hope to be forgiven, dikes. not 
therefore to forgive ? 


A. To be ſure we ought, 
©. If we bear malice and hatred in our hearts, 


will our prayers do us any good 7 
A. No. They muſt bring down. a curſe inſtead 


of a bleſſing. 


q. Remember, 


tel 


| ( 191 J 
th C. Remember, therefore, ſeriouſly the import of 
Of your own prayers, as nothing can have' a more 
to powerful influence upon your conſcience, to make 
as you patient, forbearing, forgiving; and the bleſſing 
will return upon your own heart, however un- 
grateful returns you may meet with from others. 
For whilſt you are in faith praying for pardon, and 
rs walking in brotherly love, you will be enabled to 
LE maintain a ſweet ſenſe of God's rich grace to your 
th own foul, and know that your ſins are forgiven 
you for Chriſt's name ſake. 


ill 
XLIII. 


5 What is the laſt petition in the Lord's 
Prayer? 
A. Lead us not into temptation, but a 
Ve from evil. 
2 Though God tries his people, doth he never 
tempt them to commit evil ? 
xot A, No. God cannot be tempted with wil, 
neither tempteth he any man ? 
9. What do you mean then by not 8 led 


ts, into temptation ? 
A. That through his good providence tempta- 
end tion to evil may be removed from me, or that I 


r be ſupported againſt it, 
er 3 . | | 9. If 
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D. If you pray to be delivered from temptation, 
may you wilfully run into it? 
A. No. That were to contradict my own 


| prayers. | 


Q. If you have been hurt before by temptation, 
may you not venture to 'ny again on the ARE 
of a good reſolution ? 


A. No, in no wiſe. For I muſt lurch fall, 


©. How muſt you then hope to eſcape tempta- 


tion? 

A. By gying from the inge places, and com- 
pany, where I have received hurt; or if unayoid- 
ably led to them, by looking up to God in prayer 
for ſtrength and ſupport. 

D. From what evil do you deſire to be delivered? 

A. From all dangers, ghoſtly or bodily; from 


all fin and wickedneſs ; from our ghoſtly enemy, 


and from everlaſting death. 


©. Muſt we look up to God for his providential 
protection from all bodily danger? 


A. We muſt, for we are in Fee every 
hour. 

Q: But whence come our Zh dangers? 

A. From fin, ſatan, the world, and our own 
hearts. 


2. Are theſe moſt to be hands; and to be made 


the matter of our prayer? 
A. They are. 


2. W hoſe 


We 


ke 


wn 


ade 


joſe 
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DQ. Whoſe work is temptation to evil ? 

A. The devil's, 

©, How doth he tempt us? 

A. By preſenting to us ſuch things in the world 
as are ſuited to draw forth the corruption of our 
hearts, | : 

Q. You have great enemies then to ſtruggle 
with, whence comes your ſtrength for the conflict? 
A. From God alone. | 

9. Muſt not thoſe who do not pray, therefore, 
be led captive by the devil at his will * 

A. Aſſuredly. 9 

2. If we are left for a moment to ourſelves, are 
we liable to fall into the groſſeſt crimes ? | 

A. We are, The higheſt ſaint of God is only 
kept, whilſt he is looking up to God. 

O. Then ſhould not our lateſt breath be prayer? 

A. It ſhould. 

C. I pray God you may find it fo by your own 


bleſied experience. Ceaſeleſs in your cries at a 


throne of grace for all the bleſſings which God in 


Chriſt hath promifed to beſtow, and for deliverance 
from all the miſeries and evils which a fallen ſinner 
hath deſerved; that ſo you may experience God's 
love in his pardoning grace, and providential keep- 
ing, and eſcaping the bitter pains of eternal death, 
may come to his preſence and kingdom in glory 
everlaſting, 


K - MXLIV. 2. What | 


y a — 2 
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Te. 


XLIV. | 


9. What is the doxology, or aſeription of praiſe 
to God, which concludes the Lord's s Prayer? 
A. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.“ 

2. Is God to be the object of our adoration and 
praiſe ? 
A. Yes. This is the honour due unto his 
/ Oo Nr 


2. Is it matter of comfort to us, as well as glo- 


rious to him, to aſeribe this praiſe to him * 
. It is, 


©. What comfort ariſes to us from hence ? 


A, If the kingdoms are his, and all power in | 


him, then we are ſure he is able to hear and an- 
ſwer, and all things being under his government, 
he will glorify himſelf in mercy on thoſe who call 
upon him faithfully, 

D, Why do you ſay Amen at the end of this 
prayer? 

A. To teſtify my faith, that God will do this 
of his infinite mercy and goodneſs, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, therefore I ſay Amen. So be it. 
C. You ſee now the import and meaning of the 
Lord's Prayer, which, if uſed as a form, is ſhort, 
full, and weighty : f uſed as a model, will aſſiſt 
; you 
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you in all your devotions, and ſuitably cloſe, and 
ſum up your prayers, I ſhall add no more to what 
I have ſaid, than ſeriouſly to recommend to you 


the conſideration of your own werds, the neceſſity 
of frequent and importunate prayer, and the bleſſed 


effects that will flow from thence, adding this one 
word of warning to you, that in the day of judg- 
ment, many who call themſelves Chriſtians, will 
find among their chiefeſt crimes what they truſted 


upon, and performed as their choiceſt duties: 
their faithleſſneſs, careleſſneſs, inattention, and 


formality in their approaches to God, will fill up 


the meaſure of their iniquities, and doom them to 


the portion of hypocrites condemned by their own 


prayers. 


XLV. 


C. The appointed means of grace, in the uſe of 
which the child of God is enabled to walk before 
him and pleaſe him, are the word of God, prayer, 
and the ſacraments. We come to conſider the laſt 


of theſe which concludes the Church Catechiſm. 
Tell me, therefore, how many ſacraments hath 


Chriſt ordained in his church? 

A. Two only, as generally neceſſary to ſalva- 

tion, that is to ſay, baptiſm, and the ſupper of 

the Lord. | | | 
K 2 2. Though 
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2. Though they are generally neceſſary, may 
not ſome be ſaved without them? 
A. It is poſſible that ſome may die in the faith, 


who may be fo circumſtanced as to be debarred of 


the uſe of the ſacraments, 


2. What meaneſt thou by this word ſacra- 
ment?” e 


A. < 1 mean an outward and viſible ſign of an 


< inward and ſpiritual grace, given unto, us; or- 


4 dained by Chriſt himſelf, as a means whereby 
« we receive the fame, and a pledge to aſſure us 
ce thereof.” | | 

©. Is the outward and viſible ſign of any effi- 


cacy, unleſs attended with the inward and 8 


grace! 7 
A. No. 


: Do not many content themſelves with the 
ſhadow inſtead of the ſubſtance, and if they have 


had water poured upon them, and eat at the Lord's 


table, conclude themſelves Chriſtians ; holding the 
form whilſt they deny the power of god!ineſs? 

A, I am afraid they do. 

2D. What is the outward viſible ſign or form in 
baptiſm ? 

A. „ Water, wherein the perſon is baptized in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoſt,” 

2 What is the inward and ſpiritual grace ? 

A. A 


ono. nd; a 


n 


of 


3 
A. A death unto ſin, a new birth unto righte- 
ouſneſs, for being by nature born in fin the chil- 
dren of wrath, we are hereby made the children of 
grace. | 
2. It is not therefore the water merely, but the 
real death unto ſin, and new birth unto righteouſ- 


nels, that makes you a child of grace ? 


A. To be ſure, 

2. Do you think an infant may receive this 
heavenly gift, of a death unto ſin, and new birth 
unto righteouſneſs ? Pn 

A, I do. 

2. Can any man be ſaved who is not born a- 
gain ? 

A. No, certainly, 

Q.: But you believe infants may be ſaved? 

A. I have Scripture warrant to believe ſo. 

©. If they are the ele children of God, and 
preſented as ſuch in his houſe, ought we to forbid 


water ? 


A. No, in no wiſe, | 
C. You, my dear children, are too young yet 
to enter into controverſy, or to judge of the unhap- 


Py diviſions that have entered into the Chriſtian 


world. Baptiſm has afforded a handle of great 
contention, and ſome ſpecious arguments have 
diſturbed the peace of many a gracious ſoul, and 
ied them to undergo the form of dipping, as if 
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and moſt zealous to draw away diſciples after them. 
I condemn not thoſe who follow the convictions 


of their conſcience, I am perſuaded there are many 


among their teachers who are faithful to the great 
Maſter. But good men may err, and I wiſh 
to teſtify my ſentiments, and to guard you apainſt 
their errors. All the waters of the ocean cannot 
make a child of the devil a child of God. And 
the Greek word for baptiſm, as every body knows 
who is acquainted with it, is uſed in the New 


Teſtament for a partial waſhing or pouring of 


water, as well as for total immerſion, Though 
I apprehend, it is not on immerſion or ſprinkling, 
that the chief fireſs of the argument urged by the 
Anabaptiſts, lies, but in the neceſſity of the actual 
exerciſe of previous faith and repentance, without 
which, either, as they ſuppoſe, is uſeleſs. But as 
children are incapable of this, therefore they refuſe 
them baptiſm, and require them if baptiſed before, 
to be rebaptiſed. It appears to me that this argu- 
ment goes too far. Bor if none are to be baptiſed 
but thoſe who are in the actual exerciſe of faith, 
Who can judge the heart? How eaſy is it to copy 
a confeſſion of faith? and for a hypocrite to gain 
admiſſion ? Of what efficacy then is his immer- 
Al ſion ? 


they had not been already baptiſed, The Anabap- | 
tiſts of our day are, I think, the moſt dangerous 
ſeducers of the faithful from the church of England, 


a 


1 ll. 


WW 2 WWW et — _ WL 


E 399. 1 
fion ? Should he be afterwards converted and turn- 
ed to God, is he to be baptiſed again! if not, why 
ſhould an infant, more than an adult, be rebaptiſed ? 
W ho can prove that an infant may not be capable 
of ſpiritual regeneration f? if they can be ſaved, 
mult, they not be regenerate? if regenerate, who 
can forbid water that thoſe ſhould not be baptiſcd, 
who have received the Holy Ghoſt? And how me- 
lancholy a proſpect does this afford to the Anabap- 
tiſt parent, if he conſiders every child dying un- 


| baptiſed as periſhing ? The practice of our church 


I honour, and vindicate ? *tis ſcripture, *tis reaſon, 
God only knows thoſe that are his. All who 


profeſs faith, where nothing appears contrary to 


ſuch profeſſion, we receive into the outward pale 
of Chriſt's church. We are aſſured of Chriſt's 
regard for little children, declared by his benedic- 
tion, and cenſure of thoſe who would have kept 
them from being preſented to him; we know their 


angels do always behold the face of our Father 


Which is in heaven; we ſee a Hebrew child cir- 
eumciſed the eighth day, and receiving the ſign 


of the righteouſnefs of faith; though we know how 


few real Iſraelites were found among the adults: 
we ſee the man after God's own heart, conſoled 
on the loſs of his beloved infant, that he ſhould go 
to the child, though the child ſhould not return to 
him, The conſolation could not be that he ſhould 
K 4 lie 
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lie in the grave with him if they were to be eter- 
nally ſeparated, but that they ſhould meet again 
in the world of the bleſſed: theſe hints and many 
more arguments which might be urged, but J may 
not enlarge, evidently ſhow the falvability of in- 
fants, and as regenerate perſons give them a Tight 
to baptiſm. It is not for us to determine who will 
finally be ſaved. It is enough that ſome infants 
(I will not fay all) may be ſaved. Our church 
adminiſters to them the ordinance of baptiſm only, 
as they are received into the number of God's 
faithful and ele children, truſting that he will 
graciouſly accept us in the charitable work of 
bringing them to his holy baptiſm, every precau- 
tion in the moſt ſolemn manner being taken, and 
every engagement of the moſt ſolemn kind entered 
into for their being taught as ſoon as they ſhall be 
able to learn, the meaning and folemn importance 
of the profeſſion they have made. Adults by them- 
ſelves, infants by their ſureties, make profeſſion of 
repentance and faith, time muſt prove who are the 
elect, and who are the reprobate. An elect child, 
come to years of maturity, needs no repetition of 
the outward ſign. A reprobate, if he was waſhed 
a thoufand times, cannot loſe his Ethiopian hue. 

Q. What is the other ſacrament ? 

A. The ſupper of the Lord. 
Q. Why is it ſo called! 


A. Becauſe 


of God. 


| L 
A. Becauſe inſtituted by our Lord the Santa he 


was betrayed. 


2. Why was this ordained ? 
A. For the continual remembrance of. the 


c ſacrifice of the death of Chriſt, and of the bene- 
„ fits which we receive thereby.“ 


. 9. Was the death of Chriſt a true ſacrifice f 

A. It was. 

9, What is the outward ſign of the Lord's 
ſupper ? 

A. Bread and wine, which the Lord bath 
« commanded to be received.“ 

9. What is the inward part or thing fgnified ? 

A. The body and blood of Chriſt, which ate 


verily and indeed taken and received by the _— 
in the Lord's ſupper? 


D. Do you ſuppoſe that the bread and wine are 


turned into the human body of Chriſt? 


A. No, in no wiſe. 
O. Is the bread and wine as much bread and 


wine after conſecration as before? 


A. To be ſure it is. 
9. How come they then to be verily and indeed 


the body and blood of Chriſt to the faithful re- 


ceiver ! 
A. They ſeal to him, all the bleſſings 8 
by the broken body and blood ſhedding of the Son 


2. What 
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O. What are the bleſſings and benefits whereof 
we are partakers hereby? 


A. The ſtrengthening and üs a our 


©& ſouls by the body and blood of Chriſt, as our 
&© bodies are by the bread and wine.“ 


9. Doth true faith as really bring to. the foul 


refreſhment and ſtrength, as bread and wine taken, , 


refreſhes the weary body! 
A. It doth, 


Q. Then we muſt have experience of this, if it | 


be real, muſt we not? 
A. Aſſuredly. 


©. Without this experimental refreſhment, can 
this ſacrament do us any good ? 


A. No. We have elſe, only taken the W 


and wine, and not the body and blood of Chriſt. 


©. Is the Lord's ſupper a means of ſtrengthen 
ing faith? 


A. It is. The fight of the ſymbols of a Sa- 


viour's crucified body, tends to fix our faith more 
firmly upon him. 


D. Is it a pledge of ſpiritual bleſlings ? 


A. It is. God doth therein aſſure us of his good 


will towards, and that we are very members incor- 
porate into the body of his dear Son, 


9. What is required of them that come to the 
Lord's ſupper ? 


A. To 


eof 
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A. * To examine themſelves, whether they 
“ repent them truly of their former fins, ſted- 
“ faſtly purpoſing to lead a new life; have a lively 
faith in God's mercy through Chriſt, with a 
ce thankful Api ger e of his death; : and be in 


* 


* 


„ charity with all men.“ 


2. Does a child of God every day live in the 
exerciſe of repentance? 

A. He doth, as every day contracting freſh guils 
upon his conſcience. 


©. Muſt we confidently truſt on Chriſt's blood 


to pardon ; on his grace to ſupport; on his Spirit 
to Comfort. us; ; looking up with joy ful hope to the 


day of his appearing and glory ? 
A. To be ſure. We do thus ſhew forth the 


Lord's death, and our comfortable confidence of an 


intereſt therein till he come, 

' ©. Will this engage us to lead a new life ? 

A. Nothing can be fo effectual ane as 
faith in a crucified Jeſus. 


©. Have we cauſe to exerciſe great thankfulneſs 


at the Lord's table ? 
A. Oh yes. We can never enough be thankful 
for this ſacrifice, from whence there deſcend to us 


ſuch tranſcendent bleſſings. 


Q: Should we be found in the exerciſe of love 
and charity to all men? | 
ns A, No 
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<-} Ns 86ubt we Mould Ir when enemies we 
were reconciled to God by his death from whom 
dare we withhold our love and forgiveneſs? 

Q. Do all who come to the Lord's table receive 
this ſtrengthening and refreſhment to their ſouls? 
X Wm 

RN; Why? 
A. Becauſe they eat and drink derby, 


Q. What do you mean by eating and drinking 
unworthily ? 


A. I mean, 1. When they complain of the 


bitter remembrance, and intolerable burden of 


fin; without any heartfelt ſenſe of that bitterneſs 
* burden. 


2. When they are ſtrangers to the faith of the 


operation of God, and never knew any ſpiricual 
refreſhment and ſtrength from an inward expe- 
rience of the love of God in their hearts. 


3. When, inſtead of amending their lives, they 


continue after the Lord's ſupper as before, 1 in the 
allowed indulgence of their ſins. 

4. When they have no heart-felt thankfulneſs 
for that amazing manifeſtation of God's love in 
the gift of his Son. 

5. When they live in malice, hatred, dabder, 
and the like tempers ſhewing evidently, that they 
are ſtrangers to the ſpirit of a loving, dying Jeſus. 

C. Your 


Ir 
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C. Your anſwers are pertinent, and I would te 


God, that there were fewer who frequent the 
Lord's table to whom they were applicable, But 


it is terrible to reflect! of the many who come 
to the Lord's ſupper, how few approach with a 


true heart in full aſſurance of faith to take this 


holy ſacrament to their comfort! ſome (horrible 
to mention |) come merely to qualify themſelves 
for a worldly employment—ſome, becauſe it is the 
cuſtom at the three great feſtivals - ſome, becauſe 


they have read the week's preparation, and made up 


themſelves, by a week's preceding unuſual ftrict- 
neſs—profaning thus the ſacred ordinance—formal 


' viſitors, not real votaries—and inſtead of the heart- 


felt attachment to Chriſt, of an awakened ſinner, 
and penitent believer, ſubſtituting the cold and 
unmeaning expreſſions of a wretched book, that 
only can teach the lips to lie, without the leaſt 
ſenſibility in the ſoul, Much as I wiſh your early 
attendance on the Lord's table, yet more do I 
deſire you ſeriouſly to examine yourlelyes before 


you preſume to eat of that bread, and drink of 


that cup. For as the benefit is great to the faithful, 
ſo is the danger great to the hypocrite and unbe- 
liever, eating and drinking damnation to himſelf, 
not diſcerning the Lord's body. You, my dear 
children, muſt be conſcious how much pains and 
care I have taken to inform your underſtandings, 
— 
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fo that you will be without excuſe, if you negle& 
ſo great a ſalvation, I pray God that he may ſend 
his Holy Ghoſt into your hearts, and give 1 to 
receive the truth in the light and the love of it, 
that ſo you may live in the exerciſe of daily com- 


munion with a pardoning God, and thus be ha- 


bitually ready, and pleaſed to approach the table 
of your Lord, happy in the preſent experience of 
his dying love, and rejoicing in the proſpect of the 


day of his appearing: thus me wing * the 


Lord's death till he come! 
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The following little TRacTs are very ſuitable for 
well diſpoſed Chriſtians to buy, with a View of 


. diffuſing Religious Knowledge and Sound Prin- 


Ciples among the Poor. 


T'TFINT'S for Religious Converſation with 


"4 the afflicted in Mind, Body, or Eſtate; 
and with ſuch others-as ſtand in need of Spiritual 
Aſſiſtance. By the Rev. Mr. Richards. The 3d 
Edit. Price 6d, or 10s. for a Quarter of a Hundred. 
II. Three Dialogues, between a Miniſter and 


One of his Pariſhioners; on the true Principles of 


Religion. By the Rev. Mr. Vivian. The 16th 
Edit. Price 3d. or 20s. per Hundred. 
III. A Preſent for your Neighbour z or, The 


Right Knowledge of God and of Ourſelves. By 


Richard Hill, Eſq. A new Edit. with Alterations, 
Price zd. or Twenty-five for 58. 

IV. Faith Triumphant; exemplified in the Death 
of Mrs. T-—, who died in April, 1771, of a 
Child-bed Fever. To which is added, The Con- 


. ſolation; or Verſes on that afflicted Event, addreſſed 


to the bereaved Huſband, By the Rev. Thomas 
Gibbons, D. D. The 4th Edit. Price 4d. or 3s. 6d, 
per Dozen. 5 | 
The above Tracts may be had of Meſſ. E. and C. DILL X, 
in the Poultry; alſo the following Books in Divinity. 
1. The Chriſtian World Unmaſked. By John 
Berridge, A. M. The 3d Edit. reviſed and cor- 
rected. Price 28. ſewed, or One Guinea a Dozen. 
2. Alleine's Alarm to the Unconverted, 1s. or 


| 10s, per Dozen. 


3-Andrew'sScriptureDoQrineof DivineGrace, 2s 

4. Bowman's Principles of Chriſtianity, in ſeven 
Sermons, 1s. 6d. | 

5. Bunyan's Works, 2 Vols. Folio, a new Edit. 
with a Preface by the late Rev. Mr. George W hite- 
field, 21. 10s. 8 

6. Edwards on Religious Affections, 8 vo. 58. 

7. Erſkine's (Ralph and Ebenezer) Sermons on 
various important Subjects, 3 Vols. large 8vo. 158. 


8. Evans's De.) Sermons on the Chriſtian 
Temper, 2 Vols. 8vo. 10s. 


- 9. Gillies's (Dr. of Glaſgow) Devotional Exer- 


eiſes on the New Teftament, $vo. 48. 


10. Guyſe's (Dr.) Paraphraſe on the New Teſ- 
en 3 Vols. 4to. 21. 10s. 

11. — Sermons on Practical Subjedts, 8vo. 58. 

1 3 —— Six Sermons to os People, t2mo. 


13. Haweis's Communicant ; Spiritual Compas 


nion, 1s. 6d. 


14. — Kravgrlleal Expoſitor ; or a Com- 
mentary on the Holy Bible, 2 Vols. large Fol. 41. 
15. Sermons, anew Edit. 1Vo),12mo. 
16. Young's(Dr. .)Complaint,orNightT houghts, 
two new Edit. 38. each, 
N. B. All Dr. Watts s Works may be had ſeparate, 


The above Books are bound, unleſs otherwiſe ordered. 


17. Neatly printed in 7 Vol. 8 vo. Price 11. 148. 
in boards, or 21. 28. neatly bound. The Whole 
Works of the late Rev. GEORGE Wurrarikrp, 
M. As | 


* * Thoſe AIR, 75 not incline to purchaſe the 
Works complete, may have them ſeparately, via. | 
1. A Collection of Letters, 3 Vols. 8vo, 188. 


— All his Sermons, 2 Vols, 8vo. ** : 
3. Tracts publiſhed in his Life Time, one Vol, 


vo. 6s. 


4. The Life, compiled by Dr. Gillies, one Vol. 
8vo. 58. 3 8 20 

18. Witſius's Ge the Covenants be- 
tween God and Man. Comprehending a Complete 
Body of Divinity. Faichfully tranſlated from the 


Latin. To which is preſtxed the Life of the Au- 
thor, with a fine. Engraving of his Head. The ad 
Edit. carefully reviſed and corrected. In 3 Vols, 


8vo. Price 9s. ſewed, or 128. bound. 
N. B. A few Copies are printed on a finer Pagers 
Price 158. bound. 
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